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Motion Name: Structure of the Teaching Year 

 

Background: 

The new structure of the academic year has positive features but significant drawbacks. 

Some of these drawbacks are inherent to the structure itself, and some relate to its 

implementation. As a student body we should lobby to keep the parts of the new structure 

which are helpful, but reform features that make it difficult. 

 

Purpose 

 There have been significant issues where coursework based assessment or other 

forms of assessment have not been properly rescheduled to fit with the new 

teaching year and with exams. 

 There have been some issues with students experiencing an overload of credit in 

one particular teaching block. 

 In many instances curricula have not been changed to fit with the new teaching year. 

 Many students feel that the first Teaching Block is too long. This longer period has 

caused problems around student finance, mental wellbeing, and general burnout. 

 This has also been unhelpful for PGRs who teach and university staff. 

 Most students feel that the first Teaching Block concludes too late in the calendar 

year. 

 Ensuring students can complete assessment on units taught in Teaching Block 1 at 

the end of Teaching Block 1 is a good principle and should be kept.  

 

Action: 

 UBU should lobby for:  

o Teaching Block 1 to conclude one week earlier, and thus to begin one week 

earlier. This may mean exploring new timings for summer activities such as 

graduation and resits. 

o Schools to map assessment deadlines in all academic years, and re-sequence 

the timing of all forms of assessment. Proposed changes should be drawn up 

and reviewed with the Staff-Student Committee. 

o Schools to ensure that credit load is properly balanced between Teaching 

Blocks 1 and 2. 

o ‘Enhancement weeks’, reading weeks, field trips, or other departures from 

the typical taught year to be timed for the middle of Teaching Block 1 where 

possible, in order to break up this lengthy period of teaching. 

o Where these measures are put in place, they should be properly planned 

and executed, rather than hastily added to ‘pad out’ the longer teaching 

block. 
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 Updates on progress from the relevant sabbatical(s) should be received at each 

meeting of Student Council. 

 

 Any new model or system proposed which involves significant changes to the timing 

of summer activities - or further changes to the teaching year - should be circulated 

to course representatives, presented at Student Council, and passed democratically 

as UBU policy before UBU officers assent to it. 

 

Proposed by: 

Marta Skrzypinska, SSL Faculty Senate Representative 

Tasmin Steer, MVS Faculty Senate Representative 

 Matthew Graham, Engineering Faculty Senate Representative 

Alex Bradbrook, Science Faculty Senate Representative 

Florence Hunter, Arts Faculty Senate Representative 

Tom Flynn, Vice-President Education 


