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tunes in to success
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‘Every day, our students
do amazing things’
WELCOME to our latest Inspire magazine.
This edition focuses on how young lives are shaped at
Woodkirk Academy, and celebrates not only academic or
sporting excellence, but also the skills students develop
and the experiences they gain during their time here.
Key to all of this are the positive relationships that are
formed both within and beyond our school community,
and I am sure you will agree with me when I return to a
comment I made when I was appointed Principal, “every
day, our students do amazing things”.
I hope you enjoy this edition as much as I have.
Mrs Barton
Principal

Helping
African
children to
dream big
IN July last year, I embarked on the
journey of a lifetime to Africa, to
support children living in extreme
poverty, and in the hope of
encouraging them to ‘Dare2Dream’.
I was one of 22 members of
a ‘Dream Team’ that provided
educational supplies, including sports
equipment, to under-resourced
schools, as well as ‘shoes that grow’ –
adjustable footwear designed to last a
child through six years of growth.
As part of my daily role, I delivered
assemblies in schools and ran PE
lessons for up to two thousand
children who travelled from
neighbouring villages to take part.
During this time, I also developed
many skills, including communicating
non-verbally or using the basics
of Bemba (spoken by 52% of the
African population) to make myself
understood. The experience was
positively overwhelming, as I saw
at first hand the impact that
charitable work can have on an
underprivileged community.
I now sponsor a six-month-old girl,
Ivetti, in Zambia, who I met during
my experience. It is my intention
to continue to raise awareness of
Children in Crisis Africa’s work, and to
visit again this summer.
Olivia, Year 12

Attend today,
achieve tomorrow!
ATTENDANCE at Woodkirk Academy continues
to be outstanding, ending last year above our
school target of 96%. In fact, we have one of
the highest attendance rates of all secondary
schools in Leeds – and in the country.
Throughout the year, students and parents
have shown a real commitment in ensuring good
and regular attendance is a priority, and students
are regularly awarded for their efforts.
During our school attendance months, all
students have the chance to win rewards for their

attendance efforts. Last year’s 100% attendees,
who each received Love to Shop vouchers, were:
Ben (WT), Isabelle (VS), McKenzie (UP), Dylan
(TU) and Louise (SR).
Special mention also goes to Jacob (ST),
Abby (SU) and Rebecca (ST) who were rewarded
for five full years’ attendance, and Latham (R1)
who has achieved six years without a single
day’s absence!
We would like to thank all students and
parents for their continued efforts.

Young
musician
strikes a
chord
AS part of his Music homework
project, Year 8 student Fritz (featured
on the front cover) created
a Trap-style track, and uploaded it
for marking.
Little did he, or we, know that
Max, the creator of the web-based
software, listened to Fritz’s track, and
those of other Woodkirk students.
In fact, he was so impressed that he
named it ‘Track of the Month’ in a
nationwide competition.
Max said: “It’s trailblazing schools
like Woodkirk that are really pushing
the use of new technology in Music.”

Christmas

cheer

ONCE again, the Sixth Form hosted their
annual Christmas party for local senior
citizens at the Academy.
Year 12 student Bradley Stead
summed up the event, saying: “It brings
the community together and gives the
younger generation an opportunity to
learn from the experience of our elders,
while having a good time.”
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A giant
in the
field of
rugby
WOJCIECH, in Year 11, has
played for the Academy’s rugby
team since Year 7. Playing prop
forward, he showed great
composure and ability on the
ball, together with a fierce
tackling technique.
Recently, he was invited
to attend training sessions
with the Huddersfield Giants
for six weeks, where he excelled
both in training and in matches
against other notable rugby
league clubs such as Wigan
Warriors and Leeds. As a result,
he has now been offered a
two-year contract with
Huddersfield Giants.
Wojciech is absolutely
delighted, saying: “I’m honoured
and feel very lucky to have been
given this opportunity.”

Golden Girl
OLIVIA, in Year 7, has won no less than two gold medals in
acrobatic gymnastics.
She has competed nationally in the sport against 17 other
gymnastics clubs and been crowned Yorkshire champion.
Olivia is also part of a very successful women’s team.
So, what’s next? Although acrobatic gymnastics is not
currently an Olympic sport, Olivia hopes it will be included in
the future. Tokyo, 2020 maybe?

Cast take
‘Billy Elliot’
in their
stride
AFTER last year’s success with
‘Ghost The Musical’, staff and
students are working hard to
create an exciting performance
of ‘Billy Elliot The Musical’.
As ever, Woodkirk Academy
is always looking for new
challenges, and this year the
cast are immersing themselves
in the diverse range of dance
styles – from ballet to tap.
Students are already working
hard to master the skills
needed, as well as practising
their Geordie accents!
Performances are from
21 to 25 March. Please support
the cast, and prepare to be
amazed!
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Making a difference in our communities
If you read you
will succeed
2017 sees the launch of the Academy’s
‘Year of Reading’. The aim is to
inspire a passion for reading amongst
students. Together with the wider
community, including players from
Leeds Rhinos, the Friends of Woodkirk

FOLLOWING on from the success of last year’s Space 2 Fix
theatre production, the team returned to the Academy to
raise awareness with Year 9, the issue of self-harming. Last
year’s production resulted in a debut on Look North, and this
year’s production proved equally as informative.
Afterwards, the students broke off into workshops to
reflect on, and discuss, the themes surrounding self-harming.
One student said: “I feel a lot more confident talking to
people about this, and I know exactly how to get support.”

and parents, the Sixth Form are helping
younger students develop their
independent reading skills.
Initiatives this year include an
Evening with Harry Potter, World Book
Day and the Shakespeare Festival.

Fundraisers don fancy dress
YEAR 13 student Sally
Makin recently organised
a Sixth Form fancy dress
fundraiser and bake sale
in aid of Yorkshire Cancer
Centre. The charity is
close to Sally’s heart as
her mum was diagnosed
with Hodgkin’s lymphoma
in 2014.
The event was a
huge success, raising
a total of £761. Thank
you to everyone who
baked, bought, dressed
up and donated – your
contribution was greatly
appreciated.

Drama tackles
issues head on

Cup of
cheer for
charity
THE Academy recently hosted
its third Macmillan Biggest
Coffee Morning which, once
again, was a resounding
success. There were some
fantastic prizes on offer,
from an amazing hamper to
fitness vouchers.
A fantastic £621.34 was
raised, and Sixth Form students
presented the cheque to
Macmillan at the Woodkirk
Academy Careers Fair.

Feather in
his cap
ELLIOTT, in Year 10, is doing a fantastic job as an RSPB Ranger,
helping to protect the Fairburn Ings Nature Reserve. At the same
time, he is taking the opportunity to learn more about the vast array
of wildlife on the reserve.
Elliott also recently appeared on TV’s Countryfile, where he was
interviewed by Matt Baker.
Elliott says “I really enjoy volunteering and learning more about
nature and wildlife. I also get to socialise with lots of different people.”
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Dream team

Head Boy and
Head Girl take
the reins

LEEDS Rhinos player, and former student, Stevie Ward returned to
the Academy during the Autumn term to meet students. He told
them that signing for the team was a dream come true, and that
being called up for the England squad was “magical”.
An elated Stevie said: “Putting on an England shirt will be
slightly bizarre, but I’m incredibly proud, especially as I’ve had to
overcome a number of challenges along the way.”

THIS academic year, we welcomed another group of Sixth
Form Student Leaders to the Academy.
Nominees for the prestigious post of Head Boy and
Head Girl went through a rigorous selection process and
a challenging interview with the Principal, Head of Sixth
Form and an Academy Governor.
As a result, Ben and Ellis were chosen as the successful
candidates to lead the Senior Student Council. They have
already presented to parents at the Year 6 Induction
Evening, our annual Open Evening, the Sixth Form Open
Evening and Awards Evening.

Students
have their say
FOR the third consecutive
year, Woodkirk Academy
is empowering its students
with the opportunity to share
their thoughts and offer their
feedback in the running of
the school.
Following a rigorous and
lengthy selection process, the
Academy is proud to have 56
Form Representatives, from
Years 7 to 11, who are the voice
for their form members.
If this wasn’t a tough enough
task, a further ten dedicated
students were selected
and trained to be Student
Year Leaders. The Student
Leadership Group is skilfully
led by the Junior Head Boy and
Girl, Edward and Leonie.

Rugby star
on the rise
FORMER student James
Bentley is a rising star in the
world of rugby. On leaving
Woodkirk he completed an
advanced apprenticeship in
sporting excellence and was
awarded student of the year.
He has recently been back
to the Academy to conduct
weekly training sessions for
students, hoping they will be
inspired to excel in the sport.
We wish him the best of luck.

Karl flies high
A VISIT to the Woodkirk Careers Fair was a
defining moment in one former student’s
life. Following a conversation with the RAF
representative at the Fair, and after doing his
own research, Karl Cassar decided to join up.
Karl went through several stages in the
selection process before he was attested
into the RAF and began his ten weeks
of basic training. After graduating, he
continued with his training in London, and
was then offered a seat on the Queen’s 90th

birthday flyover – a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to fly over London at 500 feet!
Karl has also played for the RAF rugby
league side, and has taken part in the
Interservice Championships, beating both
the Army and the Navy.
No doubt, there will be many more
incredible experiences to come.
This year’s Careers Fair was, once again,
a great success and we hope that it inspires
other students to reach for the skies.
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Golfer takes a shot
at the big time

Fighting spirit

AMELIA, in Year 9, started
playing at Normanton Golf Club
with her dad at the age of eight.
This year, Amelia has
reduced her handicap by
11 shots. She has played in
tournaments around the
country, including the Yorkshire
Juniors, and also in Spain.
She won the Ladies Altofts

YEAR 9 student Lucas is a member of the Leeds
Fencing Club.
Despite the difficulties he has with his hearing, Lucas
has progressed really well and his confidence has
increased dramatically.
Lucas has to wear specialised clothing, including a stab
proof jacket. This and the foil (sword) are wired up to a
box that lights up and beeps when an opponent makes
contact. It also prevents Lucas going home with bruises
after an exciting duel!
“It’s fun,” says Lucas. “You see different styles of
fencing, and compete against people who are better than
you. One day, I hope to be as good as they are.”

Cup, the Ford Trophy for most
improved player at Howley Hall,
and was chosen to play on the
Lee Westwood Tour against
girls of all ages from around the
country, where she finished in
third place.
Amelia said: “I’ve worked
hard all year, and I’m pleased
with my progress and success.”

Primary schools
take the lead in sport
IN the past, our Sports Leaders have only been selected from Year 10.
However, this year, after recognising the excellent work that primary
schools are doing in developing leadership, we have decided to
expand our programme.
We now have more than 30 Sports Leaders from Years 7 to 10. So
far this year, they have done a fantastic job in helping in a number of
primary school competitions, including Year 5 Gifted and Talented
Day, Sportshall Athletics and Tag Rugby, to name just a few.

