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Item Issue Raised by Details Response Action

Microwaves
Dean- We have 4 more microwaves in the canteen thanks to Brian 

Whiting, the Head of Technical Resources. 

BA Graphic Design

Dean- GD are in the process of validating their course. It happens every 

5 years to make changes and adapt. Outside experts are bought in to 

make changes and it is a formal process. 

Workshops with BA 

students

BA Culture, 

Criticism and 

Curation

Reps- We have had a lot of workshops with different BAs which is a 

good thing. It's designed to create space and it's nice to learn different 

mediums a workshops. 

Dean- That's great to hear. We have 

been pushing cross course collaboration. 

It's not easy but we are making efforts. 

Degree show
Reps- Groups for Degree Show has been great. It needs some structure 

and some amendments but it has helped. 

Monday lectures
Reps- Monday night lectures have been great. They have stepped it up 

this term. 

Third years

Reps- Third years are more experimental. Dissertation was shifted in 

advance to January. They enjoy the fact that it’s done and they are 

focussed on crits and exhibitions. 

Rep- The XD pathway leader, is amazing. All other tutors are also good. 

MA Photography
Reps- We are happy with our course leader. The structure is really good 

and the overall progression is different and good. 

Reps- This is fed to us from XD students. The Wednesday forums that 

are scheduled compulsory lectures (for the whole year group in a lecture 

theatre) are very repetitive, time wasting and a deterrent. It's the same 

every time and going over the same thing which is the course leader 

updating us on Degree Shows etc. It's even the same PowerPoint 

presentation for MA as well. They need to think of a new ways of 

passing information for those who don’t turn up. 

Reps-  Information should be passed in pathways. It'll be much nicer way 

to foster it at studio atmosphere; it's more personal. 

Updates 

BA Fine Art

Tutors

Positives

Dean to speak to the course leader 

and the programme director. 

Dean- I appreciate it’s frustrating as the 

course is trying to pass information. This 

was criticised in NSS as well. The Course 

Leader and Programme Director are 

working to deal with course management 

and organisation. I will feed this back and 

I am sure they will find a better 

alternative. Any suggestions are 

welcome. 

BA Fine Art
Repetitive and time 

wasting

Quality of 

seminars
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Timetabling Too widespread BA CCC
Rep- The timetable is too widespread and wish it was more compact. 

There were huge gaps between seminars.

Dean- Different students have different 

preference. This is something for the 

Course Committee. It should be heard 

there.

Studios Base studio MA Photography

Reps- Our assigned studio, room B301, has been booked by various 

individuals / groups in the past. This is making it impossible to use the 

room as a work space. Although we have brought up this issue on 

several occasions, and as a consequence promises have been made to 

ensure this wont happen again, the situation has not changed. We were 

told it was not supposed to happen. A sign would be a helpful start.

Dean-  I didn't know that others like the 

language centre were booking it. I was 

not aware. I can’t guarantee if we can 

lock a room like that. 

Dean to investigate about room 

B301. Dean to consider putting a 

Photography sign in B301.

Opening hours
MA Screen 

Directing

Rep- The opening times of the loan store clash with our classes (9.30) 

while their lunch break overlaps by 15 mins. This is inconvenient for us. 

Could it be opened just 15 minutes earlier? This way we can drop 

something before the class. 

Dean- The Head of Technical has worked 

hard on it and he might be able to do 

something on a course level. 

Dean to look in to extended 

opening hours and speak with the 

Head of Technical.

Insurance BA Fine Art
Reps- Kit is only insured over £10000 excess. None of us could afford 

that so it doesn't make any sense. 

Dean- It’s a difficult issue and university 

can do very little. We tend to suggest 

Endsleigh insurance who can offer cheap 

insurance but it’s complicated because of 

excess payment and age etc. It is very 

expensive to take out collective 

insurance. It comes up regularly but we 

are stuck and we are looking for a 

solution. 

Dean to speak to Bristol university 

and see how they do it there. 

Rep- I struggled to find scholarship and I know others who are 

struggling. Is it possible to tell us if there were more academic 

scholarships?

Dean- The university is working hard to 

get as many scholarship and bursaries 

but it’s hard. There will never be enough. 

Rep- I saw the ones for people with practical courses only. 

Dean- The tradition is rooted in the 

practical courses which might have 

something to do with the wealthy alumni. 

The staff from the Development team are 

looking to cultivate finances. It is a 

struggle. May be something we could 

look and address it the best we can.

Loan Store 

Scholarship Lack of information

BA Culture, 

Criticism and 

Curation
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Use of technical 

facilities
MA Photography

Reps- We had inductions but the attitude towards us using other 

equipment is very defensive. We often get directed to Archway. 

Dean- You also have a form now that you 

can use to book other studios. Dean- I 

will need to speak to the Head of Tech, 

who would not be happy to hear that. I 

will report to him and send update to reps 

once he gets back to me. 

Dean to speak to Head of Tech 

about the attitude of staff. 

Access to editing suite
MA Screen 

Directing

Rep- Access to editing suites is restricted between 10:00am and 

5:30pm. We have classes everyday between 9:30am and 8:30pm so we 

have no time to use the editing or colour grading facilities which we need 

for our projects. Students on other courses, such as the BA: Fashion 

have been inducted into equipment relevant to their practices so they 

can use it unsupervised.

Dean: We can look to see how possible 

that is.

Dean to explore if Screen Directing 

students can use the editing suite 

beyond the normal opening hours.

Dark room BA Fine Art

Reps- We used to have plenty of time to set up and then have time to 

work on it but now the dark room opens at 10, closes for lunch and open 

from 2 till 5. That's not enough time to do any development. We have to 

come back and reset which takes a lot of physical time consuming 

logistical stuff. It's also a popular facility.

Dean- You would think they would 

stagger lunch break. I can see if we can 

sort that out. I can ask the Head of Tech 

to feedback to student reps. 

Dean to speak with Head of 

Technical and feedback 

afterwards.

Saturday access
MA Screen 

Directing

Rep- Drama Centre students are allowed to book rehearsal spaces for 

coursework prep on weekends, however, often these spaces are 

unavailable or double booked for auditions. We resort to rehearsing in 

the stairwells and corridors. There are many rooms that are left 

completely empty on Saturdays which it would be great to use. It doesn’t 

necessarily need to be big; it could even be a teaching room. 

Dean- That shouldn't be the case and it 

should be easier for you to find spaces.  

Some of the D Corridor spaces should be 

free to use.

Dean to find out if the room in block 

D are bookable by students at 

weekends. 

Studio

BA Culture, 

Criticism and 

Curation

Rep- Our course were discussing having a dedicated space. Is this 

possible? 

Dean-  It’s still being discussed. It's live 

and a firm decision has been made but 

we are asking course leader to provide 

more info about the use of space. 

Space

Technical


