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Motion Name: Transport for Langford 
 

Background: 

The current situation, include any relevant information about the issue. 

 

1. Currently the University’s vet school campus at Langford is fairly inaccessible from 

Bristol, and vice versa for those living at or near to the campus, without owning a car. 

2. A free bus is provided to the first 3 years of the Veterinary undergraduate students 

on the basis that they are required to spend some time in Bristol and Langford however 

this is not available to other undergraduate students (e.g. vet nursing, animal 

behaviour and welfare) or postgraduate students 

3. There is a lack of spaces and the bus times fit to the timetable of the vet students 

which means that other students are unable to access the bus, they also run the risk 

of being stuck in Langford if there are no return spaces. 

3. This causes a large extra cost to students who need to visit Langford either through 

owning a car, paying others petrol costs or using the public transport (which is 

expensive, very limited and takes a extended amount of time and usually several 

changes) – often it is advised that students live nearer to Langford however this would 

definitely require owning a car, due to the lack of public transport mentioned. Living 

in Langford also increases the isolation that some students feel by being based away 

from main campus and makes other facilities or socialising more difficult – this would 

be especially difficult without a car. 

4. For students owning a car is very expensive – somewhere in the realm of £800-1000 

each year, not including the cost of buying a car or maintenance. This is something 

that students on the main campus do not have to consider as they do not require a 

car as a necessity to access their lectures and are provided with a free bus to and 

from Stoke Bishop.  

5. For those that do not own a car they risk not being able to reach Langford if the 

person they rely on is unable to drive them in, therefore they may miss lectures, 

practicals etc. 

 

Purpose: 

If the motion is successful, what do you want to achieve? What’s your vision for the 

future? 

1. Having a bus system (or making the existing bus more accessible to all) would also 

be highly beneficial to the environment as currently there is a large number of cars 

being driven to and from Langford every day, even with car sharing. 

2. What would seem fair would be to provide a free bus that is accessible for all 

students at Langford i.e. visits to and from every week day, at the beginning and end 
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of day (and possibly middle) rather than to suit the timetable of specific students and 

that there are enough buses provided to accommodate everyone – undergraduates 

and postgraduates. Again, this could be the existing bus but with more spaces 

available and at more suitable times. 

3. A bus service would help those who live near Langford access Bristol more easily 

(e.g. no concern about parking) for postgraduate courses and social events – it is 

often felt that Langford is not well integrated with the main campus. 

 

 

Action: 

How are we going to make your vision happen? 

1. For Bristol Student’s Union Student Living Officer to talk to appropriate University staff 

about either providing a bus service; extending the existing service to be accessible 

by more people or providing compensation to cover the extra costs faced by students 

needing to travel between Bristol and Langford 

2. If the bus system were to be trialled before being decided on long term it should be 

taken into consideration that it may take some time for the benefits to be appreciated 

as many are already relying on cars. 

 

 

Proposed by: 

 

Your first and last name: Sarah Hobbs 

 

Seconder first and last name: Megana Nedungadi  


