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Takeover 
Every Tuesday evening in the Balloon Bar is a chance for your group to host a spectacular night 

and be part of The Takeover. 

Access: All Balloon Bar events must be open and accessible for all, and people must be able to 

get involved at any point in the evening, so this isn’t an opportunity to book out the bar for a 

private social. Instead, think about how your group could benefit from a night of continuous non-

member attendance! 

How to make it work for you: The Takeover night is great for exposure – whether you’re 

looking for new members, to fundraise for charity or for your group, or to just let people see what 

your group is all about.  

The key to these events is to think about how to use this exposure;  

 Are you looking to recruit more members?  

 Would you like to promote an event your group has got coming up? 

 Is your group raising money for a charity? 

 Do you want to raise awareness of your group or an associated cause? 

 Would you like to collect thoughts and opinions of your fellow students? 

 Do you need to raise money for your group? 

 Or do you just want to have fun, and engage other students in your activity for the 

evening? 

 

Example Takeovers: Whatever your group, check out our list of example Group Takeover 

ideas. 

Launch Night: Putting out a new issue of your magazine? Starting a new project? Opening the 

sign-ups for the ski trip?  

Why not come down to the Balloon Bar, crack out a playlist, put some crisps in a bowl, and invite 

students to come and hear all about it? Give yourself a physical presence and capture the hype 

for anyone who wants to talk about your group and the projects you get up to. Print flyers, put 

together a PowerPoint presentation highlighting your best bits, and you’re away. 

 

Fundraising: Would your group like to do their bit for charity? Or could your group do with a bit of 

extra cash? 

Whether you’re associated with a particular cause or charity, or you’d like to raise money for RAG 

or yourselves, the Balloon Bar can host any number of fundraising activities.  

You could host live music, circus skills or dancing and take collection buckets.  

You could sell cakes, old textbooks, homemade badges or anything else you can turn your hand 

to making!  

Perhaps you could have members performing physical feats like an evening on an exercise bike, 

or relay star jumps for as long as people keep donating their coppers. 

 

Event promotion: Looking for supporters for your big match? Pantomime just round the corner? 

If you’re after an audience for your musical, talk or match that you’re organising – where better to 

look than the hub of student activity that is the Balloon Bar. Bring along your Mighty Maroon 
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banners or a selection of props, get kitted out in your costumes or lacrosse kit, and show the 

Balloon Bar why they all need to get down to your event and have a great time. 

 

Membership Drive: Looking for new members throughout the year? Want to introduce your group 

to the wider student population? 

Group Takeover is your opportunity to showcase your group to the world (the bar), and gain 

members. See if you can get the USP of your group down to one sentence that sums up exactly 

what you’re about - be prepared to talk about your group, and maybe have a laptop with you to 

sign up seriously keen beans. You could put on a demonstration, or get people out of their seats 

to get involved in your activity. You could print flyers and give out sweets, whatever you think will 

help you engage people! 

 

 

Logistics: Think about what you will need to make your night a success. 

 

Equipment: There is equipment available in the Balloon Bar, including a microphone and sound 

board (which you can plug phones/laptops into), projector and screen. Staff will be able to assist 

you in setting up, and for any other technical enquiries please contact joe.lewis@bristol.ac.uk. 

 

Room Layout: Think about how the room will best serve your purpose. You may want to clear 

away some tables and chairs to make room for a dance floor or extra space at the front of the 

room. 

 

Extras: Other things you might want to bring with you could include – laptop, playlists, 

presentations, pictures, food, flyers and posters for future events or projects, banners, sign-up 

sheets, committee t-shirts, kit, merchandise, games and prizes, buckets for fundraising. 

 

For more information and guidance around running a successful event and engaging students, 

please contact bristolsu-development@bristol.ac.uk. 
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