
 
 
 
11 September 2020 
 
Dear Parent 
 

Welcome to the new-look academic year!  I hope you were able to enjoy the summer break.  It has 
been wonderful to see Woodkirk Academy students back in school and we offer a warm welcome to 
our new Year 7 and 12 students.  
 

We would normally start the new academic year by recognising some of the superb examination results 
achieved by our students; this year is slightly different, of course.  As you will know, students were not 
able to showcase their abilities in the summer exams.  In spite of this, and in recognition of the hard 
work they showed throughout their studies, a large majority moved onto the next steps of their choice.  
Approximately two thirds of Year 13 leavers accepted places at Universities, with 25% continuing their 
education at one of the prestigious Russell Group Universities.  Others moved onto apprenticeships 
and employment.  Our Year 11 leavers enjoyed similar success and it has been a pleasure to see so 
many continuing their studies at The Sixth Form @ Woodkirk.  Congratulations to all of the students 
and my thanks to the staff for the unwavering support they offered. 
 
Further work took place over summer to ensure that Woodkirk Academy remains an outstanding 
learning environment.  Three more science labs were refurbished, the significant improvements to the 
football fields, in partnership with Woodkirk Valley FC and the Football Foundation.  Much work also 
took place to ensure the site was ‘COVID ready’ and my thanks go to all of those who made this 
possible. 
 
The 2020/21 academic year promises to be like no other.  As part of our commitment to ensuring 
students and staff remain as safe as possible there have been a large number of changes to the normal 
school day.  As per our letter to you at the end of summer, these include staggered start, break, lunch 
and end times; extended lessons; increased cleaning and safety precautions; amended classroom 
layouts; and a comprehensive one-way system.  Somewhat typically the students have taken to these 
with ease.  Behaviour has been first-class: students of all ages have demonstrated great maturity, acting 
as role models to their peers.  Attendance has also been excellent, at over 98% for the first three days.  
Our thanks go to parents for supporting this and to the students themselves for making such a positive 
return – well done! 
 
With regard to buying food at break and lunchtime, as it is not possible to use the biometric fingerprint 
system all students have been provided with a card.  Should your son/daughter lose their card, there 
will be a charge of £1 for a replacement.  This amount will be deducted from your ParentPay account. 
 
We understand the challenges presented by the decreased access to public transport and thank you 
for your consideration if you do need to bring your son/daughter to school by car.  We kindly remind 
you to only park on the school side of Rein Road, but not on the yellow, zig-zag lines as this is illegal.  It 
is essential you do this as we cannot currently allow parents to drive onto school grounds.  Increased 
traffic on Rein Road is an increased risk to our students’ safety.  The single yellow line restrictions are: 
 
AM: 8am to 9.30am No Parking / No Dropping Off 

PM: 2.30pm to 4pm every day. No Parking / No Dropping Off 
 
If you have to collect your son/daughter from Scarborough Street, we ask that you please respect 
local residents.  Concerns have been expressed that some cars are inappropriately parked across 
driveways or even in residents’ properties; congestion would be eased if parents did not drive onto 
Scarborough Street itself and waited instead on Dewsbury Road.  It is important that the area remains 
safe so students are not placed in danger due to inconsiderate driving.   
 



As mentioned, ensuring the safety of students and staff is priority.  We would remind you to follow the 
government guidance regarding self-isolation and testing should any of the symptoms of COVID-19 be 
present.  Please click here for details of what to do if your son/daughter is sent home due to COVID-19 
symptoms or after being sick in school.  We understand that children may be unwell for reasons other 
than COVID-19.  In cases where this requires absence from school, please follow the normal 
procedures of making the school aware.  If you are leaving a message it would be helpful if you could 
confirm that the symptoms are specifically not any of those associated with COVID-19.   
 
A number of school events will be run differently this year and further information will be shared in due 
course.  These include the Open Evenings for prospective Year 7 and Year 12 students for the 2021/22 
academic year (scheduled for 1 October and 22 October respectively), Parents’ Evenings and 
Information Evenings.  These events are key to maintaining effective communication and positive 
working relationships and we look forward to welcoming you to them, whatever they look like this year. 
 
Over the past few years our partnership with the primary schools of Leodis Trust has brought benefits 
to all concerned.  This was never more true than during the extended school closure seen last year.  
The collective effort helped each individual school ensure that those students and families in need of 
support received it and made more efficient much of the necessary planning that took place.  Leodis 
Support Service (LSS), led by Mrs Roberts, provides additional guidance and support for 
pupils/students and families across the Trust, including help to access external agencies and services.  
LSS is based at Woodkirk Academy and can be contacted by telephone on 0113 887 3609 or by email 
at leodissupportservice@leodisacademiestrust.co.uk.  Further information is available on the Leodis 
Academies Trust website – please click here. 
 
We are incredibly proud of what our students achieve each day, and the outstanding character that they 
display will be more important than ever in the months ahead.  I look forward to celebrating the many 
successes I am sure they will achieve, which will stand out all the more given the circumstances we 
face. I would like to thank you in advance for your support in this most exceptional of years ahead. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
T Jones 
Associate Principal 

 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/nucleus.woodkirk/Parent_information_-_response_to_ill_health_Sep_20-1599820130.pdf
mailto:leodissupportservice@leodisacademiestrust.co.uk
https://www.leodisacademiestrust.com/support-services

