
  

EHSU Consent Policy- If it’s not your body, it’s not your choice. 

 

Edge Hill Students’ Union notes: 

 That according to recent statistics, published by many mainstream 

Newspapers online, that 1 in 3 women1 are sexually assaulted on 

campus. Only, 1,000 men across the UK report sexual assault when 

the police suspect this is only 10% of the actual number of cases2. 

 The definition of consent, as reiterated in NUS’ ‘Guide to Consent 

workshops’, is…  
“The Sexual Offences Act 2003 (England & Wales) and The Sexual Offences 

(Northern Ireland) Order 2008, says that a person consents if they agree 

"by choice, and has the freedom and capacity to make that choice." 
Therefore, sexual consent can be defined as - the agreement to engage in 

sexual activity with the freedom and capacity to do so. 

 Consent is an issue irrespective of age, sexuality, gender, belief, 

race, or ability. 

 This is underpinned by the national conversation happening around 

the topic of consent, and the work that is currently being done by 

NUS and Students’ Unions around the UK. 

 Everyone should be aware of consent and be able to identify when 

they need sexual consent. 

 Everyone has the right to consent education. 

Edge Hill Students’ Union believes: 

 We do not victim blame, nor are we accusatory.  

 Everyone is equal, irrespective of age, sexuality, gender, belief, 

race, or ability. 

 All students should receive Consent Workshops in their first year of 

study at Edge Hill University to ensure that they’re aware of the 

topic of consent. From this they can go forward  from these 

sessions equipped with  information on the issues surrounding 

consent, what is/isn’t consent, and who they can contact about 

consent should they need to. 

 Everyone has the right to be safe on their campus and within their 

town, our students must be safe. 

 Consent is mandatory, we will seek to endorse the message that if 

it’s not your body, it’s not your choice. And to also remind students 

                                            
1 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/womens-life/11343380/Sexually-assault-1-in-3-UK-female-
students-victim-on-campus.html 
2 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/pshe_and_citizenship/pdf/rape.pdf 



  

that it’s their body, and therefore regardless of the wants of anyone 

else around them, it’s their choice. 

Edge Hill Students’ Union resolves: 

 We will deliver consent workshops within the first term for first year 

students. 

 We will deliver consent workshops to our Students’ Union staff (full 

time and part time) in their induction training. 

 We will seek to empower students to talk about consent and be 

completely aware of their rights and responsibilities by enabling 

them to deliver workshops themselves. 

 We will combat rape culture and victim blaming by tackling myths, 

rectifying problematic perspectives of consent and helping students 

understand that sexual activity without consent is a crime where 

only the perpetrator can be blamed. Through whatever means the 

Vice President Welfare deems appropriate, such as campaigning, 

lobbying the university or raising awareness.  

 We will encourage students to challenge Sexual Harassment/Sexual 

Assault, but always make sure this is done correctly, and not to put 

students’ in positions where they feel uncomfortable or unsafe. 

 We will seek to break down any stigma surrounding consent with 

further campaigns and events on the topic, how best to approach 

this will be decided by the Vice President Welfare. 


