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“Our daughter has come 
home with smiles, 
laughter and lots of 
stories. I now know we 
made the right decision.”
CA, parent
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“Students achieve 
outstandingly well.”
Ofsted



On behalf of the Governors, staff and students I  
would like to thank you for your interest in The Sixth 
Form @ Woodkirk Academy. It is our intention that,  
by reading this prospectus, you will acquire a flavour  
of how choosing to study at Woodkirk will provide  
you with a firm foundation for adult life through a  
happy and memorable experience. 

We can offer you an extensive range of courses and  
experiences. Woodkirk students have an impressive  
history of making the most of the opportunities on  
offer to gain good results, to make a successful  
transition to higher education training or employment  
of their choice as well as making a valued contribution  
to school life and the wider community. 

Our Sixth Form has a friendly and supportive  
environment which reflects the hard working  
atmosphere common to the whole school. Great  
importance is attached to the relationships our  
students share with their teachers and tutors 

who monitor progress, oversee their personal  
development and prepare them for the next stage of 
their lives. 

As a member of our Sixth Form you will have the 
opportunity to develop a whole range of skills: 
academic; sporting; dramatic; musical; organisational 
and leadership which will be of benefit to you through 
all of your life. Our Sixth Form is large enough to 
offer a wide range of opportunities while being small 
enough to care and treat everyone as an individual. 

We are very proud of our Academy, I hope you enjoy 
reading about Woodkirk and, perhaps, visiting us to 
experience first-hand some of the outstanding work 
produced which reflects the standards we endeavour 
to achieve for all students. 

Mrs J Barton, Principal
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“I fully enjoyed my 
time in the Sixth 
Form. I was happy 
and made new 
friends.”



I am proud to have taught here for many years and I 
know that Woodkirk is an Academy that will always 
keep students at the centre of its purpose. All of the 
staff ensure that individuals feel valued, are treated as 
adults and are supported during a period that can be 
difficult at times. We are not afraid of this challenge, 
indeed, we relish it and we will continue to try our 
best to maintain the atmosphere that allows you to 
flourish and grow.

We have an excellent reputation for academic 
rigour and success, but equally as important to us 
is developing outstanding citizens for the future who 
will be the next generation of leaders. By providing 
opportunities such as the Duke of Edinburgh Gold 
Award, work experience and being part of the 
highly developed Sixth Form Senior Council, you will 
develop the employability skills that will be needed in 
your future career of choice.

I am certain that we will provide the experiences that 
will enable you to achieve your ambitions, guide you 
in the right direction and celebrate with you your 
achievements. We have high standards, expect the 
best from you and the staff, governors and I would be 
delighted to see you in The Sixth Form @ Woodkirk 
Academy.

Good luck with your studies this year, hard work will 
pay off and whatever your decision, I wish you all the 
best.

Jamie Lowe,
Vice Principal
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My name is Steve Alleston, current Chair of 
Governors and former link Governor to the Sixth 
Form @ Woodkirk Academy.

I take pleasure in being able to recommend Woodkirk 
Academy to any prospective new students who are 
prepared to be pushed towards their full potential. 
Both my son Jake and daughter Natalie have 
advanced into professional careers due to the care, 
guidance and support offered to them throughout 
their time here. The Sixth Form staff are very driven 
and demand high standards of behaviour, work 

quality and teamwork. Year in, year out, they achieve 
some remarkable results and they will set you up well 
for the future.

The inclusive atmosphere however, is what will 
impress you the most. Come and feel it for yourself, I 
am certain that you will find a warm welcome.

Best of luck.
Steve Alleston

“One of the unique 
aspects of the Sixth Form 
at Woodkirk is the strong 
sense of community.  
Positive relationships 
are formed throughout 
the Sixth Form, through 
lessons and extra-
curricular activities such 
as fancy dress charity 
days, bun sales and 
sports competitions.
I believe the friendly, 
supportive environment 
of our Sixth Form is the 
best place to achieve your 
aspirations.”
Dan, Head Boy

“While I was studying 
for my GCSEs, I decided 
that The Sixth Form @ 
Woodkirk was the place 
for me.  I have been 
amazed at the support 
I have received from 
the staff here and this 
has continued into Sixth 
Form.  No member of 
staff is ever too busy: 
whether that be members 
of the pastoral team or 
subject teachers.  The 
teaching is excellent and 
there is always extra 
tuition available.
Woodkirk Academy is a 
great place to learn and 
achieve.”
Holly, Head Girl



•  We have high expectations of our students in all 
their subjects and this has led to an excellent 
record of success.

•  Our staff are dedicated, conscientious and 
well qualified; they inspire enthusiasm and 
commitment from the students they teach.  

•  Our students are passionate about their subjects 
and constantly strive to achieve excellence.  

•  A wide and varied curriculum offers a range 
of courses including A Levels and Vocational 
courses which can be combined to suit the 
needs of your chosen career path. You will 
leave Woodkirk with the qualifications, skills and 
attributes to achieve success at university, on an 
apprenticeship or in employment.

Why choose 
Woodkirk?
Excellent academic outcomes

“I looked to move to 
Woodkirk for the Sixth 
Form because of the 
outstanding A Level results.  
When I came to the Open 
Evening all the students 
and teachers were friendly 
and very welcoming, I 
instantly felt comfortable 
about moving.  As soon as I 
started I knew I had made 
the right decision, everyone 
was so enthusiastic and 
I cannot wait to achieve 
great things here.”
Grace
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“It’s not the mountain 
we conquer, but 
ourselves.” Sir Edmund Hilary

Courses

COURSE TITLE AWARD A LEVEL EQUIVALENT

APPLIED LAW BTEC 1

ART AND DESIGN BTEC 3

BUSINESS STUDIES BTEC 1

FINE ART BTEC 1

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE CERTIFICATE BTEC 1

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE DIPLOMA BTEC 2

MUSIC BTEC 1

PERFORMING ARTS BTEC 1

SPORT BTEC 1

COURSE TITLE AWARD A LEVEL EQUIVALENT

BIOLOGY A LEVEL 1

BUSINESS STUDIES A LEVEL 1

CHEMISTRY A LEVEL 1

COMPUTER SCIENCE A LEVEL 1

ENGLISH LANGUAGE A LEVEL 1

ENGLISH LITERATURE A LEVEL 1

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE A LEVEL 1

FURTHER MATHEMATICS A LEVEL 1

GEOGRAPHY A LEVEL 1

HISTORY A LEVEL 1

LANGUAGES (FRENCH, GERMAN AND SPANISH) A LEVEL 1

LAW A LEVEL 1

MATHMATICS A LEVEL 1

MUSIC A LEVEL 1

PHYSICS A LEVEL 1

POLITICS A LEVEL 1

PRODUCT DESIGN A LEVEL 1

PSYCHOLOGY A LEVEL 1

SOCIOLOGY A LEVEL 1

COURSE TITLE AWARD A LEVEL EQUIVALENT

APPLIED SCIENCE TECHNICAL CERTIFICATE 1

CORE MATHEMATICS LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE 0.5

DIGITAL MEDIA TECHNICAL CERTIFICATE 1

6. 7.

Almost All course Are completed in two yeArs And there Are now externAl exAminAtions prior to the finAl exAm series.
more informAtion And the entry requirements for eAch of the courses cAn be found on our website in the course informAtion.
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•  We know that all our students are individuals with 
different needs, abilities, skills and personalities.

•  We have an experienced, dedicated Sixth Form 
Pastoral Team who understand there will be times 
when you may need help to achieve your goals.  
They are always on hand to provide caring and 
sensitive support, allowing you to overcome any 
barriers to learning.

•  All subject departments recognise that you may 
require more academic support to achieve the 
grades you need. One to one and small group 
tutorials are offered by all subjects every week.

Sometimes the best form of support is between 
students in the Sixth Form.  

“The students at Woodkirk are so friendly 
and helpful that there is always someone in 
the study areas that will help you with any 
difficult homework.” 
Ella

Why choose 
Woodkirk?
Outstanding student support

“My son has just left Woodkirk to go to 
university. This has been made possible 
by the staff at Woodkirk. They are 
unbelievably generous with their time, 
nothing is too much trouble.”



•  Life at Woodkirk isn’t just about achieving 
academic excellence, it’s about developing the 
skills and attributes you’ll need to succeed in all 
aspects of your life. 

•  We pride ourselves on the value we place on 
‘student voice’ which is why student leadership 
plays a crucial role in shaping the lives and 
experiences of students at Woodkirk.

•  There are lots of opportunities for you to 
develop your leadership skills. You could be an 
ambassador for your subject, be elected onto 
the Senior Council or be chosen to be Head or 
Deputy Head Girl or Boy.  

•  We expect you to be a role model and mentor 
to younger students, supporting them through 
vertical groups, in lessons, through reading 
groups and sports teams.

Why choose 
Woodkirk?
Fantastic enrichment 
opportunities
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•  There are also many extra-curricular activities 
to be involved in, allowing you to develop and 
demonstrate leadership skills.

•  We encourage and support all students to take 
part in the DofE Award and the NCS Programme.  
These well recognised, and highly thought of, 
awards will allow you to develop the skills and 
attributes we believe you will need to thrive in the 
world of work.

•  We have many trips and visits that enrich 
our curriculum and serve to fuel the passion 
our students have for their subjects and their 
ambitions. These include Law students having 
the opportunity to see real life legal dramas in the 
Leeds Law Courts and Physics students feeling 
the forces at Alton Towers. Our STEM enrichment 
is so well recognised that it has been mentioned 
in parliament!

12. 13.

Why choose 
Woodkirk?
Fantastic enrichment 
opportunities
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Your aspirations are our inspiration.

Sixth Form is a life changing period in your life.  
Our careers programme allows you to explore 
universities, apprenticeships and employment 
opportunities through dedicated lessons, guest 
speakers, careers days and work experience.

Our careers guidance caters for your aspirations 
through a dedicated lesson every week, led by 
experienced staff.

These lessons are supplemented with 
•  Mock interviews
•  One to one support from our Careers Advisor.
•  Organised trips to careers events.
•  Supported visits to university open days.
•  Visiting speakers from universities, industry, the 

forces and gap year organisations.
•  Work experience.

There are also separate programmes of support 
for students applying for Oxford or Cambridge, 
medicine, veterinary medicine, and other highly 
competitive degrees.

Why choose 
Woodkirk?
First class careers guidance
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Alumni
We are immensely proud of our alumni and they remain part 
of the Woodkirk family long after they have left us. Many 
come back to visit and several former students deliver talks 
and provide support for career action planning to current 
students. Having given our leavers the firm foundations on 
which to build, the staff at Woodkirk Academy are keen to 
celebrate their achievements and continue to wish them the 
very best for the future. 

18. 19.

Leah Asquith
Completed A Levels in 
English Language, History 
and Sociology before 
studying History and 
Sociology at the University 
of Leeds.  Leah is now 
teaching History in a 
secondary school.

Chloe Connolly
Completed A Levels in 
Biology, Chemistry, 
Further Mathematics and 
Physics before studying 
Chemical Engineering 
at the University of 
Birmingham. Having 
graduated with a First 
degree, she is now working 
for ExxonMobil as a 
Chemical Engineer.

Robert Midgely
Completed A Levels 
in English, Music and 
Music Technology before 
studying Journalism and 
Broadcasting at the The 
University of Salford.  
He now works on the 
central news desk for The 
Telegraph newspaper.

Curtis Parker-Milnes
Completed A Levels in 
Chemistry, Government 
& Politics and Psychology 
before going to Sheffield 
Hallam University to 
study Radiotherapy 
and Oncology. Having 
graduated with a First 
degree he is now working 
at the Leeds Cancer Centre 
at St Jame’s Hospital, 
Leeds. 

Adele Shales
Completed A Levels in 
Chemistry, Mathematics 
and Psychology before 
studying Forensic Science 
and Criminal Investigation 
at Lancaster University.  
She is now working for 
Greater Manchester Police 
Forensic Department.

Douglas Stevens
Completed A Levels in 
Biology, English Language 
and History before taking 
up an Apprenticeship and 
qualifying as a Chemical 
Process Operator.

Rachel Ward
Completed A Levels in 
Biology, Chemistry and 
English Literature before 
going to Newcastle 
University to study 
Medicine.  She has 
continued her studies 
beyond her First degree by 
completing a Masters in 
Medical Anthropology at 
Durham University.

Stevie Ward
Completed A Levels in 
English Language, English 
Literature and Physical 
Education before studying 
Media at Leeds Beckett 
University.  He now plays 
rugby professionally for 
Leeds Rhinos.

Ibrahim Malik
Completed A Levels in 
Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics and Mathematics 
before studying Medicine 
at the University of 
Birmingham.

Aaron Cawood
Completed A Levels 
in English Language, 
English Literature and 
History before going to 
the University of Oxford to 
study English Language 
and Literature.

Rebecca Pottage
Completed A Levels in 
Psychology and Sociology 
before studying Sociology 
with Criminology at 
Loughborough University.

Haarla Sadiq
Completed A Levels in 
English Language, English 
Literature and History 
before studying History 
at the University of 
Nottingham.
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Andrew Howard 
Completed A Levels in 
Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics and Mathematics 
before going to the 
University of Cambridge to 
study Medicine.

Elliott Hurley
Completed A Levels in 
Biology, History and 
Physical Education 
before going to Leeds 
Metropolitan University 
to study Sports and 
Exercise Therapy; he is 
now completing a Masters 
in Sports Business.  In 
addition to his studies he 
leads projects for a youth 
group in Leeds city, as well 
as representing England in 
athletics.

Former Head Boys & Girls

2014-2015. James is 
reading Mathematics 
at the University of 
Manchester. Im is 
reading Management at 
the University of Leeds.

2015-2016. Tom is 
reading Music at 
the University of 
Nottingham. Maisie is 
reading Geography at 
EAU. 

2017-18. Dan is studying 
Primary Education at 
Leeds Beckett University.  
Holly is reading Physics 
with European Language 
at the University of 
Nottingham.

2016-2017. Ben is 
reading Medicine at the 
University of Leeds. Ellis 
is reading Radiotherapy 
and Oncology at Sheffield 
Hallam University



Rein Rd, Tingley, Wakefield, WF3 1JQ
Tel 0113 887 3600

For all enquiries: sixthformenquiries@woodkirkacademy.com
Tel 0113 887 3615
Application forms can be found on the Sixth Form section of 
our website: www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk
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