
Issue 4 Winter 2016

Inspire
Shaping Young Lives

The news magazine of Woodkirk Academy

All that 
glitters

Year 13 students go for gold 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
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OUR Junior Head Boy, Oliver, and Junior 
Head Girl, Abby, have enjoyed a hectic 
first term. 

Oliver said: “This is a really exciting 
position for me and I am looking forward 
to working with Abby and Mrs Barton 
to help develop the Academy even 
further.”  Abby added: “I can’t begin to 
tell you how exciting it is to have such 
an opportunity, and I hope that I can 
follow in the footsteps of the previous 
Junior Head Girl as an outstanding 
ambassador for the Academy.”

AT the start of the academic year, Year 12 
students were set the challenge of achieving 
100% attendance for a week. Mr Lowe, 
Head of Sixth Form, said: “For our students 
to achieve 100% was amazing. We must also 
congratulate Year 12 student Latham Haigh, 
who has not had a single day off school since 
he started in Year 7, over five years ago.”

In October, 1,106 students achieved 100% 
attendance and were entered into a prize 

draw. The winners were, George Barstow, 
Year 7; Sarpriya Shoker, Year 8; Abbie Farish, 
Year 9; Tobi Sanni, Year 10; Raheemah Patel, 
Year 11; Isobel Jennings, Year 12; and  
Melina Katsoulakis, Year 13.

The Attendance Team have reported that 
attendance at Woodkirk is higher than it  
was at the same time last year, and we  
would like to thank parents for their 
continued support.

THE main school Student Leadership Group is ably 
led by the Junior Head Boy and Girl, Oliver and Abby. 
In fact, one of their proposals is now in place to 
extend the priority queue for the Woollin Hall.

Woodkirk Academy values the thoughts and 
opinions of its students and, for the second year, 56 

Form Representatives were appointed following a 
rigorous and lengthy selection process. A further ten 
students were ‘sworn in’ by Mrs Barton as Student 
Year Leaders and they will co-ordinate feedback from 
and to their Form Representatives on developments 
proposed by them.  

IN October, Year 12 Geography students 
visited Scarborough and Dalby Forest in 
North Yorkshire to carry out fieldwork in 
preparation for their Unit 2 exam. Despite 
the challenging weather conditions, they 
enthusiastically set about measuring the 
profile of the beach at Scarborough’s North 

Bay and measuring the height of the waves. 
They also explored the rebranding of Dalby 
Forest and investigated the impact of these 
changes on the surrounding area. 

Also in October, Year 10 Travel and Tourism 
students had the chance to experience the 
tourism industry in real life. They witnessed 

at first hand how the Queens Hotel in Leeds 
is run on a day-to-day basis and visited 
the North American and Thomson Holidays 
travel agents in the city centre. Afterwards, 
they went on a tour of the train station, 
walked around the Dock and visited the Royal 
Armouries as part of their course. 

Taking 
the lead

MY first term as Principal has been exciting and  
very busy. I am proud to be leading such a great 
school; we have seen the academic year get off  
to a fantastic start!

Excellent examination results in the summer placed 
us top in the south of the city – both at GCSE (74.1% 
5A*- C including English and Mathematics) and at 
A Level. Since then, our students have continued to 
excel in all aspects of school life.

This edition focuses on the extra-curricular, 
community and charitable aspects of students’ work 
here at Woodkirk. They have demonstrated their 
awareness of, and willingness to make a difference 
to small local projects right through to national and 
international crises.

I hope you get as much pleasure from reading this 
issue as I have in seeing them accomplish so much.  

Mrs Barton, Principal

Where students excel

Outstanding 
ambassadors

Record attendance

Lessons outside of the classroom

CONGRATULATIONS to a very talented group of brass musicians, who are representing 
England in the Youth Band European finals next May. 

They all play in the Elland Silver Youth Brass Band and include brothers Jamie, Year 7, 
Adam, Year 8 and Ben Year 12, together with Greg, Year 10 and Sam, Year 11. 

Top brass



A helping hand across the community

THE Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party 
was a huge success, with 65 Sixth 
Form students delivering an action-
packed afternoon to over 150 guests 
from the local area. 

On the menu… a three-course 
Christmas dinner cooked by 
Woodkirk’s own chef, Chris Hulme, 
and his team; a raffle and prizes; 
bingo session; and some amazing 
singing and dancing by both students 
and the older generation alike. 
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THE Student Diversity Group at Woodkirk 
Academy is working extremely hard to 
promote and raise awareness of our 
fundamental British Values. 

The launch of the Convention of the 
Rights of the Child this term consists of 42 
articles for children, which are similar to the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The 
rights of children are being heavily promoted 
by UNICEF across the world, and at Woodkirk 
students have learnt how their role as global 
citizens will help children far less fortunate 
than themselves. 

The Student Diversity Group is also 
planning to design a student charter, which 
will be displayed in all classrooms.  

AS Royal Air Force Air Cadets, Will, Year 10 and Oliver, Year 11, have the 
chance to take part in leadership activities and learn through practical 
experiences such as camping – both here and overseas – adventure 
training, and even getting airborne. All of which contribute to the  
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

Woodkirk celebrated Children in Need 
day with two fantastic fundraising 
initiatives. The Sixth Form staged a 
Superheroes day and raised an  
amazing £1,100. This was followed by  
the annual talent show, organised 
by Year 13 BTEC Music students Milly 
McGaughran, Emily Oyston, Laura Lyles 
and Melina Katsoulakis.

The evening was an amazing success, 
with the reigning champion and current 
Year 13 student Matthew Arnott handing 
his title to Tionne Pringle in Year 8.

The students would like to thank 
everyone who helped them raise an 
incredible £1,933.

AS part of the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Gold Award, 
Year 13 students have been 
conscientiously working towards 
completing a five-day residential. 

Over a period of time, the 
students have engaged in a 
variety of activities, ranging 
from working on a pig farm in 
Nottingham and helping out 
with respite holidays for the 
disabled to acting as carers in 
Southport and taking part in a 
wide variety of National Citizen 
Service (NCS) programmes. 

One such programme enabled 
students to organise a music gig 
for a youth mental health charity, 
raising a fantastic £1,000.

Global role 
models

’Tis the 
season 
to party!

Talented 
students aid 
Children in Need

Cadets fly highA challenging learning environment

Year 13 
go for 
gold

CHARLOTTE in Year 11 is a dedicated and 
committed student, and a keen member of  
the local Meerkat Explorers Scout Unit in the 
Morley district.  

Charlotte is hoping to raise £1,800 to fund a 
visit to a village in Morocco next summer, where 
she will work long hours to help build a local 
school, maintain crops and irrigation ditches, pick 
litter and help villagers with everyday chores such 
as laundry, cooking and cleaning.  

If you would like to make a donation to support 
Charlotte, this can be made via reception.

Cash for a 
good cause

WOODKIRK Academy is committed to shaping young lives and 
developing the whole student. 

Five personal attributes have been identified as the most important 
in developing employability skills: resilience, leadership, initiative, 
organisation and communication.

In response to this, we shall soon be launching the ‘Woodkirk 

Challenge’ which will encourage students of all ages to complete at least 
12 different challenges, including: the academic challenge, the skills 
challenge, the volunteering challenge and the physical challenge.  

These skills will equip our students with a ‘can-do’ attitude and 
strengthen their love for learning, as well as deepening a community 
spirit which creates a ‘readiness for life in modern Britain’.
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Sixth formers 
champion 
charity

NADINE
SINCE the beginning of September, Year 12 
student Nadine Smith has been volunteering 
every Thursday from 6-8pm at Morley’s 
Community Kitchen in the Church of the 
Nazarene.

The kitchen receives generous food 
donations from outside sources and local 
businesses. It is open to all, and provides free 
nutritional meals to those who can’t always 
achieve a balanced diet due to their individual 
circumstances.  

Everyone is welcome to volunteer, and it is a 
great place to make new friends and learn new 
skills. For further information on how to get 
involved, please see Mr Ellis in the Sixth Form.

BETHANY
BETHANY, Year 12, is heavily involved in charity 
work outside of school, and in June this year 
visited Malawi with her father to provide a 
dental clinic for disadvantaged individuals.

More recently, Bethany spent some time 
in Honduras where she helped to build new 
houses, distributed food and shoes to local 
people, and worked in an orphanage. She 
plans to go back to Honduras in 2017 to 
provide another dental clinic.  

We are very proud of Bethany and the 
selfless work she does for people in need. 

OLIVER
WOODKIRK has many students who give up 
their time to volunteer and raise money for 
charity. However, Oliver Hunter, Year 13, stands 
head and shoulders above the rest.  

In the past, Oliver has undertaken work 
experience placements at St James’s and 
Wharfedale hospitals in the Oncology and 
X-ray departments. He currently volunteers as 
a guide at Pinderfields Hospital and also took 
part in the West Yorkshire Police Explorer’s 
programme, which involved raising funds for a 
dementia charity.  

As part of his Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, 
Oliver spent a very busy week working 16 
hours a day at Revitalise in Southport, which 
cares for people with disabilities. 

WOODKIRK Academy proudly hosted two 
fantastic open evenings last term. 

In September, over 800 people visited 
the Academy with the hope of securing a 
place for their Year 6 child next September. 
With only 300 places, we hope that not too 
many parents are disappointed. 

In October, several hundred parents 
and students also visited the Academy to 
learn how to secure a Post-16 place next 
September, at what is the only school-
based Sixth Form in the south of Leeds.

YEAR 11 have been involved in an intensive 
career programme during Personal 
Development Studies.

This began with a four-week schedule 
of guest speakers and volunteers, who 
presented and discussed their areas  
of expertise. 

Volunteers from a variety of backgrounds 
were involved, including Law, Business, IT, 

the RAF, Accountancy and Banking, Health 
and Social Care, Entertainment, Retail, Cyber 
Security, Orthopaedics, Engineering, Police 
and Dentistry. Former students also came in 
to discuss their successful career choices. 

The programme was followed by a careers  
fair, during which students were given the 
opportunity to discuss the variety of career 
paths available in a more informal setting.  

DURING the summer break, four Year 12 Fashion and Clothing 
students (Zoe, Holly, Amber and Emma) completed a two-week 
work experience placement at Marks & Spencer, where they 
looked at all aspects of the retail industry.

During their placement, they completed specific shop floor 
jobs, including visual merchandising, sales assistance, warehouse 
roles, health and safety, and fire training. They also attended 
management meetings and shadowed store managers. 

THE Sixth Form, led by the Senior 
Council, have been helping children 
in Years 7 to 11 with their literacy, 
numeracy and life skills, as well as 
improving study habits.  

They are really enjoying their 
roles, and staff have been extremely 
complimentary about their conscientious 
and diligent approach to helping others.  

ACCELERATED Reader is a fantastic 
scheme which has been proven to  
rapidly enhance the reading skills of 
students in terms of their comprehension 
and vocabulary. 

Woodkirk Academy places a great 
emphasis on the importance of parental 
involvement in helping students to 
develop their reading skills, and we know 
that by working together we can nurture 
a new generation of enthusiastic and 
skilled readers.

Peer-to-peer mentoring

Careers in depth

Securing a place

A GROUP of specially selected Year 
9 students took part in a full day 
Rocketry Workshop.

The students learned the 
basics of rocketry by building 
air-powered rockets, before 
constructing and launching 
more complex, solid-fuel 
rockets. Several of the 
students said that the  
event had inspired them  
to continue with Science 
and Engineering in  
the future.

The students also 
took part in an online 
project to learn about 
the scientists involved 
in the Principia 
mission, which sent 
British astronaut 
Major Tim 
Peake to the 
International 
Space Station.

Accent  
on reading Year 9 reach for the stars

Experience on the shop floor
Working with the  

main school students  
is a privilege. Sharing my 
knowledge with them  
has been very useful
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JORDAN, Year 8, began scuba diving at the age of ten and soon gained 
his PADI open water diver qualification.  

While on holiday this summer on the Caribbean island of Aruba, he 
completed a series of dives – including shipwreck, navigation and deep 
diving to 32 metres – to become an advanced open water diver at just 
12 years of age.

Jordan is also a keen cyclist and runner, and regularly competes for 
Wakefield Junior Triathlon Club and Abbey Runners in triathlons, cyclo-
cross and cross-country races.  His daily nine-mile commute to and from 
school also helps him with training and fitness.

AT the beginning of Year 10, students studying GCSE PE were offered the 
chance to become a Sports Leader. 

Once they had declared their interest, Miss Mills and Mr Smith selected 
the final candidates based on their attributes, attitude and willingness.  

So far this year, they have assisted in running a number of primary 
and secondary school competitions, including tag rugby, football, indoor 
athletics and handball. 

WE have dedicated significant financial resources this year to improving 
our sporting facilities, including: refurbishing the floor in the Woollin Hall; 
installing a new floor in the Sports Hall; and we are currently creating a full-
size, 3G playing pitch with a state-of-the-art floodlit playing surface.  

This investment will allow students to have the best outdoor facilities 
during term time, with wider community access all year round.

JACK Blyth in Year 7 is a talented 
ten-pin bowler, and has 
represented England in the Irish 
Junior Open Championships at 
Stillorgan, winning a bronze medal 
in the U12s category. Recently, 
he played in the North of England 
Ten-Pin Bowling event, and was 
placed first in both the individual 

and doubles competitions.  
Meanwhile, Daniel Hall in Year 

13 swims for the City of Leeds 
and came third in the 17/18 
category at the British Swimming 
Championships. Year 7 student 
Gabrielle Callens has also won 
four gold medals for diving at the 
England Talent Games.  

LEONIE, Year 10, is keen to make 
her mark as a Team GB field 
event champion and hopes to 
represent her country in the 
2020 Tokyo Summer Olympics. 
Before then, she is training hard 

to compete in the U17s and 
overs in Manchester. 

While she is preparing for this 
amazing opportunity, she has 
competed for the Inter-Counties 
Championships, where she came 
first in the field events, winning 
a prestigious county vest, and 
was Yorkshire’s winning runner.

County champion

Diving in at the deep end

Sporting triumphs

Investing in the future

Leading the way in sport


