
 

 

PROMOTING BRITISH VALUES AT  

The DfE has recently reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous expectation on all schools to 
promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and 
tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.” The Government set out its definition of British values in the 
2011 Prevent Strategy. At Woodkirk Academy, these values are reinforced regularly and in the following ways:  

DEMOCRACY:  

Democracy is widespread within the school. Students have the opportunity to have their voices heard through our 
Student Leadership Group. A rigorous selection process takes place for the Senior Student Council representatives 
which includes the Head Boy, Head Girl, Junior Head Boy and Girl. Each form group at KS3 and KS4 has a Form 
Representative who relays feedback to the Student Leadership Group. Students are always able to voice their 
opinions through their Student Year or Deputy Leader and we foster an environment in which students are safe to 
disagree with each other whilst showing mutual respect.  

THE RULE OF LAW:  

The importance of Laws, whether they be those that govern the class, the school, or the 
country, are consistently reinforced throughout the regular school day, as well as when 
dealing with behaviour and through school assemblies. Students are taught the value and 
reasons behind laws; that they govern and protect us - the responsibilities that this involves and the consequences 
when laws are broken. Visits from authorities such as the Police, Fire Service, Prison Service etc. are regular parts of 
our calendar and help reinforce this message. Woodkirk Academy also spreads these messages through carefully 
planned PDS lessons (PSHE). 

INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY:  

Within school, students are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are in a safe and supportive 
environment. As a school, we educate and provide boundaries for young students to make choices safely, through 
the provision of a safe environment and empowering education. Students are encouraged to know, understand and 

exercise their rights and personal freedoms and advised how 
to exercise these safely, for example through our E-Safety and 
RE/PDS lessons. Whether it be through choice of challenge, of 
how they record, of participation in our numerous extra-
curricular clubs and opportunities, students are given the 
freedom to make choices. In 2015, UNICEF’s Rights 
Respecting School’s Award will be the driving force which 
underpins our values and ethos, promoting children’s equality 
across the Academy. 

MUTUAL RESPECT:  

Part of our school ethos and behaviour policy has revolved around our motto of a ‘Your Aspirations, Our Inspiration’. 
Students have been part of discussions and assemblies related to what this means and how it is shown. The school 
promotes respect for others and this is reiterated through our classroom and learning rules, as well as our behaviour 
policy.  

TOLERANCE OF THOSE OF DIFFERENT FAITHS AND BELIEFS:  

This is achieved through enhancing students’ understanding of their place in a culturally diverse society and by giving 
them opportunities to experience such diversity. Assemblies and discussions involving prejudices and prejudice-based 
bullying have been followed and supported by learning in RE and PDS. Members of different faiths or religions are 
encouraged to share their knowledge to enhance learning within classes and the school.  


