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STUDENTS DESERVE BETTER DOCTOR’S NOTES 

  

  

Union Notes 

1) Currently employees must give their employer a doctor’s ‘fit note’ it they’re off sick for more than 

7 days in a row which is provided free of charge. A fee can be charged if the fit note is asked for 

before the 7th day. 

2) Students who are going through mitigation often receive a doctor’s letter which is charged for. 

Sometimes a simple ‘fit note’ is more appropriate and free. 

3) Currently there is a large disparity in the level and quality of information being provided for 

students as evidence for mitigation. 

4) For a copy of health records on a computer, GPs can charge a maximum of £10; for a mixture of 

hand written and computer records they can charge a maximum of £50. 

5) Leeds Beckett Students’ Union Advice Service reports that students who have seen advisors have 

been charged anywhere between £10 and £40. 

 
Union Believes 

1) That if fit notes for employers are free, then medical notes for educational institutions should also 

be free. 

2) That there is not enough government regulation on these fees, and doctors have the freedom to 

choose what they charge. 

3) That students already face a struggle to balance finances with studies. 

4) That it is immoral for a doctor to charge an unwell person for a note simply so that they can get 

an exam or coursework extension or deferral. 

 
Union Resolves 

1) To work with the Student Advice Service to lobby local GPs to lower or, preferably, abolish any 

charges for students who need medical notes. 

2) To lobby the University, where GPs have refused to abolish fees and the university have required 

a medical note, to reimburse students who have been charged for this service. 

3) To lobby the University to accept ‘fit notes’ when appropriate instead of expensive medical notes. 

4) To work with GP practices in the main student areas to seek agreement on adopting a proforma 

form to provide details for mitigation panels to be created in conjunction with the Student Advice 

Service. 

 

  


