
 
 
 
 
15 May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Students 
 
I hope this week’s newsletter finds you all safe and well. 
 
You will be aware that the government updated the nation on Sunday and as expected there was 
guidance for schools within this.  The government anticipates, with further progress, that primary 
schools may be able, from the week commencing 1 June 2020 to welcome back more children. 
They will only do this provided that the five key tests set by government justify the changes at the 
time, including the rate of infection decreasing and the enabling programmes set out in the Roadmap 
are operating effectively. As a result, they are asking primary schools to plan on this basis, ahead 
of confirmation that these tests are met. 
 
From the week commencing 1 June 2020 at the earliest, the government will be asking primary 
schools to welcome back children in Nursery, Reception, year 1 and year 6, alongside priority 
groups.  Each primary school has to undertake a risk assessment and decide, depending on a range 
of factors including availability of staff and the ability to social distance within school buildings, how 
many pupils they will be able to have on site at any time.  Each school will have a different plan 
depending on their individual circumstances and this may mean a phased, rota or part-time system 
is put in place for the return of pupils in the identified year groups.  Online/remote learning will 
continue alongside these arrangements. 
 
For secondary schools arrangements are different again.  The government’s Roadmap did indicate 
we have a role to play in the first phase of the easing of restrictions.  The government has asked 
secondary schools and sixth forms to plan to offer some face-to-face support to supplement the 
remote education of Year 10 and Year 12 students who are due to take key exams next year, 
alongside the full-time provision they have been offering to priority groups since March.  We have 
also been asked to continue to provide online/remote learning for all students. 
 
Secondary schools are yet to receive further guidance about this face-to face support.  Whilst we 
await this, we have started to plan what this may look like and will communicate this to you as soon 
as possible via this newsletter, text and the school website. 
 
For students in Years 7-9, they will continue to be set work to undertake remotely and Year 11 
students wishing to return to the Sixth Form at Woodkirk have access to transition units to support 
this.  We will, of course, endeavour to communicate remotely with these students to support them 
too. 
 
 
            Continued …… 
 
 



 
 
The Academy will be closed w/c 25 May to all students.  As during the Easter holiday, I have asked 
staff not to set any work for students for that week.  This will allow them to rest, spend time with their 
families and prepare for the recommencement of distance learning from 1 June.  Details will again 
be posted on the Academy’s website.  Over the holiday, students are more than welcome to continue 
with any work that has been set so far although they too need to rest and enjoy this time.  I 
respectfully request that you do not email teaching staff or expect feedback on any work submitted 
over the holiday.   
 
Please note the articles on this e-newsletter in relation to the Art and PE departments.  It is great to 
see students’ art work showcased in this way.  It is also great to hear that so many of you are joining 
the PE department with their Instagram workouts. 
 

The government announcement on Sunday has meant a change to some of their messages.  As a 
community it remains important to observe these guidelines, in particular social distancing.  I want 
to pick up on one in particular; the freedom to meet one other person from outside your household 
outdoors whilst observing social distancing.  Whilst this is a great opportunity for some social 
contact, I would ask parents to discuss this with their son/daughter and to ensure that they are 
abiding with the guidelines fully.  Click here for more information on this. 
 
Please do take care and remain safe. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
J Barton  
Principal 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

