
 
 

Candidate Name: Kirsty Paterson 
 
Position standing for: Vice President: Wellbeing 
& Engagement 
 
Why are you standing?  
What has made you decide to stand for election? 
What skills and experience do you have that 
make you a good candidate? 
I graduated from Sunderland University in June 2015 
with a law degree. During my time at University I was 
a member of the Women's rugby team, and elected 
as captain in the 2013/2014 season. As captain I 
learnt to take in to consideration everyones thoughts 
and opinions and effectively making a decision. 

Rugby is a sport where there is a place for everyone, through this I have met people 
from all different walks of life and I feel I have something to give to everyone. The 
past nine months I have been working as your Vice President: Community and 
Events in your student Union. I have really focused on celebrating the diversity of our 
student body through different cultural events. It has been a great experience to 
have the opportunity to meet and engage with so different students from different 
backgrounds. Since joining the Student Union I have gained a passion for making 
good change and this passion is what drives me to stand for re-election and give the 
students a life changing university experience. There are so many student voices 
and it is important that every single one is heard. I love taking time out just to listen 
confer thoughts and ideas with students because it is the students that make the 
University therefore students should have a voice and I promise to represent this 
voice in anyway possible. 
 
Manifesto priority 1: Continue to Celebrate our diverse student body 
Last year I was apart of organising and supporting several cultural celebrations 
ranging from the Nigerian Independence Day to the LGBT valentines day. I would 
love to continue this work and also work towards adding more events to the calendar 
and in turn increase student engagement by having a bigger variety of events will 
appeal to a wider range of students. I would also like to protect our diverse student 
body by opposing all attacks on international students 
 
 



Manifesto priority 2: Promote healthy life style 
I would like to promote healthy living for students from fighting to get healthy snack 
prices reduced on campus and decreasing the price of the membership at the 
University campus. I would help to promote free sports events for students to get 
involved in such as Urban Active. The taboo on sexual and mental health is a barrier 
that must be broken and if elected I will bring about a general awareness of both on 
campus and ensure students know and use all services available to them. 
 
Manifesto priority 3: Helping students to gain graduate attributes 
Employers now look for more than just a degree, they look for graduate attributes. I 
would fight to give students the opportunity within the university to gain skills that will 
be directly relevant to their chosen career path, this will give them an advantage in 
the job market. I feel that students should be made more aware of the already 
existing opportunities to gain such attributes by the university. I would also like to 
encourage students to challenge themselves whether it be healthy eating, exercise 
challenges, learning a language or just trying something new. 
 


