
 
 
 
17 April 2020 
 
 

Dear Parents and Students 
 
I hope that you have managed to have a break and some rest over the Easter holiday and that 
this e-newsletter finds you all well. 
 
Firstly a few reminders to support parents. 
 
I want to thank you all for continuing to observe the government guidelines to stay home and 
stay safe as well as social distancing, which can be found at https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus.  
This allowed Woodkirk to remain open for a very small number of students who needed our 
support over the Easter holiday.  Thanks to the staff who gave up their time to allow this to 
happen. 
 
We also know that some families may find themselves in hardship or becoming eligible for 
free school meals due to changes in circumstances.  The Academy has signed up to the 
Government’s voucher scheme which has had some teething problems but hopefully is now 
working.  If you have any difficulties with this or find yourself requiring support we would ask 
that you email Mrs J Hudson hudson.j@woodkirkacademy.com, contact the school by phone 
or text 07503 091455.   
 
As we return to online learning, please remember to monitor your son/daughter’s usage to 
keep them safe from online abuse and unwanted contact.  Links to information and support 
around safe online practice can also be found on our website and this link 
https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/. We continue to recommend that phones and other 
devices are not in bedrooms overnight, particularly for younger children.  If any issues arise, 
apps will have reporting mechanisms built in.  There is also the option of reporting directly to 
CEOP.  School will still remain a point of contact for support should you require it and if you 
have any concerns please email Mr Currie at currie.d@woodkirkacademy.com  
 
I want to take this opportunity to speak directly to Woodkirk students and to welcome them 
back to their learning from Monday 20 April. 
 
I know things are very difficult for you all and it can be hard to continue your learning when 
you are not in school or there is no teacher in front of you to explain things.  We have been 
looking as a school at how we can best support you going forward. 
 
As you know, your work is set each week and details of what you need to cover can be found 
on the school website.  We also know that you have been getting your work through home 
access/pupilshare and have been contacting your teachers through school emails.  This will 
continue throughout our time away from school. 
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I understand that the devices and resources to which you have access may be different from 
one student to the next.  I know that some of you are sharing resources with siblings and 
parents who might be working from home.  I appreciate that this may make completing certain 
tasks that have been set more difficult for some of you.  So, please do your best and be 
assured that your teachers will understand if what you are able to submit might be slightly 
different to other students.  For example, I have heard of students trying to write essays on 
mobile phones to submit to their teachers.  This is admirable but really isn’t necessary; if you 
are able, it is totally acceptable for you to handwrite and photograph your work to send to your 
teacher instead.  Also, please remember that not every piece of work needs to be completed 
on a computer or submitted to your teacher.  Your teachers will let you know what needs to 
be done and how they would like it to be completed.  If is not possible for you, please contact 
them.   Some of you are worried about how long you should be spending on your work or are 
finding that you are not getting through everything your teacher has set you.  Please bear in 
mind that your teachers are setting work for everyone in the class and we know you may work 
at a different pace to others.  In short, we are trusting you to do the work as best you can and 
to ask for help if you need it.   My advice is to plan your day and complete what you can in that 
time.  Remember to give yourself some breaks, after all you do have these when you are at 
school, and build in some activities that you enjoy. 
 
To support Year 10 students, as you will be undertaking public examinations next summer, 

we have purchased a revision guide bundle for each of you.  Mrs McNab will be in touch with 

your parents soon to share instructions on how to collect these.  The revision guides will 

support your studies during this extended closure and into your Year 11 studies.  I know you 

will make good use of them.  

For those of you who were due to sit public examinations this summer, please be assured that 
the Academy continues to support you.  From 20 April, Year 11 students will be able to access 
extended transition work to support your transition to the Sixth Form at Woodkirk.  This will 
allow you to sample courses that you may wish to study post 16 and ensure that you are well 
prepared for September.  You may contact teachers for support and guidance on this work if 
you need it.  For Year 13 students, there is no formal requirement to submit work to your 
teachers.  If you require any support in making the transition to University or into 
Apprenticeships or employment, please contact the Sixth Form Team who will arrange support 
for you. 
 
I would also like to put in a plea for your parents as well.  They are just that; your parents.  We 
are not asking them to be your teacher.  They are there to support you and I would like to 
thank them for doing just that.   
 
I hope that this serves to reassure you all.  I am immensely proud of the students and the 
family that Woodkirk Academy is.  As we start the Summer Term, in such unprecedented 
circumstances, please take care and stay safe. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

J Barton  
Principal 


