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Shaping Young Lives

Stage
Presence
Our Performing Arts
students steal the show
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Students
showcase
their talents
WELCOME to this edition of Inspire magazine.
Our main feature focuses on our amazing
Performing Arts and Music team, who contribute
so much to Woodkirk and the wider community.
Students are given a wide range of
opportunities, both in the classroom and beyond,
to nurture and showcase their talents. And what
talent there is!
Hundreds of students have instrumental lessons
in school, while many others participate in extracurricular Music and Drama clubs. There are also
concerts and productions throughout the year.
Please join us, and see for yourself!
Mrs Barton, Principal

Share your thoughts!
FOR the fourth year running, Woodkirk Academy is
again committed to allowing all of its students the
opportunity to share their thoughts and offer their
feedback about the running of the school.
Following a rigorous and lengthy selection
process, the Academy is proud to have 56 Form
Representatives, from Years 7 to 11, who are the
voice for their form members.
If this wasn’t a tough enough task, a further
ten dedicated students were selected to be
Student Year Leaders, and were welcomed to
this role by Mrs Barton.
The Student Leadership Group is skilfully led
by the Junior Head Boy and Junior Head Girl.

Chance
to choose
your career
THIS year, Woodkirk Academy’s
annual Careers Fair was visited
by over 500 students, who had
the opportunity to find out more
information about many different
career paths including Audiology,
the Army, Engineering, Hairdressing,
Healthcare, Land Surveying, Law,
the RAF and Sport – to mention
just a few.
Sixth Form @ Woodkirk Academy
students gave advice about courses
and opportunities in the Sixth
Form, and a number of universities
attended to talk to students about
degrees and entrance requirements.
There was also the chance to
discuss other options, including
apprenticeships and working for
the civil service, and presentations
were delivered by professionals and
former students.

A vote for
democracy
SIXTH Form Government
and Politics students
recently delivered assemblies
about democracy over a
two-week period.
During that time, they
introduced a debate and held
a referendum on whether the
voting age should be lowered to
16 – a topic that has been much
discussed by the UK electorate
and Members of Parliament.
Deputy Head Boy Oliver
said: “It was really good to
have students presenting the
arguments. It meant that we
could really voice our own

opinions, and that encouraged
other students to voice theirs.”
A total of 1,118 students
cast their ballot, with 713
(63.8%) saying that the voting
age should be lowered.
Following the ballot,
Government and Politics students
wrote to local MPs, seeking their
support in lowering the voting
age to 16. They asked if the MPs
would represent the student
voice in their constituency
in Parliament, to bring fresh
opinions to nationwide decisions
that affect all generations,
young and old.

Activities
celebrate
tolerance
WOODKIRK Academy is continually
strengthening its strategy to
promote equality, and is proud
to be a diverse community, with
students coming from a wide variety
of backgrounds.
During October, we celebrated
one of the fundamental British
values of ‘Tolerance of Others’. The
aim was to remind students how
different we all are and how we must
be tolerant of each other’s beliefs,
opinions and cultures.
Assemblies focused on
celebrating black history, and
each year group learnt different
elements of tolerance within
subject areas.
In Year 7, Music students
learnt about reggae culture, and
in History, Year 11 learnt about
Mormons, Plains Indians and
slavery in America.
Form tutors also encouraged
debate on sexual orientation and
race equality.
Our next Values Week, ‘The Rule
of Law’ will take place in February.
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All the world’s our stage!

From the annual Christmas
Concert to raising money
for charity, Woodkirk’s
Performing Arts students
deserve a round of applause!

Your ticket
to a fun-filled
musical
THIS spring, Woodkirk Academy brings you its rendition
of Legally Blonde The Musical, based on the novel by
Amanda Brown and the 2001 film.
The show is proving a challenge as students are
expected to capture the bold, lovable characters that
we know and love, while sustaining highly energetic
performances. As a result, the cast is currently working
hard, including rehearsing all weekend on a residential at
York Racecourse.
It’s the ultimate feel-good show, and features
an unexpected Irish dance, fashion advice and
comedic characters. Everything a good musical
should be, and lots of fun for all the family!
Performances will take place at the Academy
from Tuesday 20 to Saturday 24 March at 7pm.
Tickets go on sale after February half-term.

Concert brings
joy at Christmas
IN December, St Paul’s Church in Morley was once again
filled with packed audiences as musicians and singers
entertained the community in the Woodkirk Academy
Annual Christmas Concert. Due to high demand for
tickets, the Academy had to put on an additional
matinee performance to cater for the number of guests
who wanted to attend.
There were a variety of ensembles, including two
choirs, a Concert Band, Orchestra, Soul Band and Brass
group, as well as a String group made up of secondary
and primary students within Leodis Academies
Trust. Students also gave festive readings. Stunning
performances included a breathtaking cornet solo
from Adam in Year 11, who recently achieved
Grade 8 distinction.
The concert was organised by three Year 13 students
– Ewan Jones, Abby Oldroyd and Lucy Connor-Mulhall –
and the funds raised were donated to St Paul’s Church,
who have hosted the Christmas Concert for many years.
Head of Music Kathryn Clarke said: “It always amazes
me how much talent we have each year, and the effort
put in by students to organise the event, which has been
remarkable. Their choice to raise money for the church
proves how much they value their community, and was a
lovely gesture.”

Sixth Formers bring acting to life
THIS academic year, our Sixth Form
students continue to support younger
years in Performing Arts. Their aim is
to build confidence, develop
performance skills and help them
engage in the subject.
Many of the Sixth Form students
complete their community hours
in lessons, and are there to listen,
encourage, reassure and facilitate.
Several help to plan and run the
heavily subscribed extracurricular
programme, which is available to all
Years 7 and 8 students as part of the

Extended Learning Project. They act
as role models and actively engage
in helping to develop teamwork and
communication skills.
They have even ‘stepped up’ to
support Year 11 BTEC Performing Arts
students in preparation for their recent
external assessment by rehearsing
in form time, helping out in lessons
and sorting out costumes and props.
They are an absolute credit to the
department, demonstrating
outstanding commitment and
application in everything they do.

Woodkirk’s got talent!
ONCE again, Woodkirk’s
annual Talent Show for
Children in Need was an
incredible success.
The three judges were
amazed by the ability of
everyone who took part,
and gave a special mention
to Year 11 Performing Arts
students Raj and his Angels.
Year 8 student Justin, who
entertained the audience
through his unique style of

dancing, was named the
ultimate winner.
The evening was
organised by Year 13 students
Connor Carbutt, Josh Whitely
and Alex Simpson, and
hosted by Aaron Shales
and Eve Whitaker.
A big ‘thank you’ to
everyone who supported
the event and helped to
raise £1,127 for such a
worthwhile charity.

6 Inspire

Inspire 7

The news magazine of Woodkirk Academy

Workshops
wrestle
with war

Geography students
have a field day

THE English department commemorated
its annual ‘Images of War Day’ with a
series of theatrical workshops, led by the
ever-engaging DC Theatre group.
Students considered the ideas brought
up by Simon Armitage’s poem, Remains,
studied at Key Stage 4 in the anthology
for GCSE English Literature.
Key themes of the text included
the often difficult adjustment soldiers
returning from conflict have to make, and
the struggles they can face with posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD).
Among the comments were: “It helped
us to understand and expand our learning
about the poem”, and “It symbolised the
different stages of PTSD and how it can
affect sufferers’ day-to-day activities.”

AS part of their A Level course, Sixth Form students visited the Holderness
coast to investigate the impact of coastal erosion and the need for
regeneration in Scarborough town centre.
They carried out a variety of fieldwork techniques, including beach profiles,
environmental impact surveys and clone town surveys, which will support their
independent coursework investigation.
Head of Geography, Adam Richards, said: “Everyone had an excellent
learning experience and were fantastic ambassadors for Woodkirk Academy.”

Brush with Art
A LEVEL Art & Design students recently visited Cartwright
Hall and The Hepworth Wakefield where they made links and
connections and identified work, artists, genres, themes and
movements that inspired them.
During the visits, they made sketches using a range
of media, as well as supporting their studies through
photography and note-taking.
The David Hockney exhibition and Alina Szapocznikow’s
‘Human Landscapes’ were of particular interest.

Poetry takes pride of place
Accelerated learning

Financial wizards!
AS part of their Business course, Year 13 BTEC students had to plan and
organise a ‘Stock Market Challenge’ for 61 Year 10 students.
The day was designed to improve students’ knowledge about the stock
market and give them experience on the trading floor.
Each team had to buy and sell shares to accumulate the most money, with
the winning team gaining a total of £1,403,500! Everyone thoroughly enjoyed
the competitive atmosphere.

NEARLY 40 students visited Alton Towers
recently for a tailored workshop
covering key concepts from their
A Level Physics course.
In order to get to grips with some
challenging and abstract ways of describing
the world around us, they then had the
opportunity to gain practical experience of
extreme forces and acceleration by going
on some of the rides and applying what
they had learnt.

WOODKIRK Academy
celebrated National Poetry
Day with a visit from the
performance poet,
Ash Dickinson.
Students from all year
groups took part in a series
of workshops that explored a
range of poetic forms, before
writing their own haiku and free
verse. Afterwards, they listened
to Ash perform some poems
from his latest anthology,
Strange Keys.
This is the third time that
Ash has visited the school, and
he remains a firm favourite with
the students.
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Flying high
SIXTH Form student and Air Cadet
Will was recently awarded 12 hours
on an air cadet scholarship, and
after training at Dundee Airport,
Scotland’s premier flight school, he
was able to fly solo!
Will said: “At 16, I can fly solo,
before I’m legal to drive a car! It’s
the most memorable thing I’ve
ever done. I’m thankful to be given
this opportunity and I hope I can
continue to fly in the future.”

Driven to succeed
JACOB in Year 7 recently drove his way to success
in the 2017 UK RC Drift Championship.
He said: “I got into RC Drifting three years ago,
and have won many prizes and trophies in the
last year.
“The UK RC Drift Championship was held over
six rounds at different locations and I won the

Championship by 27 points. I was then sponsored to
represent the UK in the TDC in Bangkok, and came
14th overall out of 59 drivers in the ‘World Class’.”
Jacob has also recently won the D1-10 World
Qualification round and a free ticket to represent
Team UK in the World Championships in Holland,
where he’ll be the youngest person to compete.

It’s good to give!
Charity on the menu
STAFF and students at Woodkirk
Academy once again took part in
The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning,
Macmillan’s annual fundraising event
for people facing cancer.
Activities included the sale of wonderful
home-baked cakes and buns, and a raffle
with some great prizes.
Andrea Messenger, Learning Resources
Manager, said: “It was wonderful to see
staff and students come together to
support such a fantastic charity. In total,
we raised an amazing £485.80.”

IN October, the Senior Council’s
Charity Subcommittee led the
Academy in support of Breast Cancer
Now’s ‘wear it pink day’, raising £460
to further the charity’s research.
In December, Year 13 student,
Niamh, organised the Academy’s
Christmas Appeal – toys for less
fortunate children in the local area,
which were donated to The
Trussell Trust.

Leap of faith
AT the end of last year, Caitlin in
Year 11 also had one of the best
experiences of her life.
“I skydived! It’s something I’ve
always wanted to do, but I never
thought it would actually happen.
“I wanted to support my mum’s
work, which has been raising money
for the charity Maggie’s Centres.
They’re building a centre at St James’s
Hospital, which will provide free
emotional and practical support to
people with cancer, together with
their family and friends.
“Although I was scared, I
‘jumped’ at the chance. The best part
was the freefall from 15,000ft. After
I landed, I wanted to do it again.
I’d recommend it to anyone
brave enough to have a go – it
was amazing!”

