


It is my privilege to welcome you to Woodkirk Academy. We are a well-
established, fully comprehensive, co-educational 11-19 maintained Academy 
with a proud record in academic, intellectual, social, sporting, musical, 
dramatic and community developments. 

At Woodkirk Academy, we aim to provide a safe, happy and ordered 
environment where all our young people have the maximum opportunities 
to fully develop their individual skills and abilities. Ofsted graded the school 
as “truly outstanding” on the levels of attainment our students achieve 
and on the extent to which students feel safe. We try to ensure first class 
learning in all its various forms for all students, irrespective of ability 
or background. As a result of our success, we acquired Academy Status 
which has allowed us to direct more resources towards our ultimate aim of 
providing a world class educational experience for Woodkirk students.

We are proud to reflect traditional values but also employ the best of 
modern practice and teaching delivered by well qualified, experienced and 
enthusiastic staff. Our popularity and community standing continues to 
grow annually and are second to none in the locality.

Woodkirk is an exciting place to be educated and we welcome your interest 
in our school. We hope you will choose to become part of our community 
and start a long and productive partnership with us. I hope you find our 
prospectus interesting and that it answers any questions you may have 
about our school.

J B White, Headteacher
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Our Aims
Woodkirk offers a high quality education with a well-
qualified, experienced and enthusiastic staff who are 
supported by an excellent Governing Body and generous 
parental involvement. It is our aim to enrich and serve the 
learning needs of the community, to provide life-long access 
to educational opportunities and to maximise the potential 
of all who learn here. 

Valuing Each Student
•  To encourage a positive and caring environment where 

opportunities for learning are opened up for students and 
staff of all ages, backgrounds and cultures.

•  To promote understanding and respect for others.

•  To help all members of the school community develop 
an understanding of what it means to be trusted, valued, 
trusting and caring.

•  To promote the principle of equal value.

•  To develop confidence, competence and social 
responsibility in all students by:

•  placing the individual at the centre of all learning 
activities;    

•  providing access for all to a full range of opportunities;    

•  providing for continuity and progression in all learning 
experiences; 

•  creating a clean, safe, secure and stimulating learning 
environment;

•  encouraging students, staff, parents and members of the 
community to work together to maximise achievement;

•  delivering a broad and balanced curriculum that fulfils 
and extends the National  Curriculum; and

•  developing links between the curriculum and the 
community.

High Standards

Woodkirk provides a thriving 
learning environment 
Our team of specialist and experienced teachers and 
support staff generates an enthusiasm for learning and an 
educational experience of the highest quality. We expect our 
students to be active partners in sustaining this ethos, and to 
develop the skills and abilities to achieve their full potential. 
We firmly believe that a high-quality, challenging, enjoyable 
and engaging learning experience is the root of our students’ 
success and will sustain them in their learning and careers 
after school.

Woodkirk Academy believes in promoting positive attitudes 
to learning by getting to know students’ individual needs. 
Students are taught in mixed ability groups for some 
subjects with setting from Year 7 in English, Mathematics 
and Science, followed by Geography, History and Modern 
Foreign Languages in Year 8. Students in Years 9, 10 and 11 
follow an individual timetable based on their core subjects 
and their option choices. The core consists of lessons in 
English, Mathematics, Science, ICT, PE and RE. Te option 
choices available include GCSEs and vocational equivalents. 

Our vision 
for learning



Care, Support 
and Guidance
Transition
Transfer between Primary School and Woodkirk Academy is 
extremely important. We have an experienced team which 
works very closely with Primary Schools to ease the transfer 
for students moving up from Year 6 to Year 7. Our teachers 
visit each primary school to get to know staff and students 
and ensure that transition is as smooth as possible. There 
is an induction programme for students and parents to 
help with this process to introduce you to the community of 
Woodkirk Academy.

Individual care
We are proud of our safe, happy and secure learning 
environment and our student support team is closely 
involved with monitoring student progress. Each student 
belongs to a Form Tutor Group and a Personal Tutor Group. 
Each year has a Head of School with Year and Assistant Year 
Tutors who oversee the welfare of all students. Our students 
are able to develop a strong sense of identity through our 
student support arrangements. Form Tutors have regular 
contact with their students and provide them with learning 
support, recognition of achievements and advice throughout 
their time at Woodkirk. Parents may contact the relevant 
year team whenever they have a concern. Personal Tutor 
Groups are smaller than form groups, vertical (including 
students from Years 7-13) and so provide the highest level of 
support in terms of individual student progress and target 
setting. Personal Tutors also meet with parents at Review 
Days and oversee the annual report.



Education is not limited to the classroom. Extra-curricular 
activities play a vital role in building confidence and 
rounding personalities. This broad approach to learning 
ensures that we develop individuals to their highest 
potential, equipping them with the skills to engage 
confidently in the modern world.

There is an annual programme providing a wealth of extra-
curricular opportunities and trips including:

•  Geography field trips to destinations including Blackpool, 
the East Coast and Sorrento.

•  Design Technology trip to the Clothes Show Live.

•  MFL language cultural experience to Berlin.

•  Art visits to Fountains Abbey and Harlow Carr Gardens.

•  Law students visit to Leeds Crown Court.

•  Music Residential to a variety of European countries. 

•  Ski trips to the USA.

•  Year 7 Residential to Derbyshire. 

•  Year 8 Adventure Residential.

Woodkirk is also involved in a wide variety of competition 
both locally and nationally science, mathematics, DT, 
ICT and music competitions: Golden Bunsen, UK Maths 
Challenge, Rotary Tournaments for Design Technology 
and the Guardian Google Hack Competition in London, the 
National Languages Spelling Bee.

Outside the classroom we enjoy a splendid reputation for PE 
and sport. We have  a large team of specialist PE staff and, 
along with other qualified staff, they coach over 30 sports 
teams. 

Woodkirk also offers students every opportunity to 
discover and extend their creative talents in a variety of 
areas including music, drama, dance and art. Our many 
music groups perform on a regular basis with numerous 
concerts within school, the local community and even in 
other countries including Italy, Austria, France, Belgium 
and Germany. Students are offered the opportunity to 
receive instrumental tuition in a wide variety of musical 
instruments. Drama also plays a central role in the life of 
our school. Our ambitious, popular and extremely successful 
school productions give students the chance to experience 
the excitement of live theatre and our musicals are the high 
point of the school year.

Beyond the 
classroom



Your Aspirations, 
Our Inspiration
Based in the recently refurbished Sixth Form Centre, 
students in Years 12 and 13 can expect high standards of 
teaching and learning leading to academic success. Our 
Sixth Form is a very well established community of 300 
students. The majority of students come directly from our 
Year 11, though we also attract and welcome students from 
other local schools. The school has the staffing, facilities and 
resources to provide a large number of excellent courses. 
Students are advised to take programmes of study that will 
aid their personal development and enable them to proceed 
to Higher or Further Education or their chosen careers. 

There is a separate prospectus for the Sixth Form @ 
Woodkirk Academy which is available upon request. We 
manage admissions to the Sixth Form and full details of 
this Admission Policy can be found in our Sixth Form 
Prospectus.

The Sixth Form 

Promoting partnership
Positive relationships create successful communities. 
We strive to develop strong, open partnerships between 
students, staff, parents, businesses and the local community. 
We believe that students will achieve most and be happiest 
at school when there is a good partnership between home 
and school. This means developing a sound understanding 
of each other’s aims and wishes and providing good 
communication between parents and school staff. Our job 
in helping students to learn well and develop as responsible 
members of the community is made much easier when we 
have the backing of parents over routine matters and over 
any problems which can sometimes arise. If parents and the 
school work together in a genuine partnership, then students 
are more likely to achieve their full potential. Throughout the 
year we host a number of events, both social and educational, 
where parents are invited to attend school. We hope to see 
many of you joining us at these events and look forward to 
seeing you there.

At the heart of the community
Students at Woodkirk Academy are encouraged to become 
active citizens both in their school and wider community.   
Throughout the year the school council meets and many 
fundraising activities take place. The school hosts an annual 
Charity Christmas Carol Service at St Paul’s Church. There 
is an ambitious senior citizens’ reception hosted by the 
Sixth Form, together with other fundraising and community 
events. Student ambassadors from all age groups visit 
local primary schools through 6th form enrichment, sports 
leaders, reading partners, the annual show and as part of 
transition. Our art work is regularly offered and displayed in 
the Morley area and school facilities are used by a number of 
community groups.

Achieving 
full potential  
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