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Motion Name: Introduction of designated smoking areas to prevent 

antisocial smoking outside of university buildings 

 

Background: 
The current situation, include any relevant information about the issue. 
1. Students and staff smoke, often in groups, directly outside of university buildings 

which is unpleasant for non-smokers. This is particularly common after lectures as 

people light up immediately and remain stationary at exits without dispersing away. 

 

2. It can be impossible for non-smokers to enter, exit or even walk past buildings 

without breathing in cigarette smoke. This is both unpleasant and a potential health 

issue for non-smokers who are being forced into passive smoking in order to use 

university facilities. 

 

3. Smoking is common outside of many buildings but of particular relevance are the 

Arts and Social sciences library and adjacent buildings where the issue is very bad. As 
a biology student, I've also experienced this very frequently outside of the old biology 

building and now the physics building. I'm sure it probably occurs outside of other 

departments I don't visit as well.  

 

4. Smoke doesn't immediately disappear just because it's outside, it hangs around and 

is very easy to breathe in by all in the vicinity. Outside of buildings smoke can not 

disperse so easily due to the more sheltered conditions and even wind often doesn't 

help as it blows the smoke into people. Outdoors smoking is therefore a problem in 

crowded areas. 

 

Purpose: 
If the motion is successful, what do you want to achieve? What’s your vision for the future? 
1. Passive smoking is known to be very damaging, potentially resulting in the same 

array of diseases direct smokers can experience which include cancer. It's not unlikely 

that some students may also have health complaints, such as respiratory problems, 

which would be exacerbated by smoking. As such, being allowed to choose whether 

to be exposed to cigarette smoke or not should be a fundamental right, and I want 

to see this right to choose respected within the university. 

 

2. Currently, non-smokers are, at times, forced to breath in cigarette smoke when 
using university buildings; buildings we all must use, as well as pay to use.  Smokers 

can smoke elsewhere but we all share university facilities, which are obviously fixed in 

position, making this issue deeply unfair. I would therefore like to achieve a ban on 

smoking outside of these areas. 

 

3.  I hope in the future to be able to move around the university happily without 

coughing, holding my breath and avoiding areas that all students should be free to use 
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comfortably. I hope that this motion will help to create a healthier student body and 
a university experience which is fairer and more pleasant for everyone. 

 

Action: 
How are we going to make your vision happen? 
1. I would like to see designated smoking areas introduced. These would be areas in 

which smokers could smoke freely, away from building entrances and other crowded 

areas. Non-smokers can then avoid these areas if they choose to.  

 

2. Smoking outside of these designated areas would not be allowed. No smoking signs 

could be placed outside of buildings and in other areas to act as a reminder. 

 

3. If the motion were to go through, all students and staff should be informed by 

email so that everyone is aware of the new rule.  

 

Proposed by: 

 

Your first and last name: Shirin El Ghomari 

 

Seconder first and last name: Sebastian Sonesten 

 


