
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date: 01 April 2020 
 
SPECIAL COVID-19 (safeguarding) UPDATES 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 

Is your son / daughter eligible for Free School Meals (FSM)? 
 
Those parents whose child(ren) claim(s) free school meals will already be fully aware that 
Woodkirk Academy acted swiftly once schools were notified to close by the government. 
 
On the first Monday of home-learning, all parents of students eligible for FSM were invited 
to accept food parcels which were delivered to families during those first two days of 
school closure.  
 
On day 3, a co-ordinated approach provided each of those families with a hamper of food 
which would last for 7 days. This meant that staff at Woodkirk Academy had the 
opportunity to source enough ASDA vouchers to provide those families whose son / 
daughter is eligible for FSM.  
 
On Thursday 2 April, each of those families will receive a text message with a link to two 
vouchers for each child eligible for FSM: 
- £10 Asda voucher and £5 Asda voucher 

 
This will be repeated on Thursday 9 April. After this, the National Voucher Scheme will be 
rolled out to parents. Parents will receive further information shortly. 
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MESSAGE FROM LEEDS CITY COUNCIL 
 

 
 
 
 

Are you eligible for food help? 
If you are finding it difficult to access food due to financial constraints, self- isolation or 
accessibility of food provision, then you are eligible for help. 
When making the referral to Leeds City Council, you will be asked questions about your 
personal situation which will enable Leeds City Council to determine what type of support 
you require. 
 

 

How can I access help? 
If you think you may be eligible for help from this scheme, then you can contact a local 
keyworker or service who will make a referral for you. 
This might be somewhere or someone you already have contact with such as a school, 
college, social worker, housing officer or it could be a provision in your local area such 
as a Community Hub. 
Ideally a referral should be made through one of these support services, however if you 
are finding it hard to access these please make a self-referral by calling us on: 
0113 376 0330. This is a free number. 
 

 

What happens next? 
Once a referral has been made, we will pass your information on to local volunteer 
co-ordinators, and you will be provided with a food parcel or a supermarket voucher. This 
will be either delivered to a provision hub near your home for you to collect, such as a 
community hub, school, foodbank or a charity, or delivered to your home directly. We want 
everyone to feel supported and will work with you to see what route is best for you. 
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On-line safeguarding advice and measures to protect children / 
young people 
 
As we know, safeguarding young people is highly important. Children / young people will 
increasingly be using social networks to reach out to others and with that there will be an 
increased risk to fake news and online harms including grooming, radicalisation, 
exploitation, and bullying. All these issues could impact on their mental health and 
wellbeing.  This is a time when many young people will be vulnerable and unfortunately, 
the potential for exploitation will be at its highest. 
  
The UK Safer internet Centre has identified the following online risk categories: 
 
 Behaviour:  sharing too much information 
 Content: age-inappropriate or unreliable content or fake news 
 Contact: strangers, bullies, groomers or radicalisers can contact children 
 Commercialism and financial exploitation:  hidden costs of advertising in apps, 

games and websites 
 Extremism and radicalisation 
  
Also, we should all be aware of the potential increase of fake/poor quality organisations 
offering online learning to young people.  Please be aware that many are potentially rogue 
offers to encourage parents to pay for a service that may not exist or is of poor quality 
 
Finally, please speak with your son / daughter about their online activity. 

 
On-line safeguarding advice, guidance and links 
 
Online material promoting terrorism or extremism can be reported anonymously using the 
Online Tool on the Gov.UK website. 
  
The UK Safer Internet Centre has a Professionals Online Safety Helpline - 0344 381 
4772 
 
Below is also a selection of important resources available for parents:- 
  
1. NSPCC NetAware provides a useful guide to social networks, apps and guide. 
 
2. National Online Safety have produced a series of top tips guides to support remote 

learning for Parents, Children and Teachers. 
 
3. Thinkuknow is the education programme from NCA-CEOP, a UK organisation which 

protects children both online and offline for different age groups and parents. 
  
4. Childnet has produced a Parent and Carer Toolkit which is a collection of three 

resources designed to help you talk to your child about their online life, manage 
boundaries around family internet use and point you in the direction of where to get 
further help and support. 
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https://www.gov.uk/report-terrorism
https://www.gov.uk/report-terrorism
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/helpline/professionals-online-safety-helpline
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers


 

 
 

 
 
SILVERCLOUD – anxiety support for parents 
 

Northpoint (Wellbeing) have worked with Silvercloud Health to provide access to online 
support for parents and carers during the current situation. 
  
The site has been designed by clinical experts with the aim of empowering parents to think 
and feel better. The website includes programmes that are tailored to parents’ needs. It 
contains easy to use content and interactive tools. 
  
The online space is secure and anonymous. No identifying details are required apart from 
a contact e-mail address. 
  
To access the site go to https://nhs.silvercloudhealth.com/signup/ and enter the code 
‘north’ when prompted. 
 
 
 

******SAFEGUARDING ALERT – HOUSE PARTY APP****** 
 
The Leeds Education Safeguarding Team have had numerous queries and safeguarding 
concerns raised about an APP called House Party in respect to live streaming. 
 
House Party is taking social media by storm. It’s from the same company that created 
Fortnite. Over the last 48 hours there has been lots of misinformation over social media 
about it.  As with all live-streaming platforms, screenshots, unsolicited messages and self-
generated sexualised imagery can put young people at risk. Links to ‘rooms’ can also be 
shared publicly – to other platforms which could see uninvited users joining. 
 
 

 
 
 

‘Rooms’ should be locked to prevent uninvited guests from joining – remember all rooms 
will lock by default if a user enables ‘private mode’. 
  
If an uninvited guest joins a room, they can easily ‘friend’ others taking part in the live 
stream. 
  
It appears that when a friend is invited, their friends can also join a ‘room’ without the 
invitation. Therefore, potentially increase the opportunity to cyber-bully and troll others. 
 
CLICK HERE FOR FURTHER ADVICE AND GUIDANCE ABOUT ‘HOUSE PARTY’ 
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnhs.silvercloudhealth.com%2Fsignup%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ccook.n%40woodkirkacademy.com%7Cbb25771e6c6f4cbf75af08d7d4b6474e%7Ce2e4aaaf26cc41ce931b42cd6c1623cc%7C0%7C0%7C637211751655308162&sdata=ymvgSAZFEsdSR6gh0ipDj18Rga5wO1Go2EHnCV7Pb4I%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ineqe.com/2020/03/30/houseparty-how-safe-is-the-app-taking-the-uk-by-storm/


 

 
 

 
 
 

Stay-at-home-guidance From Central Government 

 

As a reminder, please find a link to an outline of the guidance which is being enforced. 
 
It is essential that we all observe these clear instructions. Whilst it can be easy to ask your 
son / daughter to socialise with their friends, this goes against the instructions. Adults and 
children should NOT socialise with people outside of the household, except for limited 
purposes. These measures are crucial to prevent the spread of the virus.  
 
Please read the guidance very carefully (summary) 
 

 
 

 
 
Home Learning Resources During School Closures 
 
Please access the link (CLICK) to find lists of tasks / instructions for work that could be 
completed during this initial stage of school closure.  Tasks and resources can be found 
on Pupilshare at: $ Working from homeSPRING 2020. 
 
Students are advised, where possible, to try to complete tasks according to their normal 
school timetable.  At this point, there is no expectation that students will submit completed 
tasks.   
 
We will update this website and let you know when further work is available for students; 
this will happen again w/c 20 April.  Thank you for your patience and co-operation at this 
time. 
 

 
 
Keeping Fit and Healthy during this period of ‘stay-at-home’ 
 
Watch "Announcing "PE with Joe" | Daily LIVE workouts for kids | The Body Coach" on 
YouTube, Monday to Friday, 9am: https://youtu.be/K6r99N3kXME  
 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/874742/Full_guidance_on_staying_at_home_and_away_from_others__1_.pdf
https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/covidu002d19-school-closure-work-and-resources-march-2020
https://www.woodkirkhomeaccess.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
https://www.woodkirkhomeaccess.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
https://youtu.be/K6r99N3kXME

