
POL-2016-17-004               Proposed: Meg Robinson        Seconded: Luara Locateli 

 

Passed: October 2016 

Expiry Date: October 2019 

  

STUDENT ONLINE REPUTATION 
 

 Union Notes 

1. That every year a number of students are disciplined by the University for Information they have 

posted online, which the University deems to have brought the University in to disrepute, or that 

has been a breach of the code of standards their course requires. 

2. That this results in sanctions against those students that could otherwise have been avoided if 

they had been aware that what they post about their personal opinions/beliefs or actions on 

social media can have a detrimental effect on their continuation on a course. 

3. That employers have been known to check online social media profiles before hiring and during 

the course of an individual’s employment.1 

4. That the Students’ Union recently held a “It’s Your Reputation ON the LINE” campaign which was 

well received by students and staff and saw a high level of engagement.2 
 

Union Believes 

1. That students may be largely unaware of the effect their online activity may have on their 

education or future employment. 

2. That the Students’ Union is perfectly placed to educate students on the potential outcomes of 

certain online behaviours and to direct them to places where they can find out how to secure 

their online profiles. 

3. That the University’s own policy related to social media can be improved to provide greater 

support to students prior to inappropriate activity taking place. 

4. That the introduction of the “right to be forgotten” concept provides an opportunity for 

individuals to improve their digital footprint and remove content relating to a specific action 

performed in the past. 
 

Union Resolves 

1. To work with the Students’ Union Advice Service to monitor the number of cases related to online 

behaviour. 

2. To request from the University information on the number of students disciplined or withdrawn 

from their courses due to online behaviour each year. 

3. To build upon the recent “It’s Your Reputation ON the LINE” campaign. 

4. To lobby the University to improve the content of the Social Media Policy and ensure that all 

students are given a copy of it. 

5. To monitor concepts such as “right to be forgotten” with the aim of establishing how such 

concepts can be used in the best interests of our members.To lobby the university to adopt this 

policy and to not allow any of the mentioned activities to take place on University premises.  

                                                           
1http://www.careerbuilder.co.uk/share/aboutus/pressreleasesdetail.aspx?sd=4%2F28%2F2016&id=pr945&ed=12%
2F31%2F2016 
2 http://www.leedsbeckettsu.co.uk/reponline 

  


