
 

 

EHSU anti-TEF policy - TEFinetly a bad idea 

Edge Hill Students’ Union notes: 

 That the government is looking to take the 9K cap off for those 

Higher Education institutions that are deemed to have teaching 

excellence according to the proposed Teaching Excellence 

Framework (TEF.) Meaning that: 

a) Fees will increase in those institutions, meaning higher costs and 

potentially more debt for those students. 

b) There will be a difference in fees between ‘teaching excellence 

institutions’ and the rest, meaning some degrees will literally be 

worth more than others. 

 The metrics that will be used in Tier One of the TEF (in 2016/17) 

will be graduate employment data, retention data, and NSS results.  

 Marketization of the higher education sector has led to increased 

competition between universities. The result of this is that 

universities are focusing on recruitment and league tables rather 

than teaching and learning. A culture is developing within 

universities in which students are seen as consumers, rather than 

as partners. 

Edge Hill Students’ Union believes: 

 That the TEF will aid in the further marketization of education, 

giving universities another field on which to compete against each 

other, and another league table to climb. 

 That the proposal to allow teaching excellence universities to raise 

their tuition fees is wrong, it’s already appalling that students have 

to pay £9’000 per year for their education. 

 The metrics that will be used to determine Tier One of the TEF are 

problematic because: 

a) Retention data and graduate employment data have no direct 

correlation to teaching excellence. 

b) The NSS is currently under review by NUS and others to improve 

it, as it has been recognised as being flawed and not truly 

representative of students’ opinions. 

 

Edge Hill Students’ Union resolves: 

 To openly oppose the TEF in this format due to: 



 

a) The links to rising tuition fees and 

b) The metrics that are being used to determine teaching excellence 

having no direct correlation with teaching excellence. 

 To make sure that it is widely publicised to students how the TEF 

may impact them. 

 To continue working with NUS on their work surrounding the TEF. 

As although they have to oppose it due to their own policy, they are 

doing work to support Students’ Unions in engaging with the TEF 

and enabling us to constructively engage. 

 We will constructively engage with the TEF in order to try and 

reduce harm and get a better deal for our students by any means 

we have available. 

 To continue dialogue with the university on the TEF, always making 

our position clear. 

 Oppose and campaign against any potential rise in tuition fees. 


