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Motion Name: Supporting Student Housing Cooperatives 
 

Background: 

1. Students have found it difficult and are finding it ever more difficult to find 

affordable accommodation in Bristol. 

2. Landlords and letting agencies consistently exploit and mistreat students (e.g. 

refusing to make necessary reparations to the property, exploitative and unfair 

contract deals, misinforming students about terms and conditions of contracts 

and lettings, not providing enough living space for new students, etc).  

3. There are also consistent complaints that the University of Bristol 

accommodation is expensive (in the list of UG accommodation, the cheapest 

single room accommodation is at £88 per week, shared room accommodation 

is £72 a week) and badly maintained (Source: 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/undergraduate/fees/). 
4. With increasing student numbers, the situation is only getting worse. This was 

epitomised with respect to university accommodation by the number of 

incoming students made to share single rooms on their arrival at university 

(http://epigram.org.uk/news/2014/09/freshers-accommodation-shared-

rooms). 

5. In Edinburgh, Birmingham, Sheffield, Aberdeen and many more cities around 

the UK, student housing co-ops have been setup with a lot of success – 

providing much more affordable housing than the private rental market and 

empowering and allowing students to run housing on their own democratic 

terms. 

6. In forming a cooperative, the members of that cooperative essential create 

their own landlord; the cooperative is a legally recognised entity which can 

purchase houses because it can rely on a rental income. But this “landlord” is 

made up of the collective of tenants and prospective tenants, who are all 

“members” of the cooperative. All members get a say on how much rent to 

charge, what to spend it on, purchasing housing stock, the behaviour they 

expect from each other, and so on. As such, the housing is run for the benefit 

of those who live there, and their wider community, rather than for profit. 

 

Purpose: 

1. To empower students to take control of their living spaces – accommodation 

run democratically for students by those same students. 

2. To encourage thereby the creation of more affordable, better quality student 

housing, with better tenants’ rights. 

3. To have a knock-on effect on other student housing in the city, by undermining 

the market in terms of cost, quality, and tenants’ rights. 
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Action: 

1. Support the set-up of student housing co-ops in Bristol. 

2. Allow student housing co-ops the use of Student Union space to hold money-

raising events for the student housing co-ops. 

3. Help student housing co-ops to gather donations and loan stock to fund their 

set-up (e.g. most obviously to fund a property purchase). 

 

Proposed by: 

 

Your first and last name: Francis Myerscough 

 

Seconder first and last name: Tyrone Falls 

 


