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#EducatorsNotInformants – SUPPORTING STUDENTS WHO TEACH IN OPPOSITION TO PREVENT 

  

 Union Notes 

1. That the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 (the 2015 Act) includes a duty on specified 

institutions, including Leeds Beckett University, to “have due regard to the need to prevent 

people from being drawn into terrorism” in exercising their functions” (the Prevent Duty), putting 

the previously voluntary Prevent strategy onto a statutory footing.   

2. That the Prevent strategy is based on the theory that non-violent extremism draws people into 

terrorism (sometimes referred to as the conveyor belt theory of radicalisation).   

3. That Leeds Beckett SU rejects the conveyor belt theory of radicalisation. 

4. That the University and College Union, of which many of our PGR students are members, state 

that the guidance is “vague” and “inconsistent”.  

5. That staff at the university at which a student was interrogated in line with Prevent for reading a 

book about Counter Terrorism stated that the duty was “very broad” and difficult to follow 

responsibly.  

6. That Post-Graduate Research (PGR) students who also teach, though not bound by the duty as 

students, are bound by the Duty in that they are legally expected to comply with the Prevent Duty 

guidance and are expected to report those students that they believe are at risk of 

“radicalisation”.   

7. That University and College Union policy is that the Prevent Duty “seriously threatens academic 

freedom and freedom of speech”, will force its members to “spy on our learners … is 

discriminatory towards Muslims, and legitimises Islamophobia and xenophobia.”   

8. That Leeds Beckett Students’ Union has policy already to oppose the Prevent strategy as currently 

implemented on the basis of its detrimental impact on the welfare and educational experience of 

our students.  

Union Believes 

1. That lawful free speech and academic freedom are of fundamental importance to the education 

of students at Leeds Beckett University, and that PGR students who teach want to encourage this 

academic freedom. 

2. That healthy relationships between teachers and students are vital in the educational experience 

of students, as well as the experience of the staff that teach them. 

3. That it is important that healthy debate is encouraged within the university environment. 

4. That although Leeds Beckett University states they are taking a “light touch” approach to 

implementing Prevent, the Prevent Duty just by existing has already impeded on students’ 

freedom of speech, with students having already expressed fear of speaking their mind for fear of 

being labelled an “extremist” or being spied on. 

  



5. That the Prevent Guidance is inconsistent with the right to freedom of expression under Article 

10 of the European Convention on Human Rights.  

6. That the nature of fundamental British values is a legitimate and important topic for academic 

scrutiny and debate, and that teachers and lecturers should be encouraging this debate. 

7. That PGR students who teach fall under, as students, Leeds Beckett SU’s opposition to Prevent, 

but are legally bound by the duty, and this conflict must be considered in any and all campaigns 

ran in opposition to Prevent.   

8. That the 2015 Act is at this point beyond fixing, as it fundamentally flawed to its core, with even 

the Chair of the Home Affairs Select Committee himself stating that he would abolish the act and 

start fresh with regards to tackling radicalisation and extremism. 

 
Union Resolves 

1. That Leeds Beckett Students’ Union executives should continue to campaign on behalf of the 

Union for the repeal of the 2015 Act, the Prevent Duty and the Prevent Guidance, in the interests 

of students.  

2. To change the wording of Resolves 3 in the already existing policy “#StudentsNotSuspects – 

Preventing the Prevent Agenda” as follows to reflect the union’s stance that Prevent is 

fundamentally flawed to its core and is beyond salvage: 

a. “That Leeds Beckett Students’ Union executives should campaign on behalf of the Union 

for the repeal of the 2015 Act, the Prevent Duty and the Prevent Guidance, in the 

interests of students.” 

3. That Leeds Beckett Students’ Union accepts that the 2015 Act, the Prevent Duty and the Prevent 

strategy place legal obligations on Leeds Beckett University and all staff and students who are 

obligated to comply, including PGR students who teach.  

4. That in any and all campaigns ran in opposition to Prevent, the Post Graduate Research 

Representative should be consulted as to how these campaigns can be inclusive of those students 

who also teach and are expected to comply with the Duty. 

5. That campaigns ran in opposition to Prevent should not weaken their stance of opposition in light 

of the fact that students who teach are bound by it, and should continue to fundamentally 

oppose Prevent on the basis that the strategy will have a detrimental impact on the welfare, 

interests and educational experience of students at Leeds Beckett University and that it unfairly 

targets Muslim students. 

6. That the Students’ Union should strengthen their ties with staff unions such as UCU and Unison, 

of which many PGR students are also members, to ensure that those students who are bound by 

the duty can also engage in opposition to the duty without breaking the law and with the support 

of their staff union without compromising the Student Union’s stance of complete opposition to 

the duty. 

7. To mandate that no Executive Officer or SU staff member should use Union funds to attend any 

event or conference that aims to educate and advise on how to use PREVENT effectively. 
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