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Motion Name: First year students coming into halls should be able to opt 

in or out of paying for the Stoke Bishop bus pass 
 

Background: 

 

1. Currently, Halls residents pay for the Stoke Bishop bus pass as part of their rent.  

Many City Centre residents pay for a bus pass that is often irrelevant to them and that 

they are unlikely to use. 

2. Everyone should have the choice to pay for the bus pass – some of them may want 

to use Stoke Bishop facilities, but many have not used the card once. 

3. Non Stoke Bishop residents pay almost £150 for the pass (£3.50 a week) and Stoke 

Bishop residents pay even more. 

4. First years are bombarded by information and do not have time to question the ins 

and outs of where their money is going.  The current system shows a case of obscure 

procedures and unnecessary hidden costs.  This does not create a great rep for the 

university. 

5. At the end of the year the University is renewing its contract with Wessex buses.  

This is the perfect time to instigate change for first years and those living in Halls of 

Residence.  

 

Purpose: 

 

1. The purpose is to achieve a process with total transparency for the student body.  

In a business transaction, it is expected that the customer knows exactly what they 
are paying for and the service they should expect.   The University should promote 

this ethos: its customers (essentially what Halls residents are) should have full 

awareness of where their rent goes - why not?  Students should be encouraged to 

hold the University publicly accountable for its expenditures, especially if their money 

is directly involved, and this cannot be achieved without a transparent system.  Opting 

in or out of a bus pass is one step towards attaining this goal. 

2. Ultimate goals are that the University liaises with Wessex buses to open more lines 

to be available to other residents (for example, the number 19).   

3. Or, the university is upfront from the beginning of the year about where our rent 

is spent.  Every first year can opt in or opt out of having a bus pass.  The University is 

fully transparent about the benefits and costs of purchasing one.  If a student wishes 

later on in the year to purchase a subsidised bus pass, it will be equivalent to the 

number of weeks left in the academic year. 

 

Action: 

 

1. Get the University to liaise with Wessex buses and alter the current contract. 

2. Create opt in / out option for the 2015 cohort applying for their accommodation. 
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3. Be open with Halls residents about where their rent is going and how much is spent 

on things that appear to be / are presented as ‘free’ at the beginning of the year. 

 

Proposed by: 

 

Your first and last name: Zoë Backhouse 

 

Seconder first and last name: Anna Tiri 

 


