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Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes. 

In section 1 students are required to complete three  15 mark 

questions from a choice of five. 

 Each question will have a mark tariff 15 in section 1. 

The 15 mark  questions require the students to give three relevant 

points to answer the question. These should be in the form of PEEL 

paragraphs. No introduction or conclusion is needed.  

In section two the students are required to answer one 45 mark 

question out of a choice of three. This needs to be in the usual es-

say format, using an introduction, conclusion and a clear line of ar-

gument. Paragraphs should be PEEL. However, synoptic links are 

compulsory in this answer too.  

This examination will be marked out of a total of 90 marks.  

Topics: 

 Racial and Ethnic Politics 

 Pressure Groups  

 Elections 

 Political parties (we recommend these questions are avoided) 



On this page I want you to make a spider diagram of all the potential synoptic links that you can make with the key topics and 

other topics/ countries. Try and think of one link for each one of the rows in the table on the previous page.  



Topic  How do I feel now? 

Red, Amber, Green 

Targets Revision complete? Y/N 

What is the Ethnic 

makeup of the USA? 

-here you need to be able 

to explain the ‘melting 

pot’ who is there, what 

issues do they face? 

   

What are civil rights and civil 

liberties? 

   

What parts of the constitu-

tion protect civil rights? 

   

What are the Jim Crow 

laws?  

What are the KKK and the 

NAACP. 

   

The civil rights movement.  

What SC landmark cases are 

relevant here? Brown and 

Plessy etc.. 

   

Affirmative action. 

What is it? Is it needed? 

What are the controversial 

cases surrounding it? 

   

How are minorities repre-

sented in politics? 

Congress, SC. Executive, 

local states.  

   

How are rights and liberties 

protected? SC, Cong, Pres. 

   

Racial and ethnic policies 

and the Democrat Party.  

   

How far does a black presi-

dent show that there is no 

longer need for AA pro-

grams? 

   

Facts about Racism in Amer-

ica today. 

   



In this box, list all the key words and concepts that relate to the topic 



Plessy vs Fergurson  Jim Crow  

  

  

  

  

In these boxes, put relevant examples that you can use in this section that you want to 

ensure you learn. Try to choose ones that can be used in more than one essay as your 

first choices.  



Topic  How do I feel now? 

Red, Amber, Green 

Targets Revision complete? Y/N 

Presidential elec-

tions: 

When do they occur? 

Requirements for a 

candidate? 

   

Primaries.  

What is a primary? What 

is an invisible primary? 

   

What is a caucus.  

  

   

Choosing a VP candidate.     

National party conven-

tions.  

   

The Ca,paign and voting 

behaviour. How do peo-

ple behave on the day? 

   

The Electoral college    

Propositions    

Referendums     

Recall elections?    

Do you have a bank of 

examples? 

   



On this page I want you to make a spider diagram of all the potential synoptic links that you can make with the key topics and 

other topics/ countries. Try and think of one link for each one of the rows in the table on the previous page.  



In this box, list all the key words and concepts that relate to the topic 



  

  

  

  

  

In these boxes, put relevant examples that you can use in this section that you want to 

ensure you learn. Try to choose ones that can be used in more than one essay as your 

first choices.  



Topic How do I feel 

now? R/A/G? 

Targets Revised?  

Pluralism     

Types of pressure groups     

Functions of pressure 

groups  

   

Reasons for joining a pres-

sure group 

   

Methods of pressure 

groups  

   

The impact of pressure 

groups on the Government 

and on issues.  

   

Regulation of pressure 

groups.  

   

Arguments for and against 

pressure groups.  

   

Factors leading to pressure 

group success.  

   



On this page I want you to make a spider diagram of all the potential synoptic links that you can make with the key topics and 

other topics/ countries. Try and think of one link for each one of the rows in the table on the previous page.  



In this box, list all the key words and concepts that relate to the topic 



  

  

  

  

  

In these boxes, put relevant examples that you can use in this section that you want to 

ensure you learn. Try to choose ones that can be used in more than one essay as your 

first choices.  



Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes. 

In section 1 students are required to complete three  15 mark questions 

from a choice of five. 

 Each question will have a mark tariff 15 in section 1. 

The 15 mark  questions require the students to give three relevant points to 

answer the question. These should be in the form of PEEL paragraphs. No 

introduction or conclusion is needed.  

In section two the students are required to answer one 45 mark question 

out of a choice of three. This needs to be in the usual essay format, using an 

introduction, conclusion and a clear line of argument. Paragraphs should be 

PEEL. However, synoptic links are compulsory in this answer too.  

This examination will be marked out of a total of 90 marks.  

Topics: 

 The Constitution  

 Congress 

 The Presidency  

 The Supreme court 



Topic  How do I feel now? 

Red, Amber, Green 

Targets Revision complete? Y/N 

The History– the 

events leading up to 

the Philadelphia Con-

vention. (UK history 

etc) 

   

The writing of the federal 

constitution. What issues 

did they face and want to 

overcome? 

   

Entrenchment     

What is in each article of 

the constitution?  

   

Evaluating codification– 

for and against  

   

Constitutional amend-

ments. How can you make 

one and what are there. 

   

Separation of powers     

Checks and balances.    

Federalism and the chang-

ing landscape of federal-

ism  

   

Consequences of federal-

ism  

   

The Bill of rights. How is it 

upheld?  

   



On this page I want you to make a spider diagram of all the potential synoptic links that you can make with the key topics and 

other topics/ countries. Try and think of one link for each one of the rows in the table on the previous page.  



In this box, list all the key words and concepts that relate to the topic 



  

  

  

  

  

In these boxes, put relevant examples that you can use in this section that you want to 

ensure you learn. Try to choose ones that can be used in more than one essay as your 

first choices.  



Topic  How do I feel now? 

Red, Amber, Green 

Targets Revision complete? Y/N 

The structure of the 

federal courts. Who is 

in the federal courts? 

How do they get there?  

   

Philosophy of the judges. 

Make sure you know the 

courts, who is in them and 

what their stance is.  

   

The appointment and confir-

mation process. Make sure 

you know about Obama’s SC 

nominations.  

   

Problems with the nomina-

tion process? 

   

Why are SC nominations so 

important? Think about the 

intentions of the President 

and congress. 

   

Judicial review. How effec-

tive is this? Where does it 

come from? Hint: landmark 

case! 

   

Constitutional basis for the 

SC actions? 

   

The SC protection of rights 

and liberties. What does this 

show us about the SC? 

   

The SC and the President. 

The SC and  Congress. What 

does this show us about the 

SC? 

   

Checks on the Supreme 

court.  

   

The Roberts court.     



On this page I want you to make a spider diagram of all the potential synoptic links that you can make with the key topics and 

other topics/ countries. Try and think of one link for each one of the rows in the table on the previous page.  



In this box, list all the key words and concepts that relate to the topic 



  

  

  

  

  

In these boxes, put relevant examples that you can use in this section that you want to 

ensure you learn. Try to choose ones that can be used in more than one essay as your 

first choices.  



Topic How do I feel now? Targets? 

The creation of the 

presidency.– what 

does it say in the 

constitution about 

them? 

  

The powers of the 

president  

  

The vice president    

The Federal Bureau-

cracy  

  

The cabinet 

Rivalries with EXOP   

  

EXOP.  

Rivalries with cabi-

net  

 

  

The presidents rela-

tionship with con-

gress 

  

The presidents for-

eign policy  

  

Theories on presi-

dential power. Also 

limitations of presi-

dential power.  

  

Revised? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On this page I want you to make a spider diagram of all the potential synoptic links that you can make with the key topics and 

other topics/ countries. Try and think of one link for each one of the rows in the table on the previous page.  



On this page I want you to make a spider diagram of all the potential synoptic links that you can make with the key topics and 

other topics/ countries. Try and think of one link for each one of the rows in the table on the previous page.  



In this box, list all the key words and concepts that relate to the topic 



  

  

  

  

  

In these boxes, put relevant examples that you can use in this section that you want to 

ensure you learn. Try to choose ones that can be used in more than one essay as your 

first choices.  



Topic  How do I feel now? 

Red, Amber, Green 

Targets Revision complete? Y/N 

The structure of congress. Why 

is it like that? What does the 

constitution say? 

   

Membership of congress    

Powers of congress  

(concurrent, exclusive) 

   

The House and Senate. Who is more 

important? 

   

Leadership in congress    

Congressional committees    

The legislative process    

Voting in congress– increased parti-

sanship. What influences the way 

they vote? 

   

Congress and the Supreme court    

Congress and the president.  

 

   

The public view of congress 

(criticisms, pork barrelling, commem-

orative resolutions etc) 

   



On this page I want you to make a spider diagram of all the potential synoptic links that you can make with the key topics and 

other topics/ countries. Try and think of one link for each one of the rows in the table on the previous page.  



In this box, list all the key words and concepts that relate to the topic 



  

  

  

  

  

In these boxes, put relevant examples that you can use in this section that you want to 

ensure you learn. Try to choose ones that can be used in more than one essay as your 

first choices.  


















