
 

 
 
 
11 June 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Years 10 and 12 Students 
 
Now that we have completed and analysed the Years 10 and 12 surveys, I am writing to you 
all to provide further information about our plans to begin welcoming more students back to 
Woodkirk Academy. 
 
As you know, the Government has asked us to provide some face-to-face contact with 
students before the summer break, ensuring we abide by guidance and regulations.  Our 
approach has been to work with parents and students to offer a range of options to suit 
individual needs whilst maintaining safety as our number one priority.  Remote/online learning 
will still remain the main vehicle for education for all year groups and will still be in place for 
Years 10 and 12 students. 
 

Return to School – Rationale 
 
Before I set out some of the specifics around what our face-to-face provision will look like, I 
would like to share what we aim to achieve by providing some face-to-face contact for 
students: 

 

 To reassure and motivate students to achieve their best despite the challenging situation 
in which they find themselves; 

 To check on student well-being and provide support as required; 

 To have frank and honest exchanges with them about what has been studied since the 
outbreak forced remote learning to begin; 

 To signpost learning for the remainder of the summer term; 

 To inform our curriculum planning decisions in the short, medium and long term, so that 
we can better ensure that from September, we are able to bring students up to speed as 
quickly as possible and maximise learning time. 

 

Re-opening Plan 
 
Keyworker Provision 
 
Students who have already been in school over the past two months, will continue to attend 
as before.  If you require a new keyworker space, this must be requested in writing to Mr Cook 
or Mr Currie in advance, so that we are able to ensure we have adequate space and staffing 
to accommodate this. 
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Year 10 Provision 
  
During the week commencing 15 June, we will meet the request from those who wanted a 
one-to-one meeting.  Appointments for these have been emailed to parents and students.   
The appointment will either be with their form tutor or a member of the pastoral team.  Students 
must adhere to the appointment time to ensure social distancing.  They will need to bring a 
pen with them and a note book or paper will be supplied.  Access to school will be via the main 
entrance only; the rear gate will be locked. 
 
Starting the week commencing 22 June, we will deliver a streamlined curriculum of English 
and Mathematics for two hours each morning.  Students will be placed into ‘bubbles’ (classes) 
of nine and will be given one allocated day to attend.  Students should attend this same day 
each week for four weeks.  The bubbles have been decided based on the tier of entry for 
Mathematics and may not be with their usual teacher/classmates.  It will not be possible to 
change bubbles or days. 
 
Students attending these classes will be expected to arrive for the start of the lesson by 
9.30am.  They will be based in one designated classroom which will be open and supervised 
from 9am to allow for travel to school and social distancing.  We are allowing this extra time 
to avoid the use of public transport at peak times and it would be preferable if students would 
either walk or cycle to school.  Students will enter school either via student services or the 
entrance by the medical room as detailed on the information they will receive next week.  There 
will be no break time and students will leave site at 11.30am observing social distancing.  
Those in receipt of free school meals will continue to receive vouchers as lunch will not be 
provided.  Access to school will be either through the main entrance or rear gate. 
 
We have added an addendum to our behaviour policy, including uniform, which can be viewed 
by clicking here.  Students do not need to wear uniform at this time.  Mobile phones remain 
banned.  In line with changes to legislation due to COVID-19, the policy has been updated 
with regard to the need to socially distance (2 metres at all times) and any behaviour that 
compromises the health and safety of others may result in a student being sent home with 
immediate effect and the offer of provision being rescinded.  Students need to be clear about 
these additional behaviour requirements and expectations. 
 
Students must bring their own resources into school – as a minimum, they must have a pen, 
pencil, ruler and calculator.  Paper will be provided.  Students may bring water as there will be 
no access to this or other refreshments/food.   They will remain in their designated classroom 
and seat with the member of staff switching after one hour.  They will be asked to sanitise their 
hands as they enter and exit the classroom. 
 
We are also looking to provide some face to face support for some students in their remaining 
subjects and will be scheduling this next week to start week commencing 22 June.  Again, any 
appointments will be emailed to individual students as required and will take place in the 
afternoon and on Fridays. 
 
Please note, it will not be possible to request a change in provision as this is now set for the 
remainder of the year. 
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https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/Behaviour_Policy_addendum-1591868285.pdf


 
 
Year 12 Provision 
 
Again, students will have received details of their individual programme for the remainder of 
the term.  Each subject has been allocated 2 x two hours sessions starting at 9am.  As with 
Year 10, the dedicated subject classroom will be open and supervised for the arrival of 
students.  This will be at the different time of 8.30am to allow for social distancing.  This 
programme begins on 15 June with Physics and Business Studies BTEC.  Students are only 
able to attend the session if they have indicated this on the survey.  It will not be possible to 
join later.  Access to school will be via the main entrance only. 
 
Requested one-to-one appointments will start on Tuesday 16 June via individual email 
notification.  Similarly, those requiring a learning space in school have bene notified. 
 
Safety Procedures 
 
In addition to the safety procedures outlined above, please note the following: 
 

 For each session, a new, cleaned classroom will be used – once used, it will not be reused 
that day; 

 Students will be expected to maintain social distancing of 2 metres apart at all times; 

 The school will have additional cleaning throughout the school day, particularly high 
contact areas; 

 Whilst students are not required to wear uniform, they are welcome to, and we would ask 
that clothing be appropriate to a professional working environment and should be a clean 
outfit for the day; 

 On buses, students will be expected to maintain social distancing in line with bus company 
guidance and to wear face coverings as required from 15 June; 

 Students will go straight to classrooms on arrival at school; 

 Once on the school site, students will be supervised to help ensure they remain 2 metres 
apart; 

 Classrooms will be well ventilated, with doors and windows left open where possible to 
ensure good air circulation 

 Hand sanitiser, tissues and cleaning spray will be available in each room and at other 
points around the school; 

 Everyone must use hand sanitiser on entry to, and exit from, a classroom and regularly 
wash their hands 

 Students who start to show COVID-19 symptoms at school will be isolated while waiting 
to be picked up by parents. Staff who start to show symptoms will leave school 
immediately.  The areas they were in will be immediately taken out of circulation and deep 
cleaned; 

 Toilet areas will be supervised with social distancing in place for queuing and limited 
numbers of students to use the toilets at any one time; 

 Signage and supervision will be put in place around school to remind everyone of these 
rules; 

 All areas will be thoroughly cleaned every day; 

 Throughout the day, door handles and toilet facilities will be regularly cleaned. 
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What can you do to keep your son/daughter safe? 
 

 Let us know, via your son/daughter’s Year Tutor, if there have been any bereavements or 
separations in your household, to enable us to provide appropriate support; 

 Please reinforce with your son/daughter, that they must respect social distancing and the 
face covering requirement whilst on the bus to and from school.  

 If you intend to drop your son/daughter off or collect them via car, please remain in your 
car whilst you wait.  Please do not access the school site either by car or on foot. 

 If your son/daughter is due to come into school and is unwell, please report it in the normal 
way; 

 Students MUST NOT come to school if they, or a member of their household, has 
symptoms of COVID-19.  Tests will be available via the NHS to staff and students should 
such symptoms occur; 

 Should you need to drop something off at school for your son/daughter that cannot wait 
until the end of their school day (e.g. medicine), please contact Reception first, who will 
advise you on the appropriate protocol. 

 
I hope that the above information is helpful to you and your family. I know that this new type 
of schooling is strange for everyone, but I am certain that with your continued support, we can 
provide a safe environment for our students, staff and families. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mrs J Barton 
Principal 
 


