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Motion Name: Red Card to the Green Paper 
 

Background: 

The current situation, include any relevant information about the issue. 

 

 

1. On Friday 6th November the government launched a green paper 

(consultation document) titled Fulfilling our Potential: Teaching Excellence, 

Social Mobility and Student Choice” outlining planned changes to higher 

education. 

2. The changes outlined would amount to some of the biggest changes in 

decades to higher education. 

3. Amongst this, the government laid out a number of proposals. These included 

a. Creating a Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF) to monitor teaching at 

the University using measures such as the National Student Survey, 

graduate earnings and passing the QAA submission. 

b. Allowing tuition fees to be raised above £9,000 per year if universities 

were able to demonstrate good teaching according to TEF measures. 

c. Allowing government ministers to increase tuition fees without a vote in 

Parliament. 

d. Increasing the marketisation of higher education by making it easier for 

private providers to enter and exit to the system 

4. These measures come on top of a government that has announced the 

scrapping of maintenance grants for the poorest students, the cutting of the 

Disabled Students’ Allowance and increasing the burden on graduates by 

changing repayment terms. 

Purpose: 

If the motion is successful, what do you want to achieve? What’s your vision for the 

future? 

 

1. Properly funding higher education institutions drives quality not the raising of 

tuition fees and the marketisation of the sector 

2. Higher education should be funded through general taxation, not through the 

increased burden of debt on students. 

3. Students currently paying £9000 should be receiving good quality teaching 

already. 
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4. Teaching quality cannot be measured using graduate earnings as this would 

disproportionately affect the so-called “quality of teaching” in subjects that 

have a higher number of leavers going into the public and voluntary sectors. 

5. There is no evidence as to whether 'excellent teaching' can truly be reflected 

in numerical measurements such as the National Student Survey 

6. Linking quality of teaching with fees increases feeds into the narrative which 

sees students as consumers, not learners 

 

 

Action: 

How are we going to make your vision happen? 

 

1. Bristol SU to campaign using a wide range of tactics, including direct action 

e.g. demonstrations, against any measures that would see tuition fees increase 

above £9000. 

2. Bristol SU to lobby the University not to increase fees beyond £9000. 

3. Bristol SU to inform all students about the proposed changes and impact using 

all communication methods possible. 

4. Bristol SU to call on the University to denounce metrics such as graduate 

earnings as a measure of teaching excellence. 

5. Bristol SU to continue to lobby locally and nationally against cuts to 

maintenance grants, Disabled Students’ Allowance and changes to 

repayment terms on past loans. 

 

Proposed by: 

 

Your first and last name: Tom Phipps 

Your student number: Union Affairs Officer 

 

Seconder first and last name: Laura Ho 

Seconder student number: Postgraduate Education Officer 

 

 


