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Motion:  Support the ‘Cut the Rent’ student campaign 

 

Background 

1)  The rents of Bristol University halls have increased this year, and in at least five 

years previously, at a rate well above inflation; in the worst case by 49% in Clifton Hill 

House between 2012-13 and 2015-16. 

2)  The University aims to increase rent by an extra 4-5% in student halls in the next 

academic year. 

3)  The minimum maintenance loan will be £3,821 (if parents are earning in top price 

bracket) a year and the maximum £8,200.  The average price of halls will be over 

£6,000 next year.  This means that those with the minimum maintenance loan and 

whose parents cannot support financially, or those living solely on even the 

maximum loan, will be priced out of Bristol University or will be forced to find part-

time work.  This makes a mockery of the University’s commitments to increasing 

widening participation. 

4)  ‘Bristol Uni, Cut the Rent’ is a student group set up to bring attention to, and fight 

back against, these major rent hikes. 

5)  So far the University has not been transparent.  Freedom of Information requests 

asking for a breakdown of costs have been rejected on ‘commercial grounds’. 

6) In other Universities, for instance UCL, similar campaigns have taken on the 

University and won back considerable sums of money. 

 

Purpose 

1)  To show to the University that students are AGAINST the price-hike in Halls, and 

call for accessible education. 

2)  For the Union to help communicate progress on the campaign to staff and 

students, and support in other ways. 

 

Action 

1)  To provide support to the campaign, and help communicate to students the 

progress of the campaign and events put on by them. 

2) To actively campaign for reduced rents in Student Halls 

3)  To bring up, where possible, issues of rent increases in meetings/communications 

with University management 

 

Proposed by:  Stephen Le Fanu 

Seconded by:  Zak Muddle 

 


