
 
 

 

E-Newsletter 
 

Date: 17 July 2020 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Students 
 
I hope that the final newsletter of the academic year finds you well. 
 
I will start my letter today by saying that I have been immensely impressed at how our 
students, parents and staff have responded to the last few months.  Despite being apart, 
there has been a very real sense of community, kindness and caring.  We have all had a 
part to play and it has been rewarding to see how our young people and their families 
have responded.  I know the word has been widely used, but the last few months have 
been unprecedented.  The world is a very different place to when we were last together 
and will undoubtedly have been changed forever due to COVID-19.  There will still be 
difficulties as we go forward but the most important thing to remember is that, seven weeks 
from now, we will all be coming back to school, working together to achieve our vision of 
‘Shaping Young Lives’.  It is clear to see that you are able to rise to the challenge and 
cope admirably; of that you should be proud. 
 
Return in September 
 
I wrote to you on Wednesday to explain our plan, as it stands, for September.  Please 
click here to view.  I decided to share this with you prior to the summer break to provide 
reassurance that we are able to welcome back all our students and are very much looking 
forward to seeing them at the Academy once again.   
 
Sharing this information now, does mean that the plan may well be subject to review and 
alteration, especially as there is a further Government announcement due in August.  
Whilst we do not anticipate any major changes, I will write to you again at that time to 
confirm arrangements and to provide additional information that will allow our students 
and staff to make a safe and successful return to school. 
 
Thank you to parents who have completed the survey.  The answers will allow us to plan 
for an effective and positive reopening after the summer holiday.  It would be very helpful 
to have all responses by Friday 24 July - click here to access the survey.  Thank you also 
for the questions being sent through.  To answer two that have already been received: 
siblings can be brought to school together and a plan to supervise those awaiting their 
staggered start is in place; and the gate at the rear of school will be open during the 
staggered entrance and exit times.  I hope this reassures parents and a response to other 
questions will be made when I write again as outlined above. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/Letter_to_students_and_parents_-_15_Jul-1594830632.pdf
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/covidu002d19-school-closure-work-and-resources/september-2020-u002d-the-reopening


Exam Results Days 
 
AS and A Level: Thursday 13 August 2020 
 
GCSE: Thursday 20 August 2020 
 
We look forward to seeing our Key Stages 5 and 4 students on Results Days.  These days 
are another casualty of the pandemic as we will be unable to celebrate in our usual way.  
Students have been sent appointment times and I would ask that these be adhered to, 
allowing us to support individuals with any queries they may have about University or 
joining the Sixth Form whilst observing social distancing on site.  It will not be possible to 
allow parents to accompany them into the building.  If parents do come to site, we kindly 
request that they stay well away from the school buildings, maintaining 2 metres physical 
distancing from others and remaining in their car if they have driven to site.  We are hoping 
that results will be strong again and will reflect what students would have achieved if they 
had sat their examinations.  As you know we have submitted centre assessed grades for 
all subjects and it was a requirement that these were not shared with students or parents.  
The final decision on grades rests with the examination boards. 
 
Certificates are not received from exam boards until November; details on how to collect 
these will be given on Results Day. 
 
Please note that results cannot be communicated over the telephone.   
 
Summer Works 
 
Over the summer, we will be undertaking work on site to allow us to be as safe as possible 
from September.  Our pitch drainage project will be completed and we anticipate a 
handover of the fields prior to our return in September.  We have also improved facilities 
with three more science laboratories having been refurbished this year, upgrades on IT 
which will support remote learning should it be required in the future as well as general 
maintenance, decoration and cleaning.  Thank you in advance to the Site, IT and Cleaning 
Teams. 
 
Support over the Summer Break 
 
We know that for some families the summer break will be a difficult time for a variety of 
reasons.  Please be reassured that whilst school is closed to students, there is support in 
a variety of ways: 
 
You can find lots of information on the Leodis Support Services section of our website, 
including financial and mental health support.  Please click here to view. 
 
If you become eligible for free school meals please email the Academy at 
woodkirkreception@woodkirkacademy.com and we will endeavour to support you. 
 
In addition, please note that the Leeds food bank is still closed but their website advises 
how a referral can be made for delivery to homes.  Please click here for details. 
 
The Batley food bank reopened this week so families can ring and make appointments – 
please click here to visit the website.  
 
If you are concerned about a safeguarding or child protection issue, please email the 
safeguarding team at safeguarding@woodkirkacademy.com 
 
House Competition and Charity 
 
Despite the disruption to the year, Woodkirk Academy remains committed to raising funds 
for charities.  This year money was raised through the Annual Children in Need concert 
and Christmas concert, as well as donations being made to Wakefield Hospice, Macmillan 
Cancer Support and the NSPCC.   

https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/leodis-support-service
mailto:woodkirkreception@woodkirkacademy.com
https://leedssouthandeast.foodbank.org.uk/2020/05/01/please-read-important-information-re-temporary-closures/
http://www.batleyfoodbank.org.uk/opening-times/
mailto:safeguarding@woodkirkacademy.com


At the start of June we started collating the praise being given to students for their hard 
work, resilience and determination not to let school closure get in the way of their 
learning.  It has been amazing to read about the excellent things you have been doing.  In 
addition to this, all notes of praise were turned into House points- the intention being the 
House with the most points at the end of the year would receive a donation for its 
nominated charity (World Wildlife Fund for Nature, British Heart Foundation, Bone Cancer 
Trust, Cystic Fibrosis Trust, Prostrate Cancer UK & Mind)    
  
Throughout the term the leader board has fluctuated and at the end of last week there 
was just a single point separating Ribblesdale (479) and Ingleborough (478) at the top of 
the table.  This week’s points have now been added meaning that a donation of £200 will 
be made to the ‘World Wildlife Fund for Nature’ as the nominated charity of 
Ingleborough.  Well done to all students for their fantastic contributions to this. 
 
Ingleborough House Leader, Mr A Smith, says "To all members of Ingleborough House, 
well done and congratulations on the hard work and commitment that has led to our charity 
receiving this fantastic donation.  The recent pandemic has been a challenge for everyone, 
however, your resilience and dedication in the face of this adversity is commendable. I 
hope you have a wonderful Summer and look forward to seeing you again in September." 
 
The final points for all Houses are: 
 

Ingleborough 560 

Ribblesdale 543 

Pen-Y-Ghent 514 

Dentdale 486 

Whernside 486 

Malhamdale 452 

 
Staffing 
 
At this time of year we say goodbye to some staff as they move on to new challenges and 
roles.  Colleagues leaving include Mrs Greenwood, Miss Henderson from the teaching 
staff and Mrs Dalzell, Miss Bullard and Mr Roper from the support staff.    
 
We wish them all the very best and thank them for their work at Woodkirk. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all of the staff who have contributed 
to the success of the school this year, both prior to and during school closure.  Whether 
that be by keeping our site open and operating safely; by supervising keyworker children; 
by contributing to the Years 10 and 12 programmes on site; or by providing remote 
learning and support to students and other staff.  There have been so many lovely 
messages of support from parents and students who appreciate, as do I, the tremendous 
work that has taken place. 
 
Senior Team  
 
Supporting me, as Principal and CEO for Leodis Academies Trust, is an excellent senior 
team led by Mr Jones as Associate Principal.  Their work across the year has been 
immense and I would like to thank them for this and remind you of their respective roles 
for the next academic year: 
 
Mrs Coffey  Teaching & Learning and Careers 
Mr Cook  Behaviour & Safety Years 7 to 9 
Mr Currie  Behaviour & Safety Years 10 & 11 
Mr Jackson  Quality of Education Key Stage 4 
Mr Lowe  Quality of Education Key Stage 3 
Mrs McNab  Curriculum & Staffing / HR 
Mr Warwick-Giles Director of Sixth Form 
 
 



Year Tutors for 2020/21 
 
This team have been instrumental in supporting student well-being over the year and I am 
sure you would like me to thank them for their care and support.  For the next academic 
year they are assigned to the following year groups and roles: 
 
Year 7   Mr Lazarus 
Year 8   Mr McIntyre 
Year 9   Mr Watson 
Year 10   Mr A Smith 
Year 11   Mr N Smith 
Years 12 and 13  Mr Ellis 
SEMH Tutor   Ms Danby  
SENDCo   Mrs Worsley 
 
Governors 
 
During the year we have continued to be supported by our excellent Local Governing 
Board, chaired by Mr Aiston, as well as the Trust Board for Leodis Academies Trust.  I 
would like to thank them for their support and additional work during the last few months 
in ensuring that the core functions of educating and keeping safe the students have 
continued effectively alongside running the business of the Academy. 
 
Academic Calendar 2020/21 
 

Holiday The Academy Closes The Academy Opens 

Summer break  Monday 7 September 2020 

Autumn mid-term Friday 23 October 2020 Monday 2 November 2020 

Christmas break Friday 18 December 2020 Monday 4 January 2021 

Spring mid-term Friday 12 February 2021 Monday 22 February 2021 

Easter break Thursday 1 April 2021 Monday 19 April 2021 

May Bank holiday Friday 30 April 2021 Tuesday 4 May 2021 

Summer mid-term Friday 28 May 2021 Monday 7 June 2021 

Summer break Friday 23 July 2021  

 
Training Days 
 

Monday 7 September 2020 

Friday 27 November 2020 

Friday 12 February 2021 

Monday 26 July 2021 

Tuesday 27 July 2021 

 
Finally, returning to our students.  You have shown resilience and maturity way beyond 
your years.  We have delighted in the stories you have shared with us about your learning 
and the positive experiences you have had against the backdrop of this global pandemic.  
Over the summer, please reflect upon how you have grown as a person and we look 
forward to welcoming you back to the Academy in September.  Until then, I wish you and 
your families a safe, happy and restful summer.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
J Barton 
Principal  



Year 11 Students who have applied to college  
 
Enrolment arrangements may be slightly different this year for students who have an offer 
of a place at a local college for September 2020 start.  Colleges will be contacting 
applicants with information of how this will be arranged over the summer.  Please check 
your emails (and spam folder) as well as your phone regularly for messages and texts 
from college.  This is the way they will be informing you of what you will need to do to 
confirm your place and enrol. 
 
If you have any issues please contact the college in the first instance. Contact numbers 
will be on individual college websites. 
 
If you still require assistance, please contact Woodkirk Reception who will pass your 
message on to a member of the Careers Team. 
 
As usual, the Careers Team will be available in school on GSCE results day on 20 August 
in order to support students.  
 

 

Donation of Uniform Items  
 

As the academic year draws to an end, so does the suitability of items of uniform.  If 
parents are purchasing new items of uniform for September and would like to donate 
unused jumpers / ties / PE kit which can be reused, we would be extremely grateful for 
any donations.  These items can be passed on to other families to help during these 
uncertain times.  Please deliver items of clothing to Main Reception and place them in the 
‘quarantine / drop-off’ point.  They will then be washed and distributed where needed. 
Your support is greatly appreciated. 
 
 

Parents’ Uniform Surgery 
 

Historically, the Academy has set aside several after-school sessions for parents to clarify 
purchased items of uniform before the summer break. Given the circumstances, this has 
not been possible.  
 
Instead, Mr Cook invites parents of all students to attend our ‘Uniform Surgery’, at the end 
of the summer holiday, in preparation for the new academic year. You are welcome to 
bring in any newly purchased items of uniform, with tags still on (so they may be 
exchanged, if necessary), to check they follow the Woodkirk guidelines and we will be 
happy to answer any questions you may have about our school uniform. 
 
The ‘Surgery’ will take place on Wednesday 2 September, 9am until 4pm. Please email 
woodkirkreception@woodkirkacademy.com to register a convenient time slot on that day 
and a member of staff will be available to check uniform and offer advice.  
 
 

Year 7 Leadership 
 

As Mr Lazarus, Year Tutor to Year 7, welcomes to the Academy new students in 
September, the day-to-day leadership of current Year 7 students will pass to Mr McIntyre.  
He will remain as their Year Tutor until the end of Year 11.  Mr McIntyre is a highly 
experienced Year Tutor and is looking forward to taking over the leadership of the year 
group. 
 
Mr Cook, Vice Principal, will remain the senior member of staff responsible for this year 
group. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:woodkirkreception@woodkirkacademy.com


Year 11 Leavers Video 
 

To mark the end of Year 11’s schooling at Woodkirk, they have all received an email this 
morning with a special link to a video that I have put together for them with the technical 
help and guidance of Mr Gage.  Hopefully they will enjoy the video and it will serve as a 
way of saying goodbye/see you next year in these exceptional circumstance.  I hope it 
raises a smile in what have been incredibly challenging times. I look forward to seeing 
some of them on Results Day and wish them all the best in their futures. 
 
Mr McIntyre 
 
 

BTEC Performing Arts Variety Performance 2020 
 

This year, music and performing arts students have risen to the challenge of rehearsing 
and creating their acts in lockdown.  There have been so many wonderful entries and it is 
great to see that everyone is still performing in one way or another. Usually, this is a full 
day event in school and we select awards to give out, but as you will appreciate this is not 
possible in the current circumstances so we are therefore doing this remotely. 
 

Award Winners 
Best Rehearsal Ethic – Maisie F 
Choreography Award - Lucy M 

Most Creative – Archie R 
Most Improved – Evan M 

Vocal Award – Joshanna-Rose T 
Musicality Award – Sofia F 

All winners will receive a trophy … Well Done! 
 

Please click here to watch our winning performances. 
 
Well done to everyone, you all produced some fantastic performances and have 
managed to entertain us during lockdown.  All entries have received a certificate for 
participating.  
We hope you have a fabulous summer.  The show must go on! 
 
The Music & Performing Arts Department 
 

Diversity Week - Blackout Poetry Winners 
 

Thank you to the English Department for supporting our Diversity Week Blackout Poetry 
competition.  The quality and creativity of the entries were astounding and it was very 
difficult to narrow it down to a final five.  
 
The final five were: 
Maisie F, Alfie V, Hennah H (Year 9), and Hannah H and Isabella A  (Year 7).  The English 
Department and I cast our votes and the winners were: 
1st  Maisie F 
2nd  Alfie V  
3rd  Isabella A 
 
Thank you to everyone for your contributions; it was a delight to read your entries and see 
the positive attitudes towards Diversity shine through. 
 
Congratulations to the winners and the final five for their outstanding contributions.  Please 
click here to view their entries. 
 
Mr McIntyre 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJNAQUdX5QSa8xeF6bufAxQ?view_as=subscriber
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/Final_5_Blackout_Poetry_competition-1594987112.pdf


UCL Medical Sciences Lecture Series  
 
The UCL Medical Sciences Team are delighted to continue their UCL Medical Sciences 
Lecture Series, designed to inspire Year 11 and 12 students as well as the general public, 
to engage you with the fascinating world of medical science. 
 
Join them on the 24 July at 11:15 am (BST), for a lecture and Q&A with Professor David 
Lomas: 'Treatment for COVID-19... getting out of the pandemic'. 
Professor Lomas will talk about the treatments available for COVID-19 patients, how 
effective they are, and medical strategies that could help us out of the pandemic. 
 
Click here to Register  
 

 

Virtual Work Experience  
 

JLL, a world leader in real estate, are offering students a one week virtual work experience 
placement in August. Students will meet team members, learn about the key areas of 
JLL’s business and complete work and activities.  
  
The programme will give students a genuine insight into whether a career in property could 
be for them and put them in a great position for when JLL’s Apprenticeship opportunities 
open in the Autumn.  
  
This opportunity is open to 15-20 year olds who are currently at school or college.  
  
Click here for full details on what they have to offer. 
 
 

Summer Challenge Projects 2020 

 
As part of our continued emphasis on challenge and developing resilience for all our young 
learners, we have a number of Summer Challenge projects for our current Year 7 and 
Year 8 students.  The projects have been designed so anyone can get involved.  Students 
can bring in their completed projects in September and these will then be shared and 
celebrated with their peers and teaching staff.  There will be recognition and rewards for 
the best projects.  It is hoped they will keep your son/daughter engaged in and enthused 
by learning, ready for the next school year.  You can find the projects on our website – 
www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk – in the Student section or please click here. 
 

 

Years 8 and 9 students : The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
 
Bronze Award 
 
If your son/daughter is currently in Year 8, you should have received an email about an 
exciting opportunity for them to enrol on the DofE Bronze Award in Year 9. 
 

Please click on the following links: 
 

Click here for information about the Award. 
 

Click here for the enrolment form. 
 
Silver Award 
 
If you would like your son/daughter to enrol on the DofE Silver Award, please click on 
the following links: 
 

Click here for information about the Award. 
 

Click here for the enrolment form. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/treatment-for-covid-19-getting-out-of-the-pandemic-registration-112958054582?aff=WPOutlook
https://www.springpod.co.uk/opportunities/a-peek-into-property-virtual-work-experience/?utm_source=campus&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=jll_admins_16_07_2020
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.woodkirkacademy.co.uk&data=02%7C01%7Cdickinson.n%40woodkirkacademy.com%7C49801bafaab34d91a44f08d81da8832e%7Ce2e4aaaf26cc41ce931b42cd6c1623cc%7C0%7C0%7C637291956896119654&sdata=nXnkv6KFPS8InDziFR0JGpZbRRCH0Cen3G31v36cblU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.woodkirkacademy.co.uk%2Fstudents%2Fsummer-challenge-projects--2020&data=02%7C01%7Cdickinson.n%40woodkirkacademy.com%7C49801bafaab34d91a44f08d81da8832e%7Ce2e4aaaf26cc41ce931b42cd6c1623cc%7C0%7C0%7C637291956896129647&sdata=rfzKcOmL5KBJyUjhE0wUX0H1um0Yag15ReOBAakXtO4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/students/duke-of-edinburgh
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/students/duke-of-edinburgh
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/Silver_Duke_of_Edinburgh_presentation-1593080796.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/DofE_Enrolment_form-1593080812.doc


Enrolment forms should be completed as a Word document and emailed to Miss Mills at 
mills.c@woodkirkacademy.com  Please make sure that you title your attached form with 
your son/daughter’s full name and form group.  
 
If you would like any more information about the DofE Awards, please email Miss Mills. 
 

 

SAFEGUARDING  
 

 
Dangers of Nitrous Oxide Canisters 
  
You may well have noticed recent media concerns over people's use of nitrous oxide 
canisters.  Nationally and locally, the use of these has increased over the past year and 
they can be extremely harmful. 
Most often, small silver canisters are used and the gas is then transferred to a balloon 
before being exhaled.  Please click here for more information about the dangers. 
 
If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to get in touch with Mr Currie. 
 

New guidance published on keeping children safe from abuse and harm 

 
The Department for Education have jointly published new guidance with the Home Office, 
the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, and Public Health England on keeping 
children safe from abuse and harm. This guidance brings together sources of information 
about the main risks children may be vulnerable to during the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic and signposts you to help and support available. 
 
Please click here to view 

 
Stay safe this summer 

As lockdown restrictions ease and we all go outside more, we want students to stay safe 
in the community. Leeds Safeguarding have provided some information on how to keep 
safe around open water, abandoned buildings/building site and railway lines. 

Click here for more information on their website. 

 
 

Leodis Support Service 

 
Leodis Support Service are continuing to support our young people and their families 
during the partial closures of all schools. 
We are regularly updating our website to keep you informed of the services which are still 
operating locally and nationally such as Foodbanks, debt advice services, mental health 
support services etc. so that families can continue to access the help that they need.  
 
Should you have any additional needs for your families outside of curriculum support, 
please click here for more information or contact us on 078 3571 2726. 
 

 

mailto:mills.c@woodkirkacademy.com
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/may/21/nitrous-oxide-users-unaware-of-health-risks-nurses-warn
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-from-abuse-and-harm
https://www.leedsscp.org.uk/Children-Young-People/Stay-safe-over-the-summer
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/leodis-support-service


Mediation Packs –‘Surviving the Now’ 
 
The Beck Welling Service are providing ‘mediation packs’ for parents of teenagers. The 
packs contain printed materials that act as an introduction to some of the techniques and 
issues discussed during their mediation sessions with parents and young people. They 
will include resources around understanding what is going on in the teenage brain and the 
types of behaviour parents might see. There are also some tips on positive communication 
and active listening. Finally, there will be some ideas around self-care for parents and an 
information sheet on where to go for further advice and support. 
 
We recognise that these packs provide only an introduction to the support that may be 
needed but we hope that it will open up conversations and encourage parents to seek 
further support where required. 
 
If you would be interested in receiving a ‘Mediation Pack’ from The Beck, please email 
roberts.l@woodkirkacademy.com for more information.  
 
 

COVID-19 KEY SUPPORT AND RESOURCES 
 
Please click here to view telephone numbers and links to a range 
of support and services available. 
 

Click here to read government guidance for parents, which 
covers changes to after-school clubs, holiday clubs, tuition, 
community activities and other out-of-school settings for children. 
 

Please click here to view the Children and Young People’s Mental 
Health and Coronavirus (COVID-19) booklet for parents. 
 

If you think you or a member of your household has coronavirus 
symptoms, click here for government guidance: 
 

The latest information and advice published by the government 
can be viewed by clicking here. 
 

Leeds City Council have developed a webpage Coronavirus help for people and 
communities which offers practical support such as access to food, money and advice 
around work and how Leeds City Council are currently operating.  
 
 

MY Ed  

 
The MY Ed app is an excellent method of communication between school and home. It 
will allow you to check information about the Academy, attendance of your child, his/her 
timetable, and positive referrals will be ‘pushed’ to your phone. In addition, you will be able 
to communicate directly with the Attendance Team for free. Please download this free app 
and check out the ‘News’ page of the Academy’s website for an information video: NEWS 
– CLICK 

mailto:roberts.l@woodkirkacademy.com
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