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Thrill-seekers

Going the extra mile
WELCOME to our summer 2019 edition of
Inspire magazine.
When we think about our time
at school, it is often the out-of-theordinary days that we remember best,
like school trips.
Here at Woodkirk and across Leodis
Academies Trust, students get to
experience many things beyond the

classroom. This edition celebrates the
‘extras’ that are on offer to our students,
from residentials at home and abroad,
to their continued contribution to our
community and charities.
I hope that you enjoy the issue, and
that each article brings back good
memories for you, too.

YEAR 12 students Evie and McKenzie
have completed a 15,000ft tandem
skydive, to raise money for charities
they have personally been inspired by.
Evie said, “the skydive was lifechanging and something that allowed
me to be able to see the world from a
different perspective.” McKenzie added
“it was nerve-wracking to begin with,
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but the money that was raised made it
worth it.”
The two students raised over £2,600
between them, for Neuroblastoma UK
and Alzheimer’s Society. The Skydive
was something that pushed both
students beyond their limits and they will
remember it for many years to come.

Mrs Barton, Principal

Breaking records,

building skills

Senior
council
shakeup
THERE have been some
changes to the Sixth Form
Woodkirk Academy Senior
Council this year, as it’s been
reshaped to include some
new positions.
The newly appointed
Head Students are Shona
and Miles, and four Deputy
Head Students will fulfil
four specific roles:
•E
 ve - Year 11 exam
preparation
•H
 arvey - Year 10 link
and recruitment

• Hristiyana - Year 12 link
• Archie - Subject
Ambassador co-ordinator
There are new
opportunities as Sixth Form
students are linking with
all year groups, as well
as with Leodis Academies
Trust Primaries. These are
exciting new changes and
all students are looking
forward to taking on their
new roles.

OVER 240 students signed up for The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) this year, making it a
record-breaking year for Woodkirk Academy,
There are three progressive Award levels
– Bronze, Silver and Gold. Bronze and Silver
students headed off on their expedition, and
Gold students embarked on practice and
assessed expeditions.
The Bronze and Silver students spent a cold
first evening under canvas in the Pennines and
were up early cooking their own breakfast before
heading out for the last leg of their expedition.
It was a long trek, as students walked around 20
miles over the two-day trip.
PE teacher and expedition leader, Claire
Mills said “The Award helps our students gain
confidence, start new friendships and develop
their life skills. It will stand them in good
stead when they leave Woodkirk, for University
or employment.”

Anti-bullying
ambassadors
TEN Sixth Form students took part
in a one-day anti-bullying training
session at The Diana Award AntiBullying Ambassador programme
in April, run by the charity, the
Diana Award.
This was founded as a legacy to
Diana, Princess of Wales, and its
mission is to foster, develop and
inspire positive change in the lives of
young people.
During the session, students
acquired vital skills to enable
them to change the attitudes and

behaviours of bullying by building
their skills and confidence to address
different situations, on and offline.
As newly qualified peer-mediators,
our Ambassadors will work with
students to change their attitudes
surrounding bullying, wellbeing
and online safety, and promote
respect for diversity and community
cohesion. This will be done via
drop-in support sessions at break
and lunchtime, and other exciting
projects are planned for the next
academic year.

Cake sale for

Candlelighters
JUNIOR Head Girl and Year 11
student Safa, plus Sixth Form
students, Zainub, Fatima and
Hawabibi, recently held a cake sale
in aid of the Candlelighters charity.
Safa, who organised the event,
said “This charity resonated with
me, and allowed me to understand
the troubles that families of
cancer patients face. I hope that
as a community we can give
back to those in need with
this donation.”
The event was a huge success,
raising £210.05 for the charity.
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The world
Getting
adventurous

In the UK and beyond,
Woodkirk students
are experiencing life
outside the classroom.

is your oyster

YEARS 7 and 8 students have had a fantastic time
on their annual residentials.
Over 60 Year 8 students travelled to Condover
Hall in Shrewsbury for three days of sunshine
and non-stop activities, including kayaking,
archery and a zip wire. They developed their
independence, overcame fears and learned to
work as a team.
Year 7 students enjoyed some amazing
experiences in Derbyshire, including cycling,
trekking and a visit to the Wild Park Adventure
Centre in Brailsford.

GEOGRAPHERS in Years 9 and 10 visited Leeds and York
this summer for their GCSE courses. Year 10 studied
flood management in York, carrying out questionnaires
with the public and evaluations of flood defences. Year
9 completed their Human Geography fieldwork on
regeneration in Leeds, to judge the effectiveness of the
regeneration schemes there.

FOLLOWING successful residential visits to Belgium,
Germany, Austria, Italy and The Netherlands, Woodkirk
Academy bands and choirs will perform in Normandy,
France, this summer. Students will perform at least
three concerts in various local venues. Normandy has
many cultural attractions and a host of interesting
things to experience.
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IT was another successful year for the Woodkirk
Academy annual ski trip. Staff and 54 students travelled
to the stunning resort of Sestriere in Italy and enjoyed
six days of excellent skiing.
The trip contributed to the Academy’s vision of
Shaping Young Lives, providing the students with new
life skills and experiences beyond school.

Learning
in action

Music to
our ears

A Roman
holiday

Ski trip success

Bonjour, Paris

PARIS was the desti
nation for this year’
s Maths trip. 39
Year 8 students ha
d a fantastic time
discovering new
theorems and mathe
matical concepts at
the Cité des
Science museum as
well as visiting the
Eiffel Tower,
Louvre Museum an
d Disneyland Paris
. All the students
enjoyed taking in
the culture of anoth
er country.

Life-changing
lessons
YEAR 12 Government and
Politics students recently
toured the Old Bailey,
Imperial War Museum,
Supreme Court and
Houses of Parliament.
Student Matthew
Dunn said “The trip
was educational and
enjoyable, especially
seeing the case at the
Old Bailey.”
There was also a visit

to Krakow as part of the
‘Lessons from Auschwitz’
programme. Students
listened to stories from
Holocaust survivors and
visited the Auschwitz sites.
They are now working
towards their ‘Holocaust
Education Student
Ambassador’ titles.
Year 12 student, Harvey
Keith said “It was a life
changing experience.”
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unlocking

NEWS IN BRIEF

potential

CHARLIE and Maddie in Year 11
and Joshua and Archie in Year 13
were chosen out of hundreds of UK
students to take part in the AQA
Unlocking Potential programme,
run by exam board AQA and the
Dame Kelly Holmes Trust.
Paul Broadbent, former
professional rugby league
footballer, mentored the students

Outstanding
achievements

over eight months to help unlock
hidden skills. He also supported
them to deliver a social action
project, focusing on reducing stress
for Year 11 and Sixth Form students,
which included lots of great events.
As a finale to the programme,
the students were invited to
London for a celebration event
with Dame Kelly Holmes.

SIXTH Form students Greg
Morris and Adam Hofland-Ward
have both achieved a diploma
in Cornet. Both are currently
studying A Level Music, with
Greg in his final year and hoping
to continue studying Music at
Oxford University next year. To
achieve a diploma award whilst
still at school is an outstanding
achievement.

You better
bee-lieve it

A tech-savvy team
WOODKIRK Academy recently competed against
other schools in this year’s Rotary Technology
Tournament in Batley, with Woodkirk Sixth Form
students Tom, Oliver, Abigail and Ben taking the
honours in the Advanced category
They had no prior knowledge of the task, which
was to create a tower approximately 500mm high
with a flashing beacon on top. Using basic materials
to create the structure, they also completed an
accompanying design portfolio.

YEAR 7 student Morgan has an amazing
hobby – beekeeping!
Morgan says “My dad started teaching me
how to be a beekeeper. We have four hives
containing up to 50,000 bees each. We do
hive inspections every week, checking for
signs of disease or pests and looking for the
queen bee, to make sure she is healthy.
We take honey from the hives and use an
extractor to spin out the honeycomb, then
sell it locally.”

And all that jazz

THE Woodkirk Academy production of Chicago
was an amazing success.
The fantastic cast, crew and orchestra
transported the audience to 1920s Chicago,
giving a performance of the highest standard.
Woodkirk Academy Sixth Form students
were cast in the leading roles. Sisters Emily and
Molly played Roxie Hart and Velma Kelly, giving
mesmerising performances and wowing the

A night at
the proms

audience. Tiernan, in his final year of Sixth Form,
played the male lead Billy Flynn, fully capturing
the essence of the character. And Year 9 student,
Archie, gave a superb rendition of Mr Cellophane.
The annual production continues to be one
of the highlights of the school year, showcasing
the amazing talent and commitment to the arts
at Woodkirk.

THE Year 11 students’ Prom
and Year 13 Leavers’ Ball
were amazing this year. Year
11 enjoyed their final social
occasion together at Elland
Road and Year 13 went to the
Met Hotel in Leeds, where
both staff and students had
memorable evenings.

Leeds Schools’ Cup
champions
WOODKIRK Academy’s Year 8 football team
are winners of the Leeds Schools’ Cup. The
team took the lead in the first half of the
match, and an equaliser then led to
an exciting penalty shoot-out with a
final score of 3-2.

Liam was awarded man of the match for
a number of great saves in the game.
Names in photo: Joshua, Callum, Tyler,
Alex, Liam, Dermot, Finlay, Muhammed,
Brandon, Harry, Jacob, Finley, Max, Alfie
and Jamie.

Acrobatic
Gymnastics

Science Fair
sparks genius

IN celebration of British Science and
Engineering week, Woodkirk Academy
hosted their first Science Fair. Students
worked on a range of projects, like
building hover boards and even
creating a VR world.
They presented their projects
to parents, teachers and industry

representatives, including Unilever UK.
Winning Year 7 students Declan and
Thomas said “The project has helped
us gain confidence and develop our
communication skills, and gave us
the opportunity to do some real-life
scientific research.

YEARS 7 and 9 students, Daisy and Freya, are
members of the Wakefield Acro Gymnastics team.
Freya recently won a bronze medal representing
Yorkshire at the Southampton inter-regionals 2019.
Daisy said “I train 5 days a week. It is demanding,
but hard work does pay off.” Freya added, “I really
enjoy being part of a team.”
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Success outside the classroom
Sporting
superstars
YEAR 6 pupils Hannah and Lewis
from Westerton have been
celebrating outstanding achievements
in sport this year.
Lewis has been crowned Young
Athlete of the Year at Rothwell
Harriers, becoming the youngest
winner in the club’s history due to his
continued record-breaking success.
Hannah was on the podium in
seven major swimming competitions
in Leeds and regionally, winning
a bronze medal when swimming
against Year 7 children in the North
East Championships.

Fun
at the
farm

YEAR 4 pupils at Hill Top Primary Academy attended
a four-day residential at Lineham Farm in April.
The days were filled with exciting indoor and
outdoor educational activities. These ranged from
cycling through the woods to archery and developing
bushcraft skills, to mention just a few. The pupils
learnt lots of useful new skills and had an amazing
time. Year 3 students cannot wait for their turn
next year!

An artistic eye
at Blackgates
IT has been an exciting year for
Blackgates Primary Academy.
A successful bid to Yorkshire
Sculpture International meant
they were invited to be part of
this year’s Yorkshire Sculpture
International Festival.
Blackgates pupils worked closely

with Amanda Phillips from Leeds
Art Gallery and artist, Emily Binks.
They have visited Leeds Art Gallery,
The Hepworth Wakefield and
Yorkshire Sculpture Park to explore
and develop their understanding
of art, with a particular focus
on sculpture.

A morning
of discovery
YEAR 6 pupils from East Ardsley Primary Academy
visited Woodkirk Academy for a science morning.
They learnt about the heart and lungs and spent time
in a proper science laboratory. They all had a fun and
educational morning and came away with a much
deeper understanding of how the body works.

