
 

NaSFA Election Protocol 
 

1. Nominations 
a. Nomination papers must be available as soon as nominations open 
b. The nomination period shall be at least 3 days 
c. The Returning Officer or their deputy will then check and compile nominations at 

the close of nominations 
d. Valid nominations for each position must contain the signatures of at least two 

individuals who are members of student fundraising groups who are members of 
NaSFA 

e. The Returning Officer shall publish all valid nominations before 11am on the day 
of the NaSFA AGM 
 

2. Debates and Hustings 
a. All candidates will have the opportunity to give a speech during the AGM before 

the election 
b. Any individual standing in more than one of the elections will have only one 

opportunity to make a speech. 
c. The amount of time available for speeches will be decided by the Returning Officer 

in light of the time available for the AGM and the number of candidates 
d. Any questions asked of candidates during the AGM must be asked to all 

candidates, and all candidates given the opportunity to respond 
 

3. Campaigning 
a. The campaigning period shall last from the opening of Nominations until the ballots 

are cast in the NaSFA AGM 
b. Campaigning shall be permitted on social media and in person 
c. Candidates may not spend any money on their election campaign 
d. The Returning Officer may take action to disqualify a candidate if they are found 

to have spent money on their election campaign 
 

4. Conduct 
a. Negative campaigning, defined as personal attacks against candidates, is 

prohibited. 
b. Candidates shall be held fully responsible for the actions of their representatives 
c. Complaints regarding candidates' conduct must be submitted to the Returning 

Officer or their deputy no later than the close of polling 
d. The Returning Officer shall have the power to investigate breaches of election 

regulations 
e. The Returning Officer shall have the power to impose any sanction they believe to 

be reasonable, up to and including the permanent withdrawal of a candidate 
 
 
 

5. Polling 
a. The Returning Officer shall be responsible for ensuring that non-Members cannot 

vote, and that those eligible to vote only vote once 
b. The Returning Officer shall be responsible for ensuring votes are cast in line with 

the constitution’s rules on voting 
 



 

6. Counting 
a. The timing of the count shall be decided by the Returning Officer prior to the start 

of polling 
b. Results shall be announced within 24 hours of the close of voting 
c. The Returning Officer shall announce and certify the results 

 
7. By-elections 

a. By-elections shall be held in the following circumstances: 
b. When re-open nominations is elected for a position 
c. When a member of the Executive Committee resigns, steps down or triggers a by-

election by remaining inactive for 3 months 
d. The Returning Officer shall be responsible for organising by-elections in 

accordance with the election regulations outlined in the Articles and Bye-Laws 
e. The Returning Officer shall organise by-elections promptly, whilst ensuring the 

largest possible number of Members can vote 
 


