
 
 

People across Great Britain and Northern Ireland have, in the last 24 hours, made the biggest 
vote they have most likely ever made (Unless of course you were alive and of voting age in 1975). As your 
Executive team sat up in living rooms around the area, we were saddened and shocked by the eventual 
result – Over 17 million British people voting in favour of leaving the European Union. 

As a Students’ Union who had policy to support a ‘Remain’ vote, we were always very confident in the 
British public making a choice which we saw as right and fair for students. We were confident that the 
British people would not be swayed by false promises of investment in the NHS, immigration and 
regeneration. 

The result raises many critical questions for students and for their futures, and we now more than ever 
need to ensure that the student voice continues to be heard and reflected as we move forward. 

The news, this morning, tells us that that of all those who voted between the ages 18-25, 75% voted to 
remain. There is clearly a stark difference in opinion between the younger generation and the rest of the 
population in regard to what the future of our country should look like. It is clear that this decision will 
impact young people hugely and the discussions from this point forward should therefore not be allowed 
to focus purely on the views and opinions of the older generation. 

People in the UK have been divided on this referendum. Those who have seen the benefits of EU funding, 
after years of negatives as a result of party politics and a neo-liberal ideology voting to remain. And those 
who have yet to see any economic benefits of being in the EU, and still suffering as a result of the 
previously mentioned party politics and neo-liberal ideology ,angry because what is portrayed is an EU 
who are a drain on resources, a drain on finances and a drain on jobs, voting to leave.  

We firmly believe that the vote yesterday, and the results today show a growing anger and frustration in 
British people. A frustration like never before – resulting in a decision to leave a Union which has 
improved worker’s rights, minority rights, opened boarders and free trade. An EU which has pumped 
millions into the regeneration of many regions in UK, including large areas of the North West. 

However, as disappointed as we are in this vote, we must be positive. I, as President have said all along 
that so long as we get a good voter turnout then we have to live with the decision even if it doesn’t go 
our way. Democracy has spoken, and democracy is at the core of our values as people, as a Students’ 
Union and as representatives of the student body. If you went out and voted in this election, then you 
have every right to have an opinion on the matter and have every right to continue to shape the country 
into a way that you see represents your views. 

We must stick together – together we can still make this work. How, we don’t know. When, we don’t 
know. But we have strength in Unity, over 16 million of us voted to remain and those 16 million need to 
Unite, to ensure the voices of those from all communities, backgrounds and minority groups are listened 
to and represented by our political leaders. 

Yes it’s a shame how the vote has gone. But, we must progress together irrelevant of differences in 
politics.  

In Unity, 

Steven Rouke, EHSU President  

On behalf of EHSU Executive Committee 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


