
 
 
 
 
1 May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Students 
 
I hope that this e-newsletter finds you well and serves to update you with useful information 
during our extended closure. 
 
Firstly, with regards to the work being set for students to undertake remotely.  Teachers will 
continue to set work for students to complete, which will be shared via the school website and 
in Pupilshare.  We have received some great feedback about the quality of the work being set; 
my thanks go to the teachers for their efforts to ensure learning can continue as best as 
possible.  We have also been made aware that some students are putting undue pressure on 
themselves to complete all of the work that is being suggested.  Teachers are setting ample 
work to ensure that all students have plenty to do.  Students, however, should not be 
completing work every hour of every day.  As I have said in previous e-newsletters, it is 
important that students have a break from their studies, relax and do something they enjoy as 
well.  To help with this we are suggesting as a rough guide, that students should spend 
approximately the same amount of time completing work for a given subject as they would 
have during lessons for that subject in a week.   
 
If students have any questions or queries about the work set, they should not hesitate to 
contact their teachers by email between 9 am and 3 pm.  Teachers will respond as soon as 
possible.  Please be mindful that their working patterns may be different due to their home 
circumstances during this time so please do not expect an immediate response.  Teachers 
may request that some tasks are submitted to assist with monitoring progress and to provide 
feedback to students. 
 
In addition, teachers will be contacting students in the coming week to encourage and support 
them further with the work set.  Please ask your son/daughter to log in regularly to their school 
email account to check for these messages. 
 
There is now a national support service, StarLine, in place, which will offer advice to families 
on how to educate their children at homes while schools are closed. The service, launched by 
a coalition of academy trusts and parenting groups, will also provide advice to parents on how 
to deal with difficult behaviour. StarLine will be run by a team of teachers and education and 
parenting experts, who will share tips and resources to help home-learning. The number to 
call is 0330 3139162 and calls are charged at a local rate. See https://www.starline.org.uk/ 
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https://www.starline.org.uk/


During these restrictions we understand that it is a challenge to ensure that we do enough 
physical activity to maintain a healthy lifestyle. With this in mind, the PE department have 
decided to try and motivate our students and their families to stay active. In their words: 
 
“We will be uploading regular videos of staff completing challenges/workouts. Take a look, 
have a go and see if you can get all the family involved.”  To access the videos please visit 
our Instagram page by searching: 
 
woodkirkacademype 
 
If nothing else we hope it will lift your spirits seeing some of the staff struggling to complete 
the challenges/workouts.’ 
 
My thanks go to the staff who have volunteered to take part in this. 
 
We do understand that as well as physical health this is a challenging time mentally as well.  
The Leodis Support Service pages on the school website, accessed via the Parents section, 
have a number of resources to help with those who are experiencing difficulties across a wide 
range of issues.  You will also find contact details for that service listed should you require 
them.  
 
Year 13 students moving on to University in the Autumn Term may want to use this time to 
start the process of applying for a student loan should they require one.  The Student Loans 
Company has confirmed that the application service will remain open to students as part of its 
response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak and are encouraging students in England 
to apply for student finance as soon as possible to ensure their finances are in place for the 
new academic year.  New students are being asked to submit their applications before 22 May 
2020.   Applications for student finance can be made by clicking here. 
 
UCAS Extra remains open until 5 July for applicants who have used all their five choices and 
are not currently holding any offers, giving students the opportunity to consider an alternative 
course choice or university closer to home.  Applicants who have not yet applied in this cycle 
can still make a main scheme application until 30 June so there is still time to research options 
online, to apply for 2020 entry and secure a place before clearing. 
 
For ease of access, I have included contact details for the following regular reminders: 
 

 Hardship or becoming eligible for free school meals please email Mrs J Hudson 
hudson.j@woodkirkacademy.com  or contact the school by phone or text 07503 091455.   

 

 Period products, please do contact Mrs Standage at standage.j@woodkirkacademy.com  
or Miss Broadbent at Broadbent.l@woodkirkacademy.com  who have information about 
where you can obtain these. 
 

 Safeguarding or child protection please email Mr Currie at 
currie.d@woodkirkacademy.com  

 
Public Health England has published guidance for households with grandparents, parents and 
children living together where someone is at risk or has symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) 
infection.   Click here to view the guidance. 
 
We would also ask that we all continue to follow the government guidelines to stay home and 
stay safe as well as social distancing, which can be found by clicking here. 
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Finally, to our students, we would like you all to know how much we miss you and look forward 
to a time when schools can begin to open again.  You are doing a great job at keeping up with 
your studies and we want you to know that we support and encourage you with this.  Thank 
you to Mr Lazarus and Mr Gage who have kindly put together the following video of messages 
from the staff at Woodkirk Academy to you, our students and your families.  Click here to view. 
 
Please all stay safe and well. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
J Barton  
Principal 

https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/news/149/enjoy

