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AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR STUDENTS 
 

 Union Notes 

1.  Student Council approved a motion entitled “Affordable Housing” at their meeting on 3rd 
May 2016 that has since been found to contain a number of erroneous statements (see 
appendix attached), which this motion aims to rectify. 

2.  According to research from NUS, the weekly cost of a room in halls of residence has doubled 
in the past 10 years.  NUS “Pound in your Pocket” research found that 58% of students 
regularly felt stressed about not having enough money to cover rent and maintenance 
costs.1 

3.  The current Unipol/NUS Accommodation Costs Survey reports that, as with any market, 
student consumers are likely to exert demand for a diverse range of accommodation 
products, with some students only being able to afford basic standard rooms, whereas 
others will seek out added extras such as social programmes, additional facilities and 
different styles of accommodation.2   

4.  The Unipol/NUS Accommodation Costs Survey argues that institutions should ensure that 
25% of all rents charged should fall within the bottom quartile of their rent structure.3   

5.  Leeds Beckett University’s current lowest accommodation option is £90 per week and the 
highest option is £175 per week.  Therefore the bottom quartile is any rent charged 
between £90 and £111.25 per week.  For Leeds Beckett students the cheapest options are: 
a. Royal Park Road at £90 per week 
b. Sugarwell Court at £101 per week 
c. Kirkstall Brewery at £105 per week 
d. Woodhouse Flats at £108 per week 
e. Carlton Hill at £110 per week4 

6.  The cheapest option, Royal Park Road has just been released by Leeds Beckett University as 
an accommodation option for 2017-18 and has been taken up by Leeds University because 
it fits within their Affordable Housing Policy.  With Royal Park Road no longer being available 
to Leeds Beckett Students for 2017-18, the cheapest rent will be Sugarwell Court from £106 
per week. 

7.  The University have an ambition to ensure that students live no more than 10-minute walk 
from their places of study. 
a. Sugarwell Court is at least 30 minutes away from both City Campus and Headingley 

Campus. 
b. Kirkstall Brewery is at least 30 minutes away from Headingley Campus. 

                                                           
1 http://www.nus.org.uk/PageFiles/12238/PIYP_Summary_Report.pdf 
2 http://www.nus.org.uk/Global/Campaigns/Accommodation%20Costs%20Survey%20V6%20WEB.pdf 
3 http://www.nus.org.uk/Global/Campaigns/Accommodation%20Costs%20Survey%20V6%20WEB.pdf 
4 http://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/accommodation/your-contract/rent-prices/ 

  



c. Marsden House and Leeds Student Village is a 20-minute walk away from City Campus. 
d. Mill Street is a 26-minute walk away from City Campus. 

 

Union Believes 

1.  Student accommodation at Leeds Beckett University is expensive and the Students’ Union 
should do all that it can to ensure that the University provides affordable housing for 
students. 

2.  The previous ‘Affordable Housing’ motion is unworkable and should be superseded by this 
motion. 

 
Union Resolves 

1.  To replace the previous ‘Affordable Housing’ motion with this one. 
2.  To lobby the University to consult with the Students’ Union on rent levels for all halls of residence 

from now on. 
3.  To lobby the University to implement an Affordable Housing Policy. 
4.  To actively campaign and support all other campaigns which are fighting for cheaper rents. 


