
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Senate Minutes - Approved 

 

Meeting attended by: a full list of attendees is available from frances.muscatelli@manchester.ac.uk  
Apologies: Aimee Li, Dorian Gordon 

Date: Thursday 18
th

 February 
Time: 18:07 – 20:22  
Secretary: Frances Muscatelli (FM)  
Agenda Topic #1: Welcome, Quorum and Apologies 

 
Senate Chair Rob Gilbert (RG) opens the meeting by welcoming Senate and audience members. The 

meeting is declared quorate and begins at 18:07. Aimee Li and Dorian Gordon have sent apologies. 

 
RG invites Senate members to start with an ice breaker.  
Action Items: None  
Agenda Topic #2: Explanation of Process 

 
RG uses a PowerPoint to give an overview of the meeting. This covers the agenda, rules relating 
to debate, the use of hand signals and a guide to elections taking place at this meeting. 

 
Action Items: None  
Agenda Topic #3: Approval of Previous Senate Minutes 

 
RG presents the minutes from the previous Senate meeting and these are approved unanimously. 
 
 
Action Items: FM to upload approved minutes to Students’ Union website.  
Agenda Topic #4: Part-time Rep Election 

 
Luke Neal (LN) is elected as Part-time Student Rep with 87% of the vote. Luke is given a vote clicker 
and takes a voting seat. 
 
Action Items: FM to include LN in future Senate correspondence. 
 
Agenda Topic #5: State of the Union Address/ Paper on the Buildings Trust 
 
 
General Secretary Naa Acquah (NA) presents on the State of the Union. She explains that society 
membership has hit 31,000 from 12,500 individual students. This is 30% more than the Students’ Union 
aimed for. Building works on the roof will begin in March and the main building works begin in November.  
The Union’s financial position is strong, income from Venues has stabilised and the Union is working 
with the University to renegotiate the bloc grant. 
 
NA presents the Paper on the Buildings Trust (p8. of agenda). She explains the Trust began in the 1950s 

when the old Students’ Union was developed. The buildings trust has outlived its useful life and needs to be 

wound up as soon as is practicably possible. Senate needs to appoint a number of trustees from the Union 

and University. These are Martin Conway and Paul Redmond (from the University) and Ben Ward 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

and Rebecca Eley (from the Students’ Union). Senate votes 94.34% in favour and approves the Paper. 
 

Action Items: FM to inform relevant Union staff. 
 

Agenda Topic #6: Steering Report 
 

 

Steering Committee member Begum Yilmaz (BY) presents the Steering Report, which summarises the 
main decisions made in the meetings leading up to the meeting. To ensure disruption is limited, there is 
now a warning card system in place. Voting will now be recorded but will not include Activities 
Committee or students from the Random Panel. The order of the policy proposals was determined by 
looking at the date that proposals were submitted and the number of students that will be impacted if the 
proposal were to pass.  
Action Items: None 
 

Agenda Topic #7: Constitutional Proposals 
 
 
 

Faculty Officer Fred Craig (FC) presents their constitutional proposal: 
 

 Recording representative’s votes in Senate and making them available to Students
 

FC explains that students should be able to find out how their representatives are voting on issues 

that matter to them. As voting is done with clickers, students can no longer attend a Senate meeting to 

see how Officers vote. This proposal would mean that students would be able to access voting 

records for elected representatives. 
 

Senate votes and the proposal passes. (52 For, 2 Against, 3 Abstain). 
 

Action Items: FM to update Senate Bye Law 
 

Agenda Topic #8: Policy Proposals 
 

Two policies will not be discussed this evening: ‘These are The SU should sell the morning star’ and 

‘This Union should stop selling beef.’ RG reminds the room of the rules of debate and policy 

discussion begins. 
 

1. The SU decisions on external speakers should be more accountable and democratic. The right 

to free speech should be taken seriously when it comes to events intended to provide spaces for 

intellectual debate. 
 

The proposer Leonardo Carella presents, explaining that students and the Students’ Union (SU) have 
disagreed with what the safe space means when it comes to bringing visiting speakers to the SU. 
This policy aims to improve the transparency of the Safe Space policy, and to improve the negotiation 
process. It includes changes to the wording but not the meaning of the policy. 

 

There are multiple amendments to the proposal which can be seen in full detail in the agenda 
published on the Students’ Union website. Amendment 1 fails and amendments 2,3,4,5 and 6 pass. 
The policy is then voted on as a whole and passes (48 For, 3 Against, 3 Abstain). 
 

2. This Union opposes the Green Paper  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposer, Education Officer Michael Spence (MS) presents his policy which would mean that the  
Students’ Union would formally oppose the Higher Education Green Paper. He argues that the Green  
Paper is problematic for a number of reasons, including that it seeks to link quality of teaching to 

retention and graduate earnings, and that it paves the way for wealthy university’s to be able to 

charge more. It also exempts Universities from Freedom of Information requests which makes them 

less transparent and more difficult to challenge. 
 

There are no clarifications or debate points against so the room moves to a vote. The policy passes (53 

for, 1 Against, 1 Abstain). 
 
 
 

3. The Students Union should campaign for selective licensing 
 

Community Officer Harriet Pugh (HP) presents her idea which would mandate the Students’ Union to 

support a campaign for Selective Licensing. HP argues that the policy aims to combat the significant 

lack of legislation that protects tenants in the private sector. Things like bad landlords and illegal 

evictions are adding to the growing number of homeless youth in Manchester. In a Selective Licensing 

model, every landlord within a specific area would have to have a licence with terms and conditions, and 

if they didn’t meet those terms and conditions they could have their licence removed be prosecuted. 

Landlords would pay a fee for a license and this money would go towards regulating the sector and 

improving private housing conditions. 
 

There are no clarifications or debate points against. Senate moves to a vote and the policy passes 

(52 For, 1 Against, 2 Abstain). 
 
 
 

4. The union should put pressure on the university to release itself from its contract with 

Circuit Laundry and find a new provider. 
 

 

RA Chair Sophie Graci presents her policy, illustrating the need for the University to find a new laundry 

machines provider by explaining about the sheer number of students who are regularly affected by 

faulty systems and high prices. 
 

There are no clarifications or debate points so Senate moves to a vote and the policy passes (53 For, 

0 Against, 2 Abstain) 
 

5. The students union should oppose and campaign against the cuts the current government 

is making to services for women and girls. 
 

 

Women Students’ Officer Muneera Lula (ML) explains that this motion has come from the Women’s  
Committee as a whole. She explains that the government cuts are hitting women much harder, with Rape 

Crisis Centres shutting and struggling for money. This policy would show that the Students’ Union as a 

body is standing up against these cuts. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

There are no clarifications or debate points, so Senate votes and the policy passes (51 for, 3 Against, 

1 Abstain). 
 

6. Should there be Amazon Lockers in the Students' Union building? 
 

General Secretary Naa Acquah (NA) presents this idea, explaining that Amazon have approached the  
Students’ Union and asked to put lockers in the foyer. She explains that a huge number of students use  
Amazon and having lockers in the Union may draw new students in. She also explains that 

Amazon would pay around £1000 per month for this service. 
 

There are a number of clarifications asked, including how much the income in total the lockers would 

bring, where they would be located and whether the Students’ Union would lobby Amazon to pay tax. 

NA explains that the total income would be around £12,000 per year, that there would be around 9 

lockers placed in the foyer. 
 

Campaigns Officer Hannah McCarthy (HM) speaks against the motion, arguing that ‘it’s a matter of 

principle and not money’, particularly as Amazon has such a poor record on worker’s rights. NA agrees 

that Amazon is problematic and should pay taxes but suggests that students are using the company 

regardless. There is ten minutes of debate and Senate moves to voting. The policy passes (31 For, 15 

Against, 10 Abstain). *After Senate, Steering Committee verifies the votes and it is discovered 

that the votes were counted incorrectly. They decide the policy should remain classed as 

‘submitted’ and will be resubmitted for discussion at a future meeting* 
 

7. The Students’ Union should use a system of “Participatory Budgeting” to allocate 

activities funding 
 

Activities and Development Officer Joel Smith (JS) presents this idea which has the support of the 

elected Activities Committee. He explains how society budgeting currently operates. In this new model, 

everyone who asks for money would come to a meeting and everyone there would discuss and decide 

how the money is spent. JS explains they want to do a hybrid model based on what Liverpool 

Students’  
Union do, with half on full funding and half on a partial funding. Some day to day funds for flyers 

etc. would be removed from the process. 
 

 

Faculty Officer Ally Routledge (AR) asks whether any societies would be exempt from the funding model. 

JS explains that it would apply to all societies. 
 

JS explains an argument against the idea is that Participatory Budgeting overlooks ‘boring’ things, that 

student groups may ignore. Some societies that need one piece of kit may be not received funding. 
 

FC asks for a clarification: Will this affect how campaigns are funded? 
 

JS explains campaigns funding will still operate in the same way. 
 

Senate moves to a vote and the policy passes. (40 For, 2 Against, 13 Abstain) 
 
 
 



8. Students should have access to the first lecture’s Power Point Slides from previous year(s) 

of their elective modules. Course Guides should also be more in depth and available to these  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

students so that they can better judge course content. 
 

AR speaks in favour of this motion, suggesting that students can be misled by ‘catchy titles’. A panel 

member asks whether this would apply to Postgraduates. AR explains that it should. 
 

Senate votes and the policy passes. (52 For, 1 Against, 1 Abstain) 
 
 
 

9. The Students' Union should actively support the Rhodes Must Fall campaign at Oriel 

college Oxford. 
 

 

NA presents this motion, explaining that the person who submitted it cannot attend the meeting. She 

explains the history of the Rhodes Must Fall Campaign, and the goals which are to remove statues and 

monuments dedicated to Cecil Rhodes and to work to decolonise curriculums and the education 

system, improve the BME attainment gap and reduce racism against persons of colour. 
 

There is some debate, with one audience member asserting that the BME attainment gap and 

the Rhodes Must Fall Campaign is based on flawed research. 

 

BME Officer Deej Johnson (DJ) makes a speech in favour of the proposal, arguing that the policy 

represents the ‘fight for decolonisation of education and the creation of a safe space for BME 

students’. There is a round of applause. 
 

Senate moves to a vote, and the proposal passes. (For 50, Against 3, Abstain 1). 
 

 

10. Block Donald J Trump from UMSU Building entry 
 

Community Officer Joseph Clough (JC) presents their proposal which seeks to block Donald Trump 

from the Students’ Union building. JC explains that Donald Trump’s ‘views are so islamophobic, racist 

and sexist that we should not allow him into this building… half a million people have signed a petition 

banning him, and I believe we should take the lead on this and vote against him coming here’. 
 

An audience member speaks against the motion, suggesting Donald Trump doesn’t prove a 

physical threat to Muslims, BME students or women. 
 

There is some debate and Senate votes. The policy fails to pass. (For 27, Against 19, Abstain 10) 
 

Action Items: FM to update policies and Bye Laws. FM to resubmit policy for discussion at 
next Senate. 
 

Agenda Topic #9: Policy Proposals – a breakdown of results for each vote is available on the  
Students’ Union website 
 
 
 

Action Items: FM to update policy section of the Students’ Union website. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next meeting: April 14
th

 2016, 18:00. 


