
 
 

Year 7 Catch Up Premium 

 

What is the Catch Up Premium 

The literacy and numeracy catch-up premium gives schools additional funding to 

support Year 7 students who did not achieve at least Level 4 in Mathematics and/or 

reading at the end of Key stage 2 (KS2). 

School Allocation 

In 2015/6 a total of £22,500 was awarded for supporting 45 students with low prior 

attainment at KS2.  15 students were below Level 4 in Mathematics, 13 in reading 

and 16 in both Mathematics and reading.  This funding, known as ‘Catch Up 

Premium’  (CUP), is used to give these students valuable additional provision and is 

intended to help them catch up in literacy and numeracy as early as possible in their 

secondary education, enabling them to access the secondary curriculum more fully. 

 

End of year results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the table above it can be seen that in English 62% of ‘catch up’ students 

achieved the Level 4 (1+) threshold and in Mathematics 55% achieved this measure.  

These are very much estimated figures however, as students in both English and 

Mathematics are now working on the new National Curriculum with a completely new 

grading structure to that from KS2.  The new curriculum is more demanding and 

matching of old sub-levels to new grades is not perfectly comparable and therefore, 

any attempt at comparisons to previous years are not applicable.  Without national 

data these can only be estimates but standards across both departments would 

strongly suggest that the progress made by this cohort of students is at least as good 

as the excellent progress that has been made by previous similar cohorts. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 2016 

English cohort 29 

Achieved Level 4 by the 
end of Year7 

18(62%) 

  

Maths cohort 31 

Achieved Level 4 by the 
end of Year7 

17(55%) 



 
 

 

 

Summary of Initiatives to support Year 7 ‘Catch Up’ students 

 

 Higher Level Teaching Assistants and Teaching Assistants work 1 to 3 with 

‘Catch Up’ students two hours per week providing a combination of reading, 

literacy and numeracy support with a dedicated program devised by English 

and Mathematics specialists. 

 

 Teaching Assistants supported the lower ability during timetabled lessons. 

 

 Close monitoring of student attainment to ensure that students who required 

continued support remained on the ‘Catch Up’ program. 

 

 Professional development of specialist teachers in English and Mathematics 
to ensure the most effective teaching and learning by liaising with primary 
school colleagues and development of KS2/3 bridging schemes of work and 
resources.  

 

 Purchase of additional, appropriate fiction and non-fiction titles for struggling 
readers.  

 

 The Accelerated Reader Scheme has been purchased to ensure students 
receive additional reading support in Year 7. 

 

 Accelerated Reader Club with the school librarian. 
 

 External English Volunteers working with low ability students in English 
lessons. 

 

 KS3 English holiday workshops run by subject specialists, specifically 
targeting the lower ability underperforming students and concentrating largely 
on literacy and confidence. 

 

 Sixth Form peer tutoring for Year 7 in Mathematics in an after school 10 week 
block, not exclusively for the lower ability but again attracting a large 
proportion of ‘Catch Up’ students. 

 

 Sixth Form students supporting low ability Year 7 students in lessons as part 
of their commitment to the wider aspects of school life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


