
Reducing the number of errors in examination papers 
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To be reviewed: Second Assembly of 2017-2018 

Assembly Notes: 
1. The Union passed a policy in January 2014 regarding errors in examination 
papers. 
2. Whilst errors have improved in some areas, there are a few departments which 
have gotten worse.  Error in examinations is an ongoing issue that must be 
addressed. 
3. The number of errors as reported to the University Education Committee during 
the 2015 exam period was as follows: 

Department 
Number of papers with 

errors 
Number of errors 

Biology 1 1 

Business School 2 2 

Engineering 4 2 

Earth Sciences 2 2 

History 1 1 

Law 2 2 

Mathematics 22 11 

Medicine 1 1 

Music 1 1 

Physics 2 3 

Theology 2 1 

  

3. That examination papers are set and submitted to Student Registry by the 
end of February 

Assembly Believes: 

1.    That more needs to be done to ensure departments root out errors in 
examinations and find the points in the system at which errors occur. The high 
prevalence in certain departments suggests that the problem maybe systemic. 
2.    That it is absolutely unacceptable for examination papers to contain errors in a 
University that aspires to excellence in education. 
3.   That the high prevalence of errors in some departments reflects poorly on the 
University as a whole. 
4.   That errors cause confusion, anxiety and stress in examinations for students, 
leading them to waste valuable time. 
5.   That the University needs to make more of an effort to assure its students that 
examinations are robust and fair. 
6.   That students need to take action to pressure departments into cutting out errors, 



and collectively make clear that the student body finds it unacceptable to have errors 
in examinations. 

Assembly Resolves: 
1. For the Academic Affairs Officer to raise the issue of exam errors in any University 
committees where relevant. 
2. For the Academic Affairs Officer to submit an update to Assembly when figures 
regarding exam error are released on a yearly basis. 

 


