
   
 

Paper 1: Senate 4 Minutes 
Approved 

 
Meeting attended by: a full list of attendees is available from frances.muscatelli@manchester.ac.uk 

Apologies: Naa Acquah, Jess Lishak, Ros Wolfe, Natasha Motsi, Mushfique Pavel 

Date: Thursday 14th April 

Time: 18:30 – 20:45 

Secretary: Frances Muscatelli (FM) 

Agenda Topic #1: Welcome, Quorum and Apologies 

 
Senate Chair Rob Gilbert (RG) opens the meeting by welcoming Senate and audience members. The 
meeting is declared quorate and begins. RG invites Senate members to start with an ice breaker.  
 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #2: Explanation of Process 

 
RG uses a PowerPoint to give an overview of the meeting. This covers the agenda, rules relating to 
debate, and the use of hand signals. 
 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #3: Approval of Previous Senate Minutes 

 
RG presents the minutes from the previous Senate meeting and these are approved unanimously. 

Action Items: FM to upload approved minutes to Students’ Union website.  

Agenda Topic #6: Steering Report 

 
Steering Committee member Izzy Gurbuz presents the Steering Report, which summarises the main 
decisions made in the meetings leading up to the meeting. Senate member Joseph Clough (JC) rejects 
the Committee’s decision to prevent the following policies from being discussed: 
 

1. Have a flashing neon sign saying "Tory's not welcome" on the Students Union Entrance.  
2. SU Exec Officers to be unpaid from 2017. (After 2017 - 2018 officers elected.) 
3. Students Union to erect sign with text "Torys not welcome here" 

 
These challenges are put to a vote. Senate votes to reject JC’s challenges and the report is accepted. 
 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #7: Constitutional Proposals 

 

Hulme Hall Senior Student Edmund Ireland (EI) presents their constitutional proposal: 

 Each person should only be permitted one proposal on the senate discussion agenda at any one 

time.  

There is some debate, with Campaigns Officer Hannah McCarthy suggesting this would restrict 



   
 

discussion and democracy, and prevent students from being able to react to things going on in the 

world.  

Senate votes to reject this idea with 13 votes For, 13 Against and 4 choosing to Abstain. 

Steering Committee member Sophie Broke then presents their constitutional proposal: 

 A student must have five co-signatories to submit a policy proposal for consideration at Senate.  

There is some concern that this idea wouldn’t actually limit joke proposals as finding five students to be 

co-signatories wouldn’t be difficult.  

Senate votes and the idea is rejected with 28 votes For, 19 votes Against and 5 choosing to Abstain. 

Action Items: None 

Agenda Topic #8: Policy Proposals 

 

RG reminds the room of the rules of debate and policy discussion begins. 

1. This Union Should Oppose The University's Plans To Cuts Bursaries  
 

Policy proposer Hannah McCarthy reads out the policy. Nobody wishes to debate this item so Senate 
moves to a vote. The policy passes with 48 votes For, 2 Against and 1 Abstain. 
 
 

2. To set up a Faith Committee in the Students Union decision-making body, Senate. To work  
with the faith societies to investigate the appropriate ways in which faith students can be 
represented.  
 

Community Officer elect Saffa Mir (SM) presents her idea. Edmund Ireland wants more information on 

how these students will be selected, and what steps will be taken to ensure the Faith Committee won’t 

be dominated by major religions. As some elements of the policy are fairly vague, a procedural motion 

is made to send the policy away to be worked on with the help of the Diversity and Liberation 

Committee. 

Senate votes to accept the procedural motion. 

 

3. The Students’ Union should campaign for students to vote in the EU referendum 

Activities and Development Officer Joel Smith presents his policy, stating that he hopes to engage as 

many students as possible in such an important debate. 

One amendment has been submitted by Joseph Clough:  

Facilitate debate, but take a "remain" stance on balance.  

This amendment is debated, and there is some concern that taking a stance on the European 

Referendum may limit student participation. Senate votes to reject the amendment with 13 votes For, 34 

Against and 4 Abstains.  



   
 

 

Senate votes on the policy proposal and it passes – 45 votes For, 5 Against and 1 Abstain. 

4. This Union Opposes The University's Plans To Cut Jobs and Hours At UMC  

 

Hannah McCarthy presents her second policy, highlighting the well-attended rally she has just 

organised. She explains that the University does not need to make these cuts as they have a significant 

surplus. There are no debate points so Senate moves to a vote and the policy passes: 50 votes For, 2 

Against and 1 Abstain. 

 

5. The Students’ Union should lobby the University to include Individual Electoral Registration 

(IER) in the University registration process so that everyone automatically gets a vote  

Joel Smith presents his second policy. There are some clarifications around students needing to be 

able to vote at multiple addresses. Joel explains that there would be an opt-in button at the point of 

registration or the option to register multiple addresses. 

There are no debate points so Senate votes. The policy passes with 46 votes For, 1 vote Against and 5 

Abstains. 

 

6. This Union supports a full time NUS Trans Officer and an autonomous Trans campaign. 

LGBTQ Officer Liss Anckorn reads out their motion, arguing for the need for increased representation 

for Trans students in the National Union of Students. There are no debate points so Senate votes. The 

policy passes with 41 votes For, 5 Against and 7 Abstain. 

 

7. For the The Manchester University Students Union to declare itself a TTIP-free-zone. 

Student Laura Baika presents their idea, explaining that this is part of a wider anti-TTIP campaign. 

There are no debate points so Senate vote. The policy passes with 37 votes For, 3 votes Against and 

13 Abstains.   

 

8. ‘Inclusion officer’ should be a mandatory position on all student society committees.  

 

Diversity Officer Natasha Brooks introduces her idea which aims to increase participation from liberation 

groups in student societies and committees.  

There have been three amendments submitted to this proposal. The first (by Joel Smith) changes the 

title and makes some edits to the policy:  ‘Welcome Officer’ should be a mandatory position on all 

student society committees. 

There is some debate around the practicalities of the idea, and concern raised about societies being 

disbanded if they have no liberation participation. The amendment is voted on and is rejected with 19 



   
 

votes For, 20 Against and 6 Abstains. 

The second amendment is withdrawn. 

The third amendment is introduced by Duncan Wenham, which is to ‘Remove ‘Mandatory’ from the 

policy. Natasha Brooks responds that the point of the policy is to show that inclusion isn’t optional.  

 

Senate votes and the amendment falls with 18 votes For, 24 Against and 3 Abstains. 

Senate moves back to discussing the original policy. Disabled Students’ Officer Nayab Begum explains 

that as a disabled student she has found some societies are unsupportive. She believes the idea will 

maintain participation from students from liberation groups. 

Senate votes and the idea passes with 31 votes For, 12 Against and 2 Abstains. 

 

9. The Students' Union should run a "Free Shop" for new and international students at the start of 

the academic year  

Joel Smith introduces his third policy. There are some clarifications regarding storage but there are no 

debate points so Senate moves to a vote. The idea passes with 44 votes For, 0 votes Against and 2 

Abstains. 

 

10. Ban David Cameron from the Students' Union building  

The student who proposed this idea is not in the room so Community Officer Joseph Clough presents 

the idea.  

Faculty Officer Fred Craig raises a procedural motion to move straight to voting on the policy, explaining 

to Senate that ‘the policy has been submitted as a joke’. The procedural motion is accepted and after a 

revote the policy is rejected: 3 votes For, 38 votes Against and 4 Abstain. 

 

11. Fuse TV should have a dedicated space in the revamped Students Union 

Polly Bartlett (Head of Fuse TV) raises a procedural motion to extend Senate by 10 minutes in order to 

discuss her policy. This passes and she introduces the idea. 

Senate votes and the idea passes with 42 votes For, 0 votes Against and 4 Abstains. 

 

The meeting ends at 20:45. 

Action Items: FM to update policies and Bye Laws.  

Next meeting: Next academic year. 

 

 


