
 
 
 
 
22 May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Students 
 
I hope this week’s newsletter finds you all well. 
 
As this half term draws to a close, I wanted to let you know of our plans for the remainder of the academic 
year as they stand.  Unfortunately, we have not received the promised guidance with regard to the 
announcement that the government made asking schools and sixth forms to plan to offer some face-to-face 
support to supplement the remote education of Year 10 and Year 12 students who are due to take key exams 
next year.  As such, we have drafted a plan of what this may look like at Woodkirk but await the review of 
restrictions and further information before we can action this.  What I am able to share with you is some of 
the ways the school will be supporting your child whatever changes come into play. 
 
The Academy will continue to offer remote learning opportunities to all students, including those in Year 11.  
For Years 7-10 and 12 this will continue as this half term.   Additional transition units will be added for Year 
11 students wanting to join the Sixth Form in September to give them a taste of the courses on offer and help 
bridge their learning. 
 
From 1 June we have asked Form Tutors in all year groups, including Years 11 and 13, to contact your 
son/daughter fortnightly by email.  We are mindful that as this extended school closure continues we want 
our students to have not only their subject teachers there to support them but their Form Tutor also.  Your 
son/daughter will need to log on and check their school email and to send a response to their form tutor by 
3pm Thursday.  Contact from Form Tutors will also be made with Year 11 and Year 13 students as part of 
supporting their transition to post 16 and post 18 opportunities. 
 
Subject teachers have been asked to nominate students who they think are producing excellent work or 
showing strong resilience with distance learning to Mr Jones, Associate Principal.  These students will be 
praised on the e-newsletter and the first group are included today.  It is just one small way that we want to 
say a massive well done to our students who are doing so well in very difficult circumstances. 
 
In line with guidance issued to primary schools form the government, Year 6 transition will not be undertaken 
on site at Woodkirk as it normally would. The transition team of Mr Cook, Mr Lazarus and Mrs Scott will co-
ordinate our revised programme and have already been in touch with all our prospective students.   To 
replace our traditional Induction Evening and Day, each department will supply an activity that can act as a 
bridge and welcome students to Woodkirk.  These will be shared from July.  This does not have to be 
submitted for feedback but is aimed to support families through the summer holidays.  More details will follow 
next half term. 
 
As you know, the Academy will be closed w/c 25 May to all students.  As during the Easter holiday, I have 
asked staff not to set any work for students for that week.  Over the holiday, students are more than welcome 
to continue with any work that has been set so far although, as I said last week, it is important that they rest 
and enjoy this time.  There are, as during the Easter break, some activities on our website that families may 
like to do over the holiday.  Please click here to view. 
 

https://www.woodkirkacademy.co.uk/parents/covidu002d19-school-closure-work-and-resources/additional-resources-may-2020


As I have requested that you do not email teaching staff or expect feedback on any work submitted over the 
holiday, I have included emergency contact information below.  Please note that reception will only be open 
Thursday 28 and Friday 29 May 8am -1pm. 
 

 Hardship or becoming eligible for free school meals please email Mrs J Hudson 
hudson.j@woodkirkacademy.com  contact the school by phone or text 07503 091455.   

 

 Period products, please do contact Mrs Standage at standage.j@woodkirkacademy.com  or Miss 
Broadbent at broadbent.l@woodkirkacademy.com  who have information about where you can obtain 
these. 
 

 Safeguarding or child protection please email the safeguarding team at 
safeguarding@woodkirkacademy.com 
 

Our next e-newsletter will be circulated Friday 5 June.  For any updates prior to this date, please visit the 
Woodkirk Academy website. 
 
Finally, thank you for all your continued support and positive messages.  I know that staff appreciate them 
and they do get shared.  I would like to take this opportunity to add my thanks to the staff also as they continue 
to do their best for our students. 
 
Have a safe week and take care. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
J Barton  
Principal 
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