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Agenda 

 
 

 Thursday 18 August 2016 

09.00-09.50 Registration  

10.00 Welcome, opening remarks, and introduction to The Gathering 

Vonnie Sandlan, NUS Scotland President 

Dave Keenan, President of Stirling Students’ Union  

Linda Somerville, NUS Scotland Director  

10.30 Getting to know you: speed networking!  

Lots of delegates at The Gathering will be first time officers (and, possibly, staff 

members) in students’ associations – and even if you aren’t, you still might not know lots 

of people. And NUS Scotland is much more than just as office in Edinburgh, or students’ 

associations around the country – we’re a collective of hundreds of officers and staff 

members, and hundreds of thousands of students. This will be an opportunity – speed 

style – to meet lots of new people at the event, find out where they’re from and what 

they do, and share your ideas for the year ahead.   

11.00 Access break 

11.10 Showcase: Everything that’s great with our movement 

The last year has seen, and the next year will see, some really amazing work happening 

across the student movement – often, genuinely changing students’ lives for the better – 

but far too often it goes unheard of and, worse, uncelebrated. These showcase sessions 

will be an opportunity for NUS and students’ associations to showcase either something 

that’s happened in the last year, or is planned for the year ahead, that is new, exciting, 

and a great example of best practice. These will be short pitch sessions, with some time 

for Q & A. 

12.30 Plenary: Project 100 and the future for NUS  

In 2022, NUS will reach our centenary - a time for us to celebrate what we have 

achieved as a movement so far, as well as an exciting chance to reflect and refocus on 

what we want to achieve as a collective. That’s why, ahead of that milestone, NUS 

developing a six year strategy that will lead up to our centenary. In this plenary, Malia 

Bouattia, NUS President, and Simon Blake, NUS Chief Executive, will provide an update 

on that work, and allow you to find out more.  

13:00 Lunch 

13.45 Plenary: Support Us! Our chance to shake up the student support system 

RESULT! Following our Shaping Scotland’s Future campaign the Scottish Government has 

committed to a full review of student support. But the hard work has only just begun. We 

now need to work together hold the Government to its promise – in a year where 

Scotland’s future inside the EU is uncertain, that’s no small task. We will update you on 

the campaign so far and let you know how you can get your students involved in the 

campaign, starting with freshers’ week.  

14.30 Workshops: Getting the most out of your union  

For student officers, we’ll be running informal workshops to help support you in your 

role. Each of these workshops is skills-based, but also relates to an area of work that will 
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be prominent for the year ahead. You will be not just hearing from workshop presenters, 

but also allowing time for you to discuss your expectations and concerns with your fellow 

officers. 

 Student Officer stream 

Session 1:  

Improving your assertiveness 

Session 2: 

Getting the best out of your relationship 

with your institution 

Session 3:  

Campaigning, lobbying and negotiating 

Session 4:  

Liberation and your students 

Session 5: 

Democratic Governance Review 

Staff stream 

Development session (staff from both 

college and university sectors): 

 

An opportunity for you to discuss with 

colleagues any changes happening in your 

association, any challenges going forward, 

and suggest ways in which NUS Scotland 

might be able to support you and other SA 

staff in your roles. 

15.30 Access break  

15.45 Student Officer stream 

(Previous workshops repeated) 

Session 1:  

Improving your assertiveness 

Session 2: 

Getting the best out of your relationship 

with your institution 

Session 3:  

Campaigning, lobbying and negotiating 

Session 4:  

Liberation and your students 

Staff stream 

Session 1 – staff from college 

associations: 

A session on the importance and 

practicalities of creating a strategic plan, 

and how NUS Scotland can help. 

 

Session 2 – staff from university 

associations: 

A session on the Teaching Excellence 

Framework, its implications for the sector, 

and NUS’s response. 

16:45 Plenary: Campaigning during a minority administration  

After a Parliament of the governing party being in a majority, the next Scottish 

Parliament will see the return of minority government in Scotland. Kevin Pringle, Partner 

at Charlotte Street Partners and former SNP Director of Communications, will talk about 

what that means for the day to day realities of governing the country, working with 

Parliament, and – most importantly for us – campaigning for the change we want to see. 

17:30 Closing remarks, but not as you know them…  

Normally events close with you hearing from us, but this time we want to hear from you! 

We’ll hear from some officers what they’ve learned from The Gathering, and what they’re 

looking forward to working on together over the course of the year. 

18.00 Close of the day 

19:30 Dinner and evening entertainment  

University of Stirling Students’ Union   

 


