
 
 

7 May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Students 
 
I hope you are all well and enjoyed the video message from the staff last week.  It has been 
lovely to receive positive comments back from you, in particular the reciprocal Youtube video 
from students who take part in Music and Performing Arts. 
 
This week’s e-newsletter is slightly earlier as it is a Bank Holiday on Friday marking the 75th 
anniversary of VE (Victory in Europe) Day.  School will be shut on Friday to all to allow us all 
to reflect upon the significance of this day at a time when the modern world is facing so many 
challenges.   
 
Thank you for your on-going commitment to remote learning.  I know there has been increased 
communication this week to support this.  Please ask your son/daughter to log in regularly to 
their school email account to check for these messages. 
 
I am aware that it is difficult for some students to complete work requiring IT access during the 
school day if there are limited devices within the home.  I would like to reiterate that our advice 
to students is to spend approximately the same amount of time completing work for a given 
subject as they would have during lessons for that subject in a week.  This can be at a time 
that suits your household.  I would kindly request that questions or queries about the work set, 
be made by email between 9 am and 3 pm. You teachers will respond as soon as possible as 
they too are having to work flexibly due to their household needs. 
 
Whilst there is plenty of work being set by your teacher and clear guidance on what needs to 

be submitted, we don’t expect every piece of work to be completed.  For Year 7 and Year 8, 

there are our new and updated revision guides to help your learning stick.  These can be found 

in the Students section of our website – click here to view.    

There are also new resources available through BBC Bitesize and the Oak National Academy 
which you may wish to use. Oak National Academy has over 80 teachers from a range of 
schools and trusts who have produced over 180 online lessons for each week students are 
not in school.  The lessons cover a wide range of subjects and are available for children from 
reception to Year 10. 
 
A reminder that there is a national support service, StarLine, in place, offering advice to 
families on how to educate their children at homes while schools are closed. StarLine is run 
by a team of teachers and education and parenting experts, who will share tips and resources 
to help home-learning and behaviour. The number to call is 0330 3139162 and calls are 
charged at a local rate. Click here to view the website. 
 
 

https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/students/revision-guides-key-stage-3
https://www.starline.org.uk/


I am delighted to say that the Art department are sharing work completed by students on 
Twitter.  In their words: 
 
‘Our Woodkirk pupils have been sending us plenty of Art work during the lock down so we 
have set up a Twitter account focused on these pieces of artwork. Please take a look and give 

a ❤️. We are so very proud of our pupils’ ambitions and creativity during this time. It’s not easy 

to embrace creativity at the moment but to quote Grayson Perry we must "battle the boredom 
of lock down" and "encourage creativity." 
 
I hope you enjoy viewing their efforts at @Woodkirk_Art 
 
For our Year 13 students, there continues to be additional information from the government 
with regard to starting university. 
 
They have published a student guide in light of Covid-19 about securing a place at university, 
the clearing process, accommodation, and finance. 
 
Click here to view the guide.  
 
Help is available for those who are unsure about their next steps after Sixth Form; those who 

wish to know more about University or the job market; or those who need help writing a CV.   

Click here to view our new interactive careers page on our website.  

The following information may be of use to some of you with younger children.  The 
government has announced that any working parent usually eligible for 30 hours free childcare 
or Tax-Free Childcare will remain eligible if they fall below the minimum income requirement 
due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. Subject to Parliamentary approval, parents who 
are critical workers will also remain eligible for these entitlements if their income has increased 
over the maximum threshold during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 
 
This temporary flexibility will ensure critical workers can continue to access the childcare they 
need to enable them to work. These arrangements will be reviewed over the summer. 
Click here to view this announcement. 
 
You will be aware that the government intends to update the nation on Sunday with regard to 
any easing of the current arrangements.  Whilst there have been a number of stories related 
to what this will mean for schools, no formal guidance has been issued.  We await whether 
this will change and will inform you as soon as possible of any implications for our students.   
This will be via the school website.  In the meantime, we would ask that we all continue to 
follow the government guidelines to stay home and stay safe as well as social distancing, 
which can be found by clicking here. 
 
I hope you all have a restful weekend and remain safe. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
J Barton  
Principal 
 

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/for-students/student-guide-to-coronavirus/questions-and-answers/
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/careers/interactive-careers-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/eligibility-for-government-childcare-offers-protected
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

