
Hello and thank you for reading! My name is Tamara O'Neill and I am running to be your Activities 

and Development Officer for 2016/2017 #Tamara4Tomorrow 
 

What do I stand for?  

My motivation for this role is to empower students to be part of Europe's 

largest Student’s Union. A place to make friends, uncover talents and lead 

positive change through involving yourself in any of the 480 societies on 

offer, volunteering with RAG or sharing skills through student activities. I 

would listen and support your enterprising ideas, taking action in creative 

and resourceful ways to achieve the best student experience at the Universi-

ty of Manchester.  

1. Enhance the Student Nightlife  

Pangaea is the highlight of the student nightlife at UoM. Three times a year the students running this 

festival have outdone themselves, supplying the largest student run Festival in Europe. To keep up these 

high standards, I would prioritise student development to the volunteers in building key skills for their 

future. This team of students could grow and provide a network capable of putting on more regular, 

affordable nights exclusive to students, making the Union the place to go on a night out in Manches-

ter. An exciting idea in the pipeline is Pan-DAY-ea. Imagine the last Pangaea of the year before summer 

starting earlier to make the most of the sun alongside some incredible outdoor stages, creating the per-

fect end of year celebration.  

2. An App for Societies and Student Activities 

The students at the University of Manchester deliver a wide range of activities for other students and I 

think they deserve more credit. The most effective way to promote Student Activities is through an App 

focused on our SU that is accessible on Android and Apple . Students could more easily enjoy Student 

Media on their phones such as Fuse FM or news online with The Mancunian. A personalised events 

page for societies and volunteer opportunities with RAG is also likely to increase student involvement.  

Societies need support from the SU to excel and this is something I would prioritise. Being part of many 

societies I have noticed a few improvements key to helping societies maximise their potential. This in-

cludes three-year long records of memberships, training manuals for new committee members, online 

banking with a quicker transfer time and advice on expanding sponsorship. This support would go to-

wards improving events run by societies for you! For example significantly discounted tickets on end of 

year balls that can otherwise be expensive.   



3. Affordability  

Budgeting is never easy for students so my ambition would be to further the SU into a haven where stu-

dents can enjoy themselves without blowing their budgets. With an £8 million investment into the SU, we 

can revamp it suited to students through ensuring greater space for inspired student activities, improved 

food outlets and easily bookable rooms for societies or group study work. The Union bar needs more 

weekly deals like Meat Free Mondays and to offer more well-priced and diverse day and night events, 

exclusive for students. These ideas range from Bandeoke nights to free Film Festivals on the grass in 

front of the Ali G Learning Commons. This would be pushed from the word go at Welcome Week, to wel-

come First Years in embracing their Union wholeheartedly. Moreover our SU  has had countless awards 

for its venue space in Manchester, yet a very small proportion of students make the most of the music 

venue right on their doorstep. To try and implement student discount on certain gigs, would provide 

more opportunities for students to have fun in the Student’s Union.   

4. An Energy-efficient University 

The University of Manchester has the capability to be a leader in sustainability. I would support initiatives 

to improve its energy-efficiency such as continuing the Fossil Fuel campaigns regarding the University’s 

choice to invest our fees in unrenewable energy sources. Universities such as SOAS and Glasgow have tak-

en this step and we could be next to help our environment.  If elected I would ensure campaigning is facil-

itated and students have the right resources to effectively campaign for positive change. 

/Tamara4Tomorrow 

Do I have experience?  

My time at University has been dedicated to getting students 

more involved and having more fun through BA Econ, the big-

gest academic Society at the University of Manchester, organ-

ising Themed Balls and hosting trips to Amsterdam of over 240 

students. Alongside my Business and Economics course, I work 

behind the Union Bar serving students, creating an environ-

ment to enjoy a break from work. My love for the Union is sec-

ond to none and knowing it inside-out presents me with useful 

knowledge to be your Activities and Development Officer.  

My dream for 'a better Tomorrow' would be taking on the challenge of uniting 40,000 students at 

our University. If elected you can count on me to run event after event, bringing in students from 

all backgrounds and studies. Our SU will grow and flourish welcoming all students to unwind, re-

lax and have fun in a friendly place you will want to keep coming back to.   

Vote Tamara O’Neill #1 


