
 
 

 

 

27 March 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents and Students 

 

Firstly, I want to thank you all for your considered response to schools having to shut.  It has 

been a challenging week for us all and this will continue for some time. 

 

The introduction of social distancing and the requirement to stay at home and avoid 

unnecessary journeys or social contact is well explained in the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-

vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-

older-people-and-vulnerable-adults 

 

I would ask that parents discuss this with your son/daughter and ensure that they are 

observing the requirements. 

 

I thought it would be useful to give you an update on how Woodkirk has been operating this 

week and our plans going forward.   

 

We have had a skeleton staff in on a rota to keep the site open to support staff in providing 

work for students to complete and for the very small number of students we have agreed need 

to be in school.  Alongside this, those students in receipt of free school meals, who wanted it, 

have had food delivered by staff.  My thanks go to those staff involved particularly the catering 

team and Chris Hulme our Catering Manager for an excellent job.  Going forward, we await 

confirmation of the national voucher scheme and will be in touch about this once known.  I 

would like to reiterate that we have been alerted to a number of scams around FSM and 

confirm that the Academy will NEVER ask for bank details. 

 

We know that some families may find themselves in hardship or becoming eligible for free 

school meals due to changes in circumstances.  We would ask that you email Mrs J Hudson 

hudson.j@woodkirkacademy.com or contact the school or text 07503 091455 if you need this 

support. 

 

During this extended school closure, students are expected to complete work from home. 

 

 We would encourage students to complete this work during the normal school day and 

lesson structure.  

 Students are reminded that failure to keep on top of work may seriously affect progress. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
mailto:hudson.j@woodkirkacademy.com


 Completed work can be emailed to teachers for it to be checked.   

 Work may be set via student email, SharePoint or Pupilshare (home access).  Students 

should check different apps for set work. 

 Students should only use school email addresses to contact teachers. 

 Students are reminded that teachers will try to respond as promptly as possible to their 

questions, but they may not be able to reply immediately. 

 Where possible, students should contact teachers only during normal school hours.  

Emails sent/received after 3.10 pm may not be responded to until the following day. 

 

I would like to thank Darren Rowe, our Network Manager and his team for ensuring that we 

can all work remotely. 

 

From next week, a schedule advising what work should be completed for each year group for 

each subject will be shared via our website.  We have put this in place to support you and so 

that all year groups have a clear steer on work to complete.  Individual teachers may contact 

you with amendments to this depending on their health and home circumstances.  We also 

appreciate that you may wish to build in alternative activities as valuable learning experiences 

and we will continue to share links and ideas for this. 

 

We still await final clarification with regard to Years 11 and 13 examination results.  A letter 

was sent earlier in the week – click here to view.  I would request that you do not ask individual 

teachers for grades as the final grades awarded to students will be determined by the 

government and exam boards; we do not have any control over the process that will be used.  

Any further developments will be shared when we receive them. 

 

As students are now spending more time online, please remember to monitor their usage to 

keep them safe from online abuse and unwanted contact.  Links to information and support 

around online safety can also be found on our website and this link   

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/ . We continue to recommend that phones and other 

devices are not in bedrooms overnight, particularly for younger children.  If any issues arise, 

apps will have reporting mechanisms built in.  There is also the option of reporting directly to 

CEOP.  School will still remain a point of contact for support should you require it. 

 

Finally thank you for all the lovely messages that you have been sending to school and to 

staff.  These are very much appreciated.  Life is very tough for so many of you at the moment 

so please do take care, keep in touch and know that Woodkirk will do everything it can to 

support you and your families through the next few weeks.  Please stay safe and look after 

each other. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

J Barton 

Principal 

 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/Letter_to_parents_-_Exams_-_COVID-19_-_23_Mar_20.docx-1584976289.pdf
https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/

