
 
 

CAREERS 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

 
 

Sociology 
 
Skills gained from studying both GCSE and A Level sociology are many and varied. Some of 
these include: 
 
• Appreciating the complexity and diversity of social situations. 
• Applying sociological theory to society’s organisations including schools, hospitals and 

office 
• Researching, judging and evaluating information 
• Making reasoned arguments 
• Knowledge and understanding of research methods, analysis and statistical techniques 
• Working collaboratively. 
 
Typical employers include work in a social or welfare role but others go into a variety of jobs 
throughout the public and private sector. Some employers include: 
 
• Local and central government 
• Industry 
• Commerce 
• NHS 
• Education  
• Counselling and voluntary organisations. 
 
Jobs where sociology is useful are many and varied. For example – housing 
manager/officer, human resources officer, probation officer. 
 
Psychology 
 
Studying psychology gives you a broad range of skills that pan both science and the arts and 
opens up opportunities with a wide variety of employers. Some of the transferable skills you 
will develop whilst studying this include: 
 

• Written and verbal communication including report writing 
• Handling of data and statistics 
• Analytical research 
• Problem solving 
• The ability to work in teams. 

  



 
Psychology opens up a large number of possibilities. For example: 
 

• Clinical psychologist 
• Counselling psychologist 
• Educational psychologist 
• Forensic psychologist (Studied in Year 13). 
• Occupational psychologist 
• Psychological wellbeing practitioner 
• Sport and exercise psychologist (Studied in Year 13). 

 
The scientific aspects of a psychology course, including the application of a reasoned 
approach, problem solving and manipulation of data provide useful tools for careers in health 
care, law enforcement, finance, ICT and research. 
 
Your knowledge of human behaviour and motivation, ability to critically analyse a problem, 
formulate a considered response, create an argument and generate new ideas lend 
themselves well to careers in the creative industries, the legal sector, government 
administration and education. 

 


