
 
 
 
 
3 April 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Students 
 
I hope that this e-newsletter finds you all well and coping with the current situation we all are 
in. 
 
I want to update you on a few things and explain how we will be operating going forward. 
 
I want to thank you all for continuing to observe the government guidelines to stay home and 
stay safe as well as social distancing, which can be found at https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus.  
This has allowed Woodkirk to remain open for the very small number of students who need 
our support.  In turn, staff have been able to stay safe also, take care of their families and not 
add an extra burden to the school system.  Thanks to the staff for their support in keeping 
school open and for providing work and help to our students during this time of uncertainty. 
 
As you know, the Easter holiday period commences this weekend.  As such, I have asked 
staff not to set any work for students for the next two weeks.  This will allow them to rest, 
spend time with their families and prepare for the recommencement of distance learning from 
20 April.  Details will again be posted on the Academy’s website.  Over the holiday, students 
are more than welcome to continue with any work that has been set so far and a list of other 
activities, games and challenges that families can undertake over the holiday period can be 
found in the Parents section of our website – click here to view.  I know you will understand 
why we have taken this decision and I respectfully request that you do not email teaching staff 
or expect feedback on any work submitted over the Easter period.   
 
I also understand that you may have queries other than those related to your son/daughter’s 
work and would ask that you use the contacts listed in the rest of this letter if needed. 
 
This week has seen the introduction of the national voucher system for those in receipt of free 
school meals.  Mr Cook has been overseeing this and I would reiterate that this scheme does 
not require you to give any bank details; Woodkirk will never ask for these.  We also know that 
some families may find themselves in hardship or becoming eligible for free school meals due 
to changes in circumstances.  We would ask that you email Mrs J Hudson 
hudson.j@woodkirkacademy.com, contact the school by phone or text 07503 091455 if you 
need this support.   
 
 
 

Continued …… 
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We have just received final clarification with regard to Years 11 and 13 examination results 
and have been asked to share with candidates a letter from Ofqual.  Please click here to view.  
 
As you can see, we have been instructed not to share predicted grades with you so please do 
not contact individual teachers or the school about grades.  We will keep you up to date with 
any further communication received about this matter. 
 
From 20 April, new work for Years 11 and 13 courses will not be asked of the students.  We 
are setting up extended transition work for Year 11 students to support their transition to the 
Sixth Form at Woodkirk.  This will allow them to sample courses that they may wish to study 
post 16 and ensure that they are well prepared for September.  Details on enrolling for the 
Sixth Form will be communicated nearer this time.  In the meantime, if you have queries about 
an application or wish to apply please contact sixthformenquiries@woodkirkacademy.com 
 
I hope you have seen our mid-week safeguarding update and I would remind parents again 
that as students are now spending more time online, please remember to monitor their usage 
to keep them safe from online abuse and unwanted contact.  Links to information and support 
around safe online practice can also be found on our website and this link 
https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/. We continue to recommend that phones and other 
devices are not in bedrooms overnight, particularly for younger children.  If any issues arise, 
apps will have reporting mechanisms built in.  There is also the option of reporting directly to 
CEOP.  School will still remain a point of contact for support should you require it and if you 
have any concerns please email Mr Currie at currie.d@woodkirkacademy.com  
 
For any other enquiries, please use the Contact Us form on the website.  Please note that 
Reception is being covered at the Academy on reduced hours and so your enquiry may not 
be answered immediately. 
 
Finally, as last week, thank you for all the supportive messages that you have been sending 
to school and to staff.  These are very much appreciated.  I do hope that you find some 
enjoyment in the Easter break.  Take care, stay safe and look after each other. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

J Barton  
Principal 
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