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Senate 1: Agenda 

Thursday 29th October 2015 in the Council Chambers 

No Item Paper 
No: 

1 Welcome, quorum and apologies 

 Welcome from the Union Council Chair 

 Quorum check (half total membership except vacant positions) 

 Apologies for Absence 
 

 

2 Explanation of process  

3 Elections of 6 senate Representatives: 
a) Student Parent Representative, 
b) Student Carers Representative, 
c) Part-time Students Representative, 
d) Mature Students Representative, 
e) Distance Learner Students Representative, 
f) Students living off-campus Representative, 

 

 

4 Break for food and election count  

5 Senate Committee Elections: 
a) Diversity & Liberation Committee (4 open places) 
b) Scrutiny Committee (5 open places – 3 reserved for Women or those with an 

identity including woman) 
c) Services Committee (5 open places) 
d) Society & Citizenship Committee (8 open places) 
e) Steering Committee (6 open places) 
f) Wellbeing Committee (4 open places) 
g) Women’s Committee (5 open places reserved for Women or those with an identity 

including woman) 

 

6 Steering Report  

7 Constitutional Proposals: 
a) Senate Bye Law amendment regarding agenda publication 
b) Senate Bye Law amendment regarding Halls Committee representation at Senate 
c) Senate Committees Bye Law amendment regarding student staff representation 

on Services Committee 
d) Senate Committees Bye Law amendment regarding representation from media, 

access all areas, RAG and Student action 
e) Senate Committee Bye Law amendment regarding open places on Women’s 

Committee 
 

1 
Pages 2-3 

8 Policy Proposals (order determined by priority ballot): 
a) The Students’ Union should campaign to protect the NHS 
b) This Union has No Confidence in Megan Dunn 
c) International Students’ Day of Action 
d) The University should  have mandatory podcasts for lectures 
e) Should there be Amazon Lockers in the Students’ Union building? 
f) The SU should sell the morning star 
g) The Union should abolish the Safe Space Policy 
 

2 
Pages 3-8  

9 Close    
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 Drinks reception in Biko’s cafe  

 

Paper 1: Constitutional Proposals 

Proposed by: Steering Committee 
 
Steering Committee propose to change the following elements of the Senate Bye Law and the Senate 
Committees Bye Law as follows: 
 
Proposal 1: 
Senate Bye Law amendment   
 
35. There shall be two versions of the agenda for a meeting of the Senate: 
(a) The draft agenda, which shall contain all items to be considered except for 
amendments and late proposals; 
(b) The final agenda, which shall contain all items to be considered at the meeting. 
36. Steering Committee will meet and publish the draft agenda at least one week before a 
meeting of the Senate, and will meet and publish the final agenda at least one day before 
a meeting of the Senate. 
 
Change 35 and 36 as follows: 
35. Steering Committee will meet and publish the Senate agenda at least three days before a meeting of 
Senate 
36. Where possible a draft agenda will be sent out at least one week before a meeting of Senate 
 
Proposal 2: 
Senate Bye Law amendment   
Members of the Senate 
6. The voting members of the Senate are: 
(d) The Chair (or equivalent) of each of the Residents’ Associations and JCRs; 
 
Change 6d as follows: 
6. The voting members of the Senate are: 
(d) A representative from each of the Residents’ Associations and JCRs; 
 
 
Proposal 3: 
Senate Committees Bye Law amendment   
Services Committee 
32. The Services Committee shall be composed of: 
a. The General Secretary, who shall be chair of the Committee; 
b. The Activities and Development Officer; 
c. A student staff member elected by the Senate; 
 
Change 32c as follows: 
Services Committee 
c. A student staff member as a representative chosen by student staff; 
 
Proposal 4: 
Senate Committees Bye Law amendment   
Activities Committee 
34. The Activities Committee shall be composed of: 
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a. The Activities and Development Officer, who shall be the Chair of the Committee; 
b. One representative for each administrative category of Society (as defined by the 
Activities Committee), elected by the Chairs, Treasurers and Secretaries (or 
equivalent) of the Societies within that category; 
c. The Heads of the Media Outlets; 
d. The Chair of Access All Areas; 
e. The Chair of Manchester RAG; 
f. The Chair of Student Action; 
 
Change to 34 c, d, e and f as follows: 
 
c. The Heads of the Media Outlets or their nominees; 
d. The Chair of Access All Areas or their nominee; 
e. The Chair of Manchester RAG or their nominee; 
f. The Chair of Student Action or their nominee; 
 
 
Senate Committees Bye Law amendment   
Women’s Committee 
50. The Women’s Committee shall be composed of:  
a. The Women’s Officer, who shall be Chair of the Committee;  
b. The Women Students Officers;  
c. Up to five open places elected by the Senate, for which all candidates must selfdefine as women or as 
having a gender identity that includes woman.  
 
Change to 50 c as follows: 
 
c. Up to seven open places elected by the Senate, for which all candidates must self-define as women or 
as having a gender identity that includes woman.  
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Paper 2: Policy Proposals 
 
Proposal 1: The Students’ Union should campaign to protect the NHS  
Proposed by: Emma Runswick 
 
Details:  
1. The union should campaign to protect the NHS from cuts, closures and privatisation to ensure that 

changes to the NHS do not impact either the healthcare services available to students or the 

educational opportunities available to healthcare students. 

2. There are almost 4000 healthcare students at the University of Manchester (medics, nurses, midwives, 

dentists etc) for whom the attacks on the NHS and its staff represent a loss of learning and training 

opportunity and worse conditions in future employment. 

3. The changes to the NHS under the Health and Social Care Act and Greater Manchester Devolution 

have closed some departments (eg Trafford and Rochdale A&Es) and put others at risk of downgrading 

or complete closure. 

4. This poses a risk to all students who access or study within healthcare services across Greater 

Manchester. 

5. Privatisation and the market in healthcare wastes a colossal amount of money - estimates vary from 

£9bn a year (Keele University) to £23bn a year (Public Health doctor and academic Professor Allyson 

Pollock) - money which could be spent treating patients or training and employing staff. 

6. The Students' Union should maintain its position in favour of a publicly funded, publicly provided NHS, 

and actively campaign against cuts, closures and privatisation. 

7. This is an updated version of the policy of the same name which lapsed on the 11/10/15. 
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Proposal 2: This Union has No Confidence in Megan Dunn 
Proposed by: Joseph Clough 
 
1 Megan Dunn has exhibited a repeated pattern of behaviour which demonstrates that she has little 

regard for the democratic structures of the NUS and through these actions is ruining the reputation 
of our nation union as a democratic and representative body.  

2 She has released a statement which contradicted policy passed at conference about whether NUS 
would work with CAGE.  

3 A motion of censure has been passed by NUSNEC against Megan Dunn, which also required that 
she write an apology for her actions. The apology did not contain the words sorry or apology.   

4 Dunn has written a blog regarding the actions NUSNEC which was an incredibly misleading report. 
Students know very little about what happens in NUSNEC meetings and undermining the work of 
the NUSNEC in this manner is inexcusable 
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Proposal 3: International Students’ Day of Action 
Proposed by: Tania Sauma 
 

The Students' Union believes: 

1. International students have been under constant attack by the Home Office for a number of years. 

2. These attacks have intensified since 2012 with the revocation of the 'Highly Trusted Sponsorship' of 

London Metropolitan University, scrapping of the post-study work visa provision and other changes to 

the immigration system. 

3. Other universities and colleges have also lost their sponsorship status since 2012, often left to pay the 

price for their institution’s mistakes. 

4. The number of visa refusal has increased significantly over the past couple of years and the new 

immigration rules which will be coming into action soon will only make life more difficult for international 

students and all migrants in general. 

 

The Students’ Union further believes: 

1. The onslaught on international students’ rights in the UK is not an isolated matter and is part of a bigger 

picture of the anti migrant sentiment which is growing in the UK. 

2. The UK government’s response to the refugee crisis has been inadequate to say the least. 

3. The anti-migrant sentiment growing in the country, which had previously severely affected international 

students, is now manifesting itself in how the most vulnerable migrants ,who are refugees, are being 

treated. 

4. As a progressive movement, it is our responsibility to stand in solidarity with all migrants and condemn 

the government’s attitude towards them. 

 

The Students’ Union resolves: 

1. That the Students’ Union should priorities the plight of migrants in general, and that of international 

students and refugees in particular, in its campaigning activities. 

1. That the Students’ Union will fully support, endorse and encourage a national day of walk out on 

'International Students’ Day', November 17th. This would be to raise awareness regarding the treatment 

of refugees, international students and the wider migrant communities in the UK and to show the 

government that students overwhelmingly reject the government’s attitude towards migration. 

2. The Students’ Union to utilise every possible tool to get as many students as possible on board with the 

national day of action. 

3. The Students’ Union communication team to particularly magnify this day of action by producing 

relevant material as well as distributing videos and other promoting material provided by NUS. 
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Proposal 4: The University should have mandatory podcasts for lectures 
Proposed by: Mariam Al-Hamadi 
 
Details: 
1. I think my proposal would benefit the student body because we should all be treated equally even if we 

weren't in the actual hall, we've all paid to be treated as equal students. If a person is not well enough to 
come to class doesn't mean that only the students who showed up get to have the privilege of the 
actual lecture, especially when some lecture slides are bullet points to remind the professor of what 
next to say.  

2. Furthermore, as the technology is already there, any additional use of it would lower down total costs.   
3. Lastly, when it exam period arrives, having lectures to look over or to help explain some key ideas that 

needed clarifying would be very beneficial to a student's ability to understand. Some lecturers already 
use them, why not all of them? 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposal 5: Should there be Amazon Lockers in the Students’ Union building? 
Proposed by: Naa Acquah 
 
Details: 

1. It is great idea because we can pick up our orders here and it is convenient because the union is 
open from 8-midnight everyday. Obviously Amazon is a big multinational company but the money 
the union would make from it could go back into student activities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposal 5: The SU should sell the morning star 
Proposed by: Joseph Clough 

 
Details: 
The SU should sell the morning star 
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Proposal 5: Abolish the Safe Space Policy 
Proposed by: Ed Bird and John Scott (2 proposals were submitted and merged) 
 
Details: 
1 Get rid of this "safe-space" policy. [It has been said] it's just a nonsense nanny state policy.  
 
2 Universities should be places where you meet challenging and difficult opinions which you don't 

agree with - those are good for a students self-development. Freedom of speech is probably the 
most important pillar of western democracy, without which a democracy won’t last even 5 years. 
[China, North Korea, Nazi Germany 1930's/1940's, Democratic Republic of Congo, etc, etc]  

 
3 Get rid of the "safe-space" policy. The world isn't safe and most of us don't want our university 

experience to be like living in a cotton lined bubble. Someone's said something you don't like? 
That's the real world - part of your education here at UoM should be how to deal with that. Learn 
how to live in the unsafe world.               

 
4 In the process of restricting free speech, whereby multiple speakers have been banned, the Student 

Union has instigated a war on the fundamental rights of all non-authoritarian democratic societies, in 
freedom of speech and freedom of expression - without boundaries.  

 
5 The limiting of open forum will serve only in separating groups in an already fracturing social 

landscape.  
 
6 In times when personal liberties are being progressively curtailed in the name of so-called security 

and protection, now is the time to resist the temptation to follow suit, and we should instead open 
the doors to all with relevant opinions on matters of interest.   

 
7 By facilitating and supporting the expression of all viewpoints, it is my hope that The University of 

Manchester will move toward being a fair and cohesive community with all of the freedoms not 
afforded to those whom the safe space policy now claims to protect. 

 


