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Motion Name: Make the NUS relevant 
 

Background: 

 
1. UBU pays approximately £50k a year to the NUS as an affiliation fee. 

2. Currently UBU Sabbatical Officers can submit motions to the NUS National 

Conference without the approval of Student Council or the AMM.  

3. The UBU Bylaws require a referendum on NUS affiliation to be called every three 

years, Bylaw 8. UBU’s affiliation to the NUS is subject to annual approval by students 

in accordance with the 1994 Education Act, Part II, 22.2.L. 

4. Bristol students are generally unaware of what the NUS does for them 

5. Being part of the NUS provides UBU with important support and financial benefits 

6. NUS delegates this year did not meet once before the National Conference. 

7. Sending delegates to the National Conference costs UBU a substantial sum of 

money. 

8. Sending delegates at 6am in the morning means they miss the training sessions on 

the first day. 

9. A number of controversial motions were proposed at the NUS National 

Conference where either there was no existing UBU policy, or it was unclear. 

Student Council had not mandated delegates on voting. 

10. UBU was a founding member of the NUS 

Purpose: 

 
1. UBU must demonstrate the benefits of being NUS members to the student 

population.  

2. Student Council must be able to examine policy submitted to the NUS. 

3. Delegates require better training before National Conference. 

4. UBU should ensure that it gets the best value possible from being part of the NUS. 

Action: 

 
1. This motion builds upon existing policy ‘Move NUS elections forward’ by Ellie Williams. 

2. Motions that are to be submitted to the NUS National Conference by UBU must 

first be approved by Student Council or the AMM. Sabbatical Officers may not 

submit motions to the NUS National Conference without this approval. However, 

where there exists UBU policy similar to that being submitted to the NUS, the DSC 

may instead approve its submission. Amendments to NUS motions are exempt from 

this requirement. 

3. UBU must actively promote what the NUS does for Bristol students explicitly, 

alongside promoting UBU’s own impact. 
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4. One sabbatical officer, preferably Union Affairs, must take oversight of UBU’s 

National Conference activities and planning. 

5. The NUS delegates must meet at least once before National Conference. 

6. UBU should consider providing training for delegates, including information on the 

structure of the NUS, significant figures and the internal political dynamics of the 

organisation. 

7. UBU should investigate the feasibility of sending delegates to conference the evening 

before it begins. 

8. Student Council should remind its voting members of the possibility of submitting 

motions to the National Conference. 

9. A Student Council should be timed between the publication of motions and the start 

of National Conference so that Student Council can mandate the UBU delegates to 

vote on motions. 

Proposed by: Matthew Graham, NUS Delegate, Senate Representative for Engineering 

Seconded by: James Lord, Course Rep for Civil Engineering 

 

 


