Case Study
University of Stirling Students’ Union

What was your interfaith project?
The interfaith project we decided to take on this year were a variety of activities throughout the year
and across faiths.
We held events and advertised Hannukkah, Christmas, Chinese New Year, Spring Equinox, Mahavira
Jayanti, and Beltane.

How did you ensure students were involved in the development of your project?
The initial plan was to create a group which would oversee all the activities and a volunteer team.
Unfortunately those students that initially wanted to be involved pulled out, however next year there
are conversations now regarding the Christian Union and ISoc affiliating to the Students ’ Union.
Some students have also come forward to discuss the possibilities of a JSoc because of the projects
success this year.
With regard to our volunteer team we have had Muslims, Christians, Atheists, Agnostics, anyone and
everyone involved. This project seems to have gained the interest of many students.

What impact did this project have on students you work with and within your students’
union or college?
- How did it deliver one of the following outcomes:
o Encourage engagement between faith societies
o Increase understanding amongst students about different religions and beliefs
o Increase dialogue and collaborative action
- Were there any other outcomes from the project?
As mentioned above the project has lead to the possibility of three faith societies developing and
joining the Students’ Union. During events we have had students from a variety of backgrounds
attend and discuss the event and the faith being celebrated.
Other societies are now working with ISoc to develop more charitable activities for the next
academic year.

What lessons did you learn in delivering the project that might be useful to other
students’ unions?
Organisation is key!! If the Union took this project, or one similar, on again I think it would benefit
from a group setting up that met regularly. However a strength in this years approach is that
anyone could get involved, help and learn as they could phone, email or appear in the Union. This I
think lead to more students being involved than creating an Interfaith Initiative team which can
become exclusive.

Do you have any feedback from participants at your event?
We did not have feedback forms at the events but we had students sign up to be told when the next
event would be happening and the verbal and email responses were very positive.
From the Chinese New Year event we have been asked to repeat it every year. The timing coincided
with Spring Induction when many international students join for a semester, they said it was
incredibly welcoming and excited them for future Union events.
Photo/Video evidence of your event:
Unfortunately the Union paid for dreidls which have still not appeared. We have sent a number of
emails to the company to return our money or provide us with the product but to no avail. We had
already advertised this event to students and when we informed them of what had happened they
were happy to still stay and talk about hannukah. For next year the Union will hopefully we able to
do something. In organising this event we contacted the Synagogue in Edinburgh and later this
year they are ore than happy to work with us and offer guidance on
an event.
Chinese New Year event was possibly the best event we held. The
University said we could not have fireworks or sparklers so we had
an event that offered free coffee vouchers in red envelopes to
connect to Chinese New Year tradition, we had information on all the
walls, dragon toys to take away, lanterns and free food.
Spring Equinox was another very positive event where we gave out
free seeded paper with information about Spring Equinox. This
event was gained the interest of University staff and they began
inquiring how they could get involved. This event also enabled us to
better promote the project to student parents as the plants
encouraged children finding out about Spring Equinox also.
Mahavira Janyanti lead to a whole week of events with the support of
the Charities Officer who developed a Charity Week around it.
For Beltane we have advertised the celebrations happening in
Edinburgh and Pebbles as at this time of year students are beginning
examination preparation and we felt we could not hold our own
event.
I have not included all the publicity and pictures, if you wish to see
more then just let me know.
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