
 
 
 
 
9 October 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent 
 
I hope that you are well.  We are offering more frequent communication at the start of this year 
as we know that parents have valued this; thank you for your kind words of support. 
 
Our annual Open Evening took place yesterday in a very different way!  We normally enjoy 
inviting children and parents into school during the day and again in the evening.  The evening 
is one of the highlights of the year; our students and staff do an amazing job of showcasing 
just a small sample of the exciting opportunities on offer at Woodkirk.  Sadly, this was not 
possible this year.  In its place a selection of videos have been created to give a flavour of 
what life at Woodkirk is like.  If you haven’t already seen these, you can view them on our 
website by clicking here.  I am sure you will agree that all those involved in the production of 
the videos have done an amazing job, not least Divine and Edan, our tour guides, and 
Mr Cook, who has overseen it all.  If you are aware of friends or family who are currently 
considering school places, please share the link with them. 
 
We continue to regard the health and safety of all members of the school community as a 
priority and the COVID-19 response risk assessment is updated weekly and can be viewed 
on our website.  I would like to bring to your attention the latest information regarding mask 
wearing.  The safe use of face coverings requires the cleaning of hands before and after 
touching them, including to remove or put them on and to store them.  Hand sanitiser stations 
are on site in all classrooms and eating areas, and at all entrances.  Masks should be stored 
individually in sealable plastic bags between use.  It is important that the mask is not touched 
in regions that cover the nose or mouth and it should be replaced with a new / clean mask if it 
becomes damp.  Reusable face coverings that have become damp should be stored as 
described and taken home, where they should be washed.  It is recommended that all those 
using face coverings have at least two available to enable them to be changed throughout the 
day and be replaced if they become damp. 
 
We appreciate that there may be occasions when students genuinely forget their mask and 
we will supply a disposable one for use at school.  We are monitoring this and will contact you 
if your son/daughter forgets to bring a mask.  We are also looking into having a supply of cloth 
masks available for purchase through ParentPay and will give details of this once in place. 
 
 
                 Continued … 
  

https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/admissions-%28new-starters%29/virtual-open-evening-u002d-october-2020


If your son/daughter is self-isolating and is well enough to complete school work please 
encourage them to do so.  Teachers will be sharing work via Microsoft Teams or the school 
email system and students should check both frequently.  Some teachers will be inviting 
students to ‘join’ the lesson via a live stream.  In doing so, they will be able to hear explanations 
and see what is being displayed by the projector in the classroom.  This will help with your 
son/daughter’s understanding of subsequent tasks and we would encourage all students to 
join in if they can.  We have surveyed all students about their access at home to the IT 
resources that will enable them to take part in any remote learning that is necessary.  If you 
have any concerns in this regard, please get in touch with your son / daughter’s Year Tutor. 
 
We know there are significant challenges in our area with cases rising and with the restrictions 
that are in place affecting everyday life.  Please discuss these with your son/daughter and 
encourage them to share any of their concerns with you and us.  Thank you for your continued 
support and please take care. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr T Jones 
Associate Principal 

 


