
  

EHSU External Speakers Policy 

 

Edge Hill Students’ Union notes: 

 Freedom of expression and speech are basic human rights to be 

protected and are protected by law.   

 

Edge Hill Students’ Union believes: 

 Open debate is central to the culture of academic freedom, the 

development of students ideas and understanding and is protected 

by an act of parliament relating to freedom of speech and academic 

freedom on campus. 

 That being said, student safety and welfare is at the heart of Edge 

Hill Students’ Union’s policies and practices. As such, the freedom to 

express views can sometimes be tempered by the need to secure 

freedom from harm for students and communities. 

 Where there is a potential for these rights to come into conflict in 

relation to controversial speakers, Edge Hill Students’ Union is 

committed to collaboration that will allow it to reach sound, 

evidenced judgements about the organisation or person in question 

and that allows the union to meet its various legal obligations. 

Edge Hill Students’ Union resolves: 

 All speakers will be made aware of their responsibility to abide by 

the law, the university and the union’s various policies, including 

that: 

 They must not incite hatred, violence, or call for any kind of law 

breaking. 

 They are not permitted to encourage, glorify, or promote any acts 

of terrorism including individuals, groups or organisations that 

support such acts. 

 They must not spread hatred and intolerance in the community and 

thus aid in disrupting social and community harmony. 

 Within a framework of positive debate and challenge seek to avoid 

insulting other faiths or groups. 

 They are not permitted to raise or gather funds for any external 

organisation or cause without express permission of the union 

trustees. 



  

 Societies must notify the Union of any events that involve external 

speakers prior to the event. No event involving any external 

speakers may be publicised until the speaker has been cleared by 

Edge Hill Students’ Union, as according to the points outlined above. 

 Edge Hill Students’ Union reserves the right to cancel or prohibit 

any event if the procedures provided herein, and in related policies, 

are not followed or if the relevant health, safety and security criteria 

cannot be met. 

 It will be the responsibility of the Vice President Activities and 

relevant Union staff to oversee these procedures.  


