
Location
 □ Is the property in an area convenient for your 
studies and social life?
 □ Does it have public transport and local 
amenities nearby?
 □ Would you feel safe walking in the area in the 
evening?

External features
 □ Does the exterior of the property appear well 
maintained? Look for broken guttering, roof 
damage, cracked windows panes and solid 
front and back doors 
 □ Are all boundary walls in good condition?
 □ Are there enough bins for the property, 
including recycling? 
 □ Is the garden well maintained and clear of 
any rubbish?
 □ Who is responsible for maintenance of the 
garden?

Internal features
 □ Is there enough communal living space? 
 □ Are the bedrooms big enough for you all?
 □ Does the interior of the property appear well 
maintained? 
 □ Are there signs of damp or mould?
 □ Are there enough facilities for the number of 
tenants? 
 □ Is there sufficient heating throughout the 
property? 

Safety features
 □ Does the landlord have a current gas safety 
certificate that has been provided by a Safe 
Gas registered engineer within the past 12 
months? 
 □ Does the property have working smoke 
alarms? 
 □ Are plug sockets free from cracks and other 
damage? 
 □ Are there enough plug sockets in each room 
in the property? 

Security features
 □ Are all windows lockable? 
 □ Are there suitably strong locks on front and 
back doors? 

Your landlord
 □ Is the letting agency a member of a redress 
scheme?
 □ Do you have the landlord’s full contact name 
and address?
 □ Have you seen a copy of the HMO license (if 
property is for five people or more)?
 □ Have you seen at least three other properties 
with other landlords and compared rent 
levels? 
 □ Has the landlord provided details of which 
deposit scheme they will use to protect your 
money? 
 
 

Contract
 □ Have you taken the contract to the 
Accommodation Office for checking? We 
strongly recommend you do.
 □ Are you clear on the dates of the contract? 
 □ Do you know how much the monthly rent is?
 □ Do you need a UK based guarantor?
 □ What bills do you need to pay in addition to 
the rent?
 □ Have you got all plans for refurbishments 
confirmed in writing?
 □ Ask about who is responsible for additional 
shared item costs i.e. locks on bedroom door, 
extra appliances.

Questions for the current tenants
 □ Are they happy with the state of the 
property? 
 □ Do they consider the landlord to be 
professional and get repairs done quickly?
 □ Does the heating work sufficiently? 
 □ Is there a working burglar alarm, and is it 
easy to use? 
 □ Do they like living in the property?
 □ Why are they leaving? 

Housing checklist

Your safety 
who's responsible?
In association with Avon Fire and Rescue

Landlords are responsible for:

• Any furniture they provide - upholstered 
furniture should be fire resistant

• Electrical wiring 
• Any electrical appliances they provide
• The gas supply 
• Any gas appliances they provide - 

they have a legal duty to have these 
checked each year by a gas safe 
engineer

You're responsible for:

• Checking the fire and smoke alarms 
work after you move in. If an alarm stops 
working, check if it needs new batteries 
or contact the landlord to arrange a 
replacement alarm. 
 
You should allow your landlord access to 
your home to fit or repair smoke alarms.

For more helpful advice check out 
bristolsu.org.uk/dontrentyet
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